The  governor  signs  a  law  that  allows  physicians  to 
test  patients  for  HTV  without  their  informed  consent 


By  Jacob  Smith  Yang 

MONTGOMERY,  Ala. — Following  the 
recent  wave  of  calls  for  mandatory  HIV 
testing  of  hospital  patients.  Gov.  Guy  Hunt 
signed  a  law  May  21  that  allows  physicians 
to  test  patients  for  HIV  without  informed 
consent. 

Angered  AIDS  activists  predicted  that  the 
law  will  prevent  people  in  Alabama  from 
seeking  the  medical  care  they  need. 

“This  law  will  have  a  negative  impact  on 
the  community,”  said  Skip  Reach,  a  full-time 
volunteer  at  the  Birmingham  AIDS  Outreach. 
“HIV  testing  will  be  based  on  doctors’ 
suspicions  and  fears,”  he  told  GCN.  “They 
won’t  even  have  to  tell  you  that  you’re  being 
tested.” 

‘Implied  consent’ 

According  to  Liz  Cooper,  of  the  AIDS 
Project  of  the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union  (ACLU)  in  New  York,  an  individual 
has  already  filed  a  lawsuit  contesting  the 
statute’s  legality.  Cooper  said  that  problems 
with  the  law  include  the  potential  for 
invasion  of  privacy,  breach  of  confidentiality 
and  violation  of  equal  rights  protection. 

Sundra  Smith,  executive  director  of  the 
AIDS  Task  Force  of  Alabama,  said  that  her 
organization  opposes  the  law’s  notion  of 
“implied  consent,”  which  would  allow  a 
physician  to  test  a  person’s  blood  for  the 
presence  of  HIV  antibodies  without 
informing  her  or  him. 

The  law  states  that  “consent  will  be 
implied  when  an  individual  presents  himself 
to  a  physician  for  diagnostic  treatment  or 
other  medical  services.” 

Smith  told  GCN  that  her  organization  will 
seek  a  “declamatory  injunction”  that  will 
prohibit  the  attorney  general  from  enforcing 
the  law  while  it  is  challenged  in  the  Alabama 
courts. 

AIDS  activists  predicted  that  the  threat  of 
HTV  testing  without  informed  consent  will  be 
a  prohibitive  financial  consideration  for 
people  who  seek  health  care. 

“A  doctor  can  test  you  for  HIV,  not  tell 
you,  and  a  $65  charge  will  show  up  on  your 
bill,”  said  Reach.  “An  insurance  company 
won’t  pay  for  that  test,”  he  said,  “because 
HIV  testing  is  offered  free  of  charge  by  the 
Alabama  Department  of  Health.” 

AIDS  activists  also  argue  that  the  prospect 
of  disclosure  of  HTV  test  results  to  physicians 
and  possibly  others  will  prevent  people  from 
seeking  the  hospital  care  they  need. 

“Testing  without  consent  will  scare  people 
out  of  the  system,”  said  Robert  Greenwald, 
public  policy  manager  for  Boston’s  AIDS 
Action  Committee  (AAQ.  “This  will  have  a 
strong  chilling  effect  on  people  who  fear  they 
might  be  considered  part  of  a  ‘high  risk 
group.’”  he  said.  “They  will  be  less  willing  to 
come  forth  and  get  [voluntarily]  tested.” 

Reach  agreed  that  many  Alabama  residents 
have  not  sought  out  HTV  testing  because  they 
fear  that  people  in  their  home  communities 
will  discover  their  HTV  status.  He  said  that  he 
is  one  of  the  few  PWAs  in  Alabama  who  is 


willing  to  be  publicly  identified. 

“People  drive  hours  from  Selma  and 
Huntsville  to  Birmingham  because  of  the 
stigma  of  being  in  an  HIV  support  group  in 
their  local  communities,”  Reach  said.  “Even 
going  to  the  public  health  department  to  be 
tested  means  everyone  in  town  knows  within 
24  hours,”  he  said,  adding,  “Some  people  end 
up  driving  to  Georgia  to  get  an  anonymous 
HIV  test.” 

Reach  also  said  he  believes  that  patient 
HIV  testing  in  hospitals  will  present  the  same 
confidentiality  problems  that  public  health 
department  testing  has.  “In  Alabama,  testing 
is  confidential  in  a  pig’s  eye,”  he  said. 

MAA  support 

The  Medical  Association  of  Alabama 
(MAA)  played  a  key  role  in  supporting  the 
legislation.  Mark  Jackson,  a  lobbyist  for  the 
MAA,  said  that  the  law  details  specific 
circumstances  that  warrant  a  physician’s 
testing  of  a  patient  for  HIV.  Jackson  told 
GCN  that  he  believes  that  such  guidelines 
will  serve  to  protect  patients  from  “arbitrary 
testing." 

The  law  states  that  a  physician  may  deem  a 
patient’s  HIV  test  “necessary”  for  one  of  four 
reasons:  the  patient  is  “at  high  risk  for  HIV, 
based  on  reasonable  medical  judgment”;  the 
patient’s  medical  treatment  would  be 
“modified  by  the  presence  or  absence  of 
HIV";  the  patient’s  “HIV  status  is  necessary 
to  protect  health  care  personnel  from  HIV; 
and  “for  other  reasons  which  may  be 
determined  by  the  state  committee  on  public 
health.” 

AIDS  activists  argue  that  allowing  doctors 
to  decide  if  a  patient  will  be  tested  leaves  too 
much  leeway  for  physicians’  prejudices. 

“The  way  the  law  is  written,  a  doctor’s 
assumptions  are  what  determines  whether  an 
HIV  tested  is  warranted,”  said  Reach.  “It 
gives  the  physicians  way  too  much  power.” 

Jackson  said  that  physicians  have  told  him 
that  knowing  a  patient’s  HIV  status  is 
important  in  determining  his  or  her  medical 
treatment.  He  cited  drug  therapy  for 
tuberculosis  as  an  example. 

The  AAC’s  Greenwald  agreed  that 
knowing  one’s  own  HIV  status  was  an 
important  part  of  that  seeking  effective  health 
care.  He  objected,  however,  to  non-voluntary 
HIV  testing,  arguing  that  the  Alabama  law 
would  not  only  intimidate  patients,  but  also 
give  physicians  a  false  sense  of  security. 

‘Proper  precautions’ 

The  MAA’s  Jackson  acknowledged  that  a 
main  impetus  for  the  legislation  was  many 
physicians’  concern  that  people  who  enter 
hospitals  pose  a  risk  for  transmitting  HIV  to 
health  care  workers.  He  said  that  subjecting 
these  individuals  to  HIV  antibody  tests  would 
allow  physicians  to  take  the  “proper 
precautions." 

“Physicians  realize  full  well  that  you  can 
be  an  [HIV]  carrier  and  not  show  up  positive 
on  the  lest,”  said  Jackson.  “But  if  it  is  going 
Continued  on  page  6 


Judge  upholds  Boy 
Scouts’  anti-gay  policy 


The  Boy  Scouts  of  America  argue  that  homosexuality  is 
imcompatible  with  their  organization  because  scouts  must  be 
‘morally  straight’  and  ‘clean  of  thought’ 


By  Jacob  Smith  Yang 

LOS  ANGELES — Following  an  11 -year 
legal  battle,  a  superior  court  judge  ruled  May 
21  that  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  (BSA)  has 
the  right  to  exclude  a  qualified  gay  man  from 
a  scout  leadership  position. 

The  ousted  scout,  Timothy  Curran,  filed  an 
objection  and  plans  to  appeal  the  judge’s 
decision.  Meanwhile,  outraged  gay  rights 
activists  are  investigating  strategies  to  protest 
the  anti-gay  stance  put  forth  by  leadership  of 
the  BSA. 

“The  ideology  behind  the  decision  mirrors 
the  most  intolerant  and  destructive  aspects  of 
our  society — prejudice  and  bigotry,”  said 
Robert  Bray  of  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Task  Force.  “Lesbians  and  gay  men  will  not 
stop  agitating  the  insensitive  and  myopic 
moral  vision  of  the  national  Boy  Scout 
leadership,”  he  told  GCN. 

Curran,  a  former  Eagle  Scout,  filed  the  suit 
against  the  Mt.  Diablo  Council  for  Boy 
Scouts  in  1980,  after  he  was  informed  that  his 
application  for  assistant  scoutmaster  would 
be  denied.  Curran  had  already  served  as 
assistant  scoutmaster  for  his  Mt.  Diablo 
Canyon  Boy  Scout  Troop  for  approximately  a 
year,  when  he  was  featured  in  a  local 
newspaper  article.  The  article  focused  on  the 
pride  Curran  took  in  being  an  openly  gay 
youth  and  was  accompanied  by  a  picture  of 
Curran,  then  19,  and  his  male  high  school 
prom  date. 

“My  troop’s  scoutmaster  knew  I  was  gay, 
and  he  had  made  sure  it  was  okay  with  the 
parents  of  the  boy  scouts  I  was  working 
with,”  Curran  told  GCN.  “There  were  no 
questions  about  or  problems  with  my  being 
gay  and  being  an  assistant  scoutmaster.” 

Officials  at  the  local  Boy  Scout  council, 
however,  reacted  differently.  After  the  article 
appeared,  Curran’s  application  to  attend  the 
BSA’s  annual  jamboree  was  rejected.  At  first. 
Boy  Scout  officials  told  Curran  that  his 
application  was  denied  because  he  had  failed 
to  register  as  an  adult  volunteer.  Curran 


maintained  that  he  had  registered  when  he 
assumed  assistant  scoutmaster 
responsibilities,  but  offered  to  fill  out  the 
registration  forms  again.  It  was  then  that  Boy 
Scout  officials  met  with  Curran,  and  made  it 
clear  that  it  was  his  gayness,  not  paperwork, 
that  was  behind  their  rejection  of  his 
application. 

Disco  rules 

Curran  and  his  attorney,  Jon  Davidson  of 
the  Southern  California  chapter  of  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union  (ACLU), 
charged  that  the  Mt.  Diablo  Boy  Scout 
council  violated  California’s  Unruh  anti- 
discrimination  law  by  denying  Curran’s 
application.  The  Unruh  law  prohibits 
businesses  from  discrimination  based  on 
sexual  orientation. 

Judge  Sally  Disco  structured  a  two-part 
trial.  The  first  part  was  to  determine  whether 
the  BSA  was  a  commercial  business,  and 
thus  subject  to  the  Unruh  law.  The  second 
part  was  to  determine  whether  the  Boy  Scout 
council’s  decision  had  violated  the  law. 

Earlier  this  year,  Disco  ruled  that  the  BSA 
was  a  business  establishment,  and  thus 
subject  to  the  Unruh  law. 

Activists  were  surprised,  however,  when 
Disco  ruled  in  favor  of  the  Boy  Scout  council 
in  the  second  part  of  the  trial.  The  BSA’s 
attorney  successfully  argued  that  his  clients 
could  exclude  gay  people  from  the  Boy 
Scouts  because  of  its  right  of  “expressive 
association”  derived  from  the  First 
Amendment.  This  right  would  outweigh  any 
consideration  of  the  Unruh  law.  For  this 
argument  to  be  valid,  however,  the  BSA  had 
to  demonstrate  that  being  gay  was  in  direct 
conflict  with  its  basic  tenets. 

When  asked  where  it  was  written  that  the 
BSA  was  against  being  gay,  Blake  Lewis, 
national  spokesperson  for  the  BSA  in  Irving, 
Texas,  told  GCN  that  the  policy  was  part  of  a 
“document  internal  to  the  operation  of  the 

organization.”  ,  .  . 
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Quote  of  the  week 

"Before  Rust  v.  Sullivan,  the  justices  were 
inclined  to  pay  attention  to  the  First 
Amendment  and  protect  the  nation’s 
citizenry  from  being  gagged  by  anyone, 
including  the  U.S.  government.  Things  have 
changed.  George  Bush  has  proven  he  can  be 
even  more  sinister  than  his  B-movie 
predecessor.  Sandra  Day  O’Connor — Ronald 
Reagan’s  appointee  to  the  bench — at  least 
voted  against  this  monster.  Bush’s  choice, 
mystery  man  David  Souter,  is  a  mystery  no 
longer.  He  and  four  other  male  judges 
virtually  yanked  open  their  flies  and  pissed 
all  over  the  Constitution  they  were  appointed 
to  uphold.” 

—LynNell  Hancock,  in  her  Village  Voice 
column,  "Female  Trouble." 

First  Black  gay  pride 
day  held 

WASHINGTON — Approximately  800 
people  recently  attended  the  first  Black  gay 
pride  celebration  in  the  U.S.  The  May  25 
event  raised  more  than  $3000  for  AIDS 
organizations  that  serve  the  Black  gay 
community,  according  to  the  Washington 
Blade. 

“We  planned  for  the  worst  all  along  in 
terms  of  turnout,”  said  Theodore  Kirkland, 
one  of  the  event’s  organizers.  “And  with  the 
hot  day,  we  were  particularly  pleased,  not 
only  with  the  turnout,  but  with  people 
staying  for  hours,”  he  said. 

Vendors  sold  food,  books,  T-shirts,  and 
jewelry  while  singers,  dancers,  and  actors 
performed  on  stage.  Many  activists  were  on 
hand  to  provide  information  about  lesbian 
and  gay  rights.  Religious  and  support  groups 
for  Black  lesbians  and  gay  men  were  also 
represented. 

Organizers  presented  a  number  of  awards 
at  the  pride  celebration:  longtime  activists 
Phil  Pannell  and  Carlene  Cheatam  were 
named  “Man  of  the  Year”  and  “Woman  of 
the  Year”;  Sparkle  McHarris  was  recognized 
as  “Best  Drag  Performer”;  and  Adrienne 
Blackwell,  a  female  illusionist,  received  a 
community  service  award  for  his  volunteer 
work  to  raise  money  for  AIDS  organizations. 

Kirkland  said  that  there  are  “definitely” 
plans  to  hold  a  Black  gay  pride  day  next 
year.  This  year’s  event  was  sponsored  by  a 
number  of  local  organizations,  including  the 
D.C.  Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gay 
Men  and  the  Inner  City  AIDS  Network. 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

AIDS  activists  seek 
‘disaster  relief 

NEW  YORK— Local  AIDS  activists 
announced  June  4  that  they  will  seek 
“disaster  relief”  from  the  United  Nations 
Disaster  Relief  Organization  (UNDRO)  and 
the  World  Health  Organization  (WHO).  The 
activists,  who  are  protesting  the 
government’s  unwillingness  to  adequately 
fund  health  care  and  social  services,  will 
march  to  the  United  Nations  on  June  19  to 
dramatize  their  request. 

“It  is  a  desperate  situation  and  a  civil 
crisis,”  said  Stuart  Tom  of  ACT  UP/New 
York.  “We  can’t  get  leadership  from  Bush  or 
the  federal  government,”  he  told  GCN. 

The  letter  charged  the  United  States 
government  with  blatant  violation  of  Article 
25  of  the  United  Nations  Universal 
Declaration  of  Human  Rights.  Activists  cited 
the  “terrible  suffering  in  New  York  City”  and 
pointed  to  epidemics  of  AIDS,  tuberculosis, 
and  syphilis,  as  well  as  widespread  drug 
addiction  and  homelessness. 

They  argued  that  the  situation  has  been 
made  worse  by  “civil  conflict  in  which  our 
state  and  municipal  governments,  with 
complicity  from  their  most  privileged 
citizens,  have  neglected  their  most 
vulnerable.” 

The  letter  said  that  New  York  City  has 
been  hardest  hit  by  the  AIDS  epidemic,  with 
a  cumulative  number  of  AIDS  cases 
predicted  to  reach  more  than  60,000  by 
1993.  The  letter  also  pointed  out  that  several 
communities  within  the  city  have  an  infant 
mortality  rate  as  high  as  Malaysia’s  and  a  life 
expectancy  rate  equal  to  that  of  Bangladesh. 

Both  Malaysia  and  Bangladesh  receive 
UNDRO  and  WHO  assistance. 

“The  letters  to  UNDRO  and  WHO  are 
symbolic,  in  the  sense  that  I  don't  expect 
they  will  come  through  with  money  or 
humanitarian  aid,"  said  George  Kleinman,  a 
member  of  ACT  UP  and  New  York  City’s 
Community  Labor  Union.  “But  they  should 
at  least  acknowledge  that  several 
communities  within  New  York  City  have 
situations  no  better  than  those  of 
underdeveloped  countries,"  he  said. 

Kleinman  told  GCN  that  letters  of  appeal 
were  also  sent  to  eight  foreign  missions  that 

2  •  JUNE  9-15,  1991  •  GAY  COMMUNITY 


provide  aid  to  countries  in  need. 

The  appeal  for  disaster  relief  was  initiated 
by  members  of  ACT  UP  and  the  Women’s 
Health  Action  Mobilization  (WHAM!). 
“We’ve  been  getting  a  wide  range  of  support 
from  labor  organizations,  agencies  for  the 
homeless,  and  soup  kitchens,  as  well  as 
AIDS  activists,”  said  Kleinman. 

The  June  19  march  is  scheduled  to  begin 
at  the  New  York  Public  Library  at  8:00  a.m., 
June  19,  and  will  culminate  with  a  press 
conference  at  the  United  Nation  building. 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 


Lesbian  and  gay  Australians  marched  against 
violence,  May  1 2 

Gay  march  held  in 
Sydney  suburb 

SYDNEY — For  the  first  time  ever,  about 
600  lesbians  and  gay  men  held  a  march  in 
Sydney’s  inner  city  suburb  of  Newtown  on 
Mother’s  Day,  May  12.  Organizers  said  the 
march  was  called  in  response  to  anti-gay 
violence  that  has  surfaced  in  this  part  of 
Sydney. 

“An  important  thing  about  what  we  have 
done  today  is  that  it’s  building  our 
independent  strength,”  said  Robert  Sainsbury 
of  Gay  Solidarity,  which  organized  the 
action.  “If  the  ideas  in  society  of  our 
sexuality  are  the  basic  breeding  grounds  of 
the  violence  against  us,  then  the  real  source 
of  that  violence  is  society’s  institutions  that 
push  those  ideas,”  he  said. 

Wearing  make-up  that  simulated  bruises 
and  head  wounds,  one  group  of  marchers 
carried  signs  that  read:  “This  could  happen 
to  your  sister,  your  brother,  your  friend.” 

In  reporting  very  briefly  on  the  action,  one 
television  station  criticized  the  decision  to 
hold  the  march  on  Mother’s  Day.  In 
response,  one  viewer  commented,  “What 
better  day?  Most  of  us  get  disowned  by  our 
loving  families  because  we  are  gay.” 

— Kendall  Lovett 

Lesbians  challenge  Al 
policy 

MADISON,  Wis. — Charging  a  state 
hospital’s  alternative  insemination  (AI) 
program  with  discriminatory  exclusion  of 
lesbian  applicants,  a  lesbian  couple  filed  a 
complaint  with  the  state  Equal  Rights 
Division,  May  18. 

According  to  the  New  York  Native, 
officials  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin 
Hospital  said  they  would  not  artificially 
inseminate  Stacie  Neldaughter  because  she  is 
neither  married  nor  engaged. 

“This  is  ridiculous,”  Neldaughter  told 
GCN.  “We’re  arguing  about  whether  the 
state’s  anti-discrimination  statute  covers  one 
of  its  own  funded  and  administrated 
hospitals,”  she  said. 

Dr.  Jay  Noren,  vice  chancellor  of  the 
University  of  Wisconsin’s  Madison  Center 
for  Health  Sciences,  said  that  the  two 
physicians  running  the  infertility  clinic 
envision  it  as  a  resource  for  couples  that 
have  been  unable  to  conceive  “in  a 
traditional  way."  He  added  that  other  nearby 
clinics  provide  AI  to  unmarried  women. 

Neldaughter  said  that  many  women  are 
restricted  by  their  insurance  coverage  to 
using  the  University  of  Wisconsin’s  hospital 
AI  program  or  none  at  all. 

“Saying  ‘You  can  get  this  service 
somewhere  else’  is  like  telling  a  Black 
person,  ‘You  don’t  need  our  restaurant.  You 
can  go  down  the  street  and  eat  at  that  other 
restaurant,’”  Neldaughter  said. 
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Dr.  Norman  Frost,  head  of  the  hospital’s 
medical  ethics  program,  maintained  that 
because  AI  is  not  deemed  “medically 
necessary,”  physicians  may  use  their  own 
discretion  in  deciding  whether  to  perform  it. 
He  added  that  doctors  who  perform  AI 
screen  potential  mothers  and  assess  their 
ability  to  raise  a  child. 

“The  way  the  doctors  judge  an  applicant’s 
responses  to  their  questions  would  group 
lesbians  along  with  drug  users  and  child 
abusers  as  far  as  parenting  ability," 
Neldaughter  said.  Many  AI  programs  around 
the  country  continue  to  exclude  single 
women  and  lesbians  from  their  services. 

Neldaughter’s  complaint  alleges  that  the 
AI  program’s  policy  conflicts  with  the  state’s 
anti-discrimination  law,  which  makes 
discrimination  based  on  sexual  orientation 
illegal. 

Asked  when  she  thought  the  Equal  Rights 
Division  would  decide  on  her  complaint, 
Neldaughter  said  it  could  take  up  to  two 
years. 

“This  complaint  isn’t  about  my  eventually 
gening  artificially  inseminated  by  this  doctor 
[who  runs  the  state  hospital  AI  program],” 
Neldaughter  said.  “At  this  point,  there’s  no 
way  I’d  let  him  do  that  to  me,  even  if  he’d  let 
me,”  she  said,  adding,  “but,  since  such  a 
policy  exists,  it  should  be  challenged.” 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

High  Court  hands 
down  another  anti¬ 
abortion  ruling 

WASHINGTON — The  Supreme  Court’s 
prohibitive  views  on  abortion  took  on 
international  significance  June  3,  when  it 
ruled  that  U.S. -funded  family  planning 
programs  abroad  could  not  discuss  abortion 
with  clients.  Rejecting  without  comment  an 
appeal  from  Planned  Parenthood,  the  justices 
upheld  a  restrictive  overseas  policy  that  was 
instituted  by  the  Reagan  administration. 

The  international  policy  is  similar  to  a 
domestic  law  that  the  high  court  upheld  late 
last  month.  Both  policies  forbid  federally 
funded  medical  clinic  workers  from  offering 
any  abortion  counseling  to  their  clients.  (See 
GCN,  Vol.  18,  No.  44.) 

According  to  the  Boston  Globe,  the 
restrictions  placed  on  overseas  programs  are 
even  more  prohibitive  than  those  placed  on 
domestic  clinics.  While  programs  in  this 
country  may  establish  separate,  privately 
funded  facilities  for  abortion  and  abortion 
counseling,  overseas  clinics  that  receive  U.S. 
funds  are  not  permitted  to  offer  abortion  as  a 
family  planning  method,  even  if  done 
without  U.S.  money. 

Reproductive  rights  advocates  condemned 
the  high  court’s  ruling,'  saying  that  the  policy 
contributes  to  the  deaths  of  an  estimated 
200,000  women  throughout  the  world  from 
unsafe  abortions.  The  U.S.  plays  a  critical 
role  in  funding  international  family  planning 
programs,  and  abortion  rights  groups  charge 
that  the  policy  seriously  infringes  upon 
effective  and  complete  medical  care  for 
women  in  developing  countries. 

The  policy  prohibiting  abortion  counseling 
overseas  was  established  by  the  Reagan 
administration  in  1984  at  an  international 
meeting  in  Mexico  City. 

Bills  challenging  the  policy  have  been 
introduced  in  Congress  by  Reps.  Chester 
Atkins  (D-Mass.)  and  Olympia  Snowe  (R- 
Maine).  Congressional  aides  predict  that  the 
House  may  vote  on  the  policy  as  early  as 
next  week. 

President  Bush  vowed  June  4  to  veto  any 
legislation  that  weakens  government 
restrictions  on  abortion. 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 

NIH  may  break  AZT 
monopoly 

WASHINGTON — The  National  Institutes 
of  Health  (NIH)  announced  May  28  that  it  is 
considering  legal  action  against  Burroughs 
Wellcome,  the  company  that  holds  the  sole 
patent  on  AZT.  AZT  is  the  only  federally 
approved  drug  used  to  fight  HIV/AIDS. 
According  to  the  Bay  Area  Reporter,  a 
successful  lawsuit  could  break  Burroughs 
Wellcome’s  monopoly  on  AZT  and 
drastically  lower  the  drug’s  exorbitant  cost. 

In  a  written  statement,  NIH  director 
Bemadine  Healy  said  that  the  development 
of  AZT  involved  research  by  scientists  at 
NIH,  Duke  University  and  Burroughs 
Wellcome. 

“The  compound  AZT  was  discovered 
under  a  [National  Cancer  Institute  (NCI)] 
grant  in  the  1960s  and  is  in  the  public 
domain,”  stated  Healy,  adding,  “NIH 
believes  that  investigators  at  [NCI]  should 
have  been  named  co-inventors  on  the  AZT- 
related  patents  issued  to”  the  pharmaceutical 
firm  Burroughs  Wellcome.  Healy  said  that 


NCI  scientists  collaborated  with  Burroughs 
Wellcome  to  develop  the  drug. 

Barr  Laboratories,  of  Pamona,  N.Y.,  is  in 
the  process  of  negotiating  a  non-exclusive 
license  with  NIH  that  would  allow  the 
company  to  market  AZT.  Healy  said  that 
such  competition  between  Barr  and 
Burroughs  Wellcome  would  likely  lower  the 
price  of  the  drug. 

If  NIH  wins  inventorship  status,  Barr  has 
said  that  it  would  sell  AZT  for  half  the 
$3,000  annual  price  Burroughs  Wellcome 
now  charges. 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 

Native  American 
activists  to  hold  HIY 
meeting 

NEW  YORK — Native  American  gay, 
lesbian,  and  bisexual  activists  will  hold  a 
conference  on  HIV  in  the  gay  Native 
American  community.  The  meeting,  which 
organizers  say  is  the  first  of  its  kind,  will 
take  place  July  1-3  at  the  American  Indian 
Community  House  in  New  York  City. 

Speakers  at  the  conference  will  include 
Carole  Lafavor,  a  Native  American  AIDS 
activist,  and  Richard  LaFortune,  founder  of 
American  Indian  Gays  and  Lesbians  in 
Minneapolis. 

According  to  the  Washington  Blade,  a 
lesbian,  gay,  and  bisexual  Native  American 
PowWow  is  also  being  planned  for  June  29, 
the  day  before  the  New  York  Gay  Pride  Day. 

For  more  information,  write:  WeWah  and 
BarCheeAmpe,  Suite  141,  111  East  14th 
Street,  New  York,  NY  10003. 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 

Mass,  governor  signs 
Pride  proclamation 

BOSTON — Gov.  William  Weld  recently 
signed  a  proclamation  declaring  June  of 
1991  to  be  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Month.  In 
the  document,  released  May  16,  the 
Republican  governor  praised  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community  as  “exemplary  and  a  model 
for  others.” 

Weld  pointed  out  that  Massachusetts  was 
the  second  state  to  pass  legislation 
prohibiting  discrimination  based  on  sexual 
orientation  and  noted  that  the  “lesbian  and 
gay  community  of  the  Commonwealth 
joined  gays  and  lesbians  worldwide  in 
commemorating  the  Stonewall  riots,  the 
beginning  of  the  modem  lesbian/gay  rights 
movement.” 

Weld  also  said  that  his  “administration  is 
proud  to  have  appointed  a  number  of 
qualified  gay  men  and  lesbians  to  key 
positions,”  and  added  that  “my 
administration  is  working  closely  with  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  in  a  detailed 
effort  to  counter  hate  violence  against 
lesbians  and  gays.” 

— Steve  Karpf 

Potty  parity 

AUSTIN,  Texas — An  important  victory 
for  women’s  rights  was  scored  here  recently 
and  supporters  hope  it  will  have  wide-spread 
national  implications.  Responding  to  the 
demand  for  restroom  rights,  the  Texas  House 
of  Representatives  voted  May  24  to  approve 
a  bill  that  will  require  athletic  stadia  to  have 
more  bathrooms  for  women  than  for  men. 

The  bill  mandates  that  football  arenas  and 
amusement  parks  built  or  remodeled  after 
January  1992  will  provide  women’s 
bathrooms  on  a  3-2  ratio  to  men’s 
bathrooms.  According  to  the  Chicago 
Tribune,  the  House  legislation  amended  a 
Senate  bill  that  provided  a  2-1  ratio  for 
women’s  bathrooms.  The  senators  are 
expected  to  accept  the  amendment. 

“We  get  three  for  two?  That  might  be 
enough,”  commented  Gov.  Ann  Richards, 
the  state’s  first  female  governor  in  50  years. 

The  issue  of  public  toilets  was  brought  to 
legislative  attention  after  a  Houston  legal 
secretary,  Denise  Wells,  was  evicted  from  a 
local  stadium  for  using  the  men’s  bathroom. 
Wells  argued  in  court  that  a  city  ordinance 
prohibiting  a  person  from  entering  a  public 
restroom  for  the  opposite  sex 
was  discriminatory  and  unfair. 

Rep.  Robert  Eckels,  the  chief  sponsor  of 
the  bathroom  equity  bill,  said  that  he  has 
been  at  the  stadium  Wells  was  ejected  from 
and  has  seen  women  having  to  use  the  men’s 
bathroom  because  of  long  lines  in  the 
women’s  restroom.  “I  think  [this  bill]  is 
landmark  civil  rights  legislation  for  the 
women  of  Texas,”  said  Eckels.  “[It]  provides 
some  parity  in  lines,  some  relief  for  women.” 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 


Operation  Rescue  returns 


More  than  200  anti-abortionists  are  arrested  as  Operation 
Rescue  violates  a  court  order 


Operation  Rescue  blockades  Brookline  clinics 


By  Elizabeth  Yukins 

BROOKLINE,  Mass. — In  the  largest  local 
anti-abortion  demonstration  in  recent  history, 
more  than  200  Operation  Rescue  members 
were  arrested  June  1  for  blockading  two 
abortion  clinics.  The  blockade  was  met  with 
a  strong  pro-choice  counter-demonstration, 
and  reproductive  rights  activists  repeatedly 
pressured  the  police  to  remove  and  arrest  the 
blockaders. 

Although  abortion  rights  activists  said  they 
were  pleased  that  the  Operation  Rescue 
action  was  thwarted,  they  expressed 
dissatisfaction  with  the  way  police  responded 
to  the  situation.  Activists  charged  that  the 
police  exhibited  marked  slowness  in  clearing 
the  clinic  doors,  and  said  that  this 
languidness  increased  the  tension  in  an 
already  volatile  demonstration. 

The  blockade  has  raised  questions  about 
the  status  of  Operation  Rescue.  While  the 
group  has  seen  severe  economic  and 
membership  difficulties  over  the  past  few 
years,  participants  now  say  that  Operation 
Rescue  is  developing  a  new,  re-energized 
anti-abortion  agenda.  Although  reproductive 
rights  activists  dismiss  the  group’s  ability  to 
mobilize  large  numbers,  they  acknowledge 
that  the  recent  Supreme  Court  rulings 
supporting  government  restrictions  on 
abortion  could  serve  to  temporarily  revitalize 
the  militant  group. 

Injunction  violation 

By  forming  blockades  at  two  abortion 
clinics,  Preterm  Health  Services  and  Repro 
Associates,  the  anti-choice  demonstrators 
violated  a  court  order  banning  them  from 
interfering  with  public  access  to  abortion 
facilities.  The  temporary  injunction  was 
issued  in  May  1990  by  Middlesex  Superior 
Court  Judge  Peter  Lauriat,  at  the  request  of 
numerous  reproductive  rights  advocates 
including  Preterm,  Repro,  Planned 
Parenthood,  Mass.  Choice,  and  the 
Massachusetts  affiliate  of  the  National 
Organization  for  Women  (Mass.  NOW). 

The  June  1  blockade  was  the  first  test  of 
the  injunction  since  its  inception,  and  the  208 
Operation  Rescue  members  who  were 
arrested  could  face  jail  terms  up  to  two-and- 
a-half  years  and  fines  as  high  as  $5,000. 

“It  was  certainly  the  largest  [anti-abortion] 
hit  we’ve  seen  in  a  while,”  said  Christine 
Doherty,  community  relations  coordinator  at 
Preterm.  “But  we  were  very  well  prepared, 
and  things  went  pretty  smoothly,”  Doherty 
told  GCN.  “We  knew  they  were  coming  so 
we  had  [clinic  defense]  volunteers  in  at  6:00 
a.m.,  the  staff  was  well  trained  on  how  to 
deal  with  protesters  and  patients,  and  the 
patients  were  able  to  get  through,”  she  said. 

Doherty  added  that  Preterm  worked  with 
numerous  local  reproductive  rights  groups  to 
organize  the  counter-demonstration  and  to 
assist  patients  in  gaining  access  to  the  clinics. 
She  said  that  because  Repro  Associates  had  a 
larger  blockade  than  Preterm,  a  “handful"  of 
patients  were  escorted  from  Repro  to  Preterm 
for  care.  “Patients  were  pretty  shaken  up,  but 
we  got  them  in  and  taken  care  of,”  said 
Doherty. 

‘No  more  coffee  breaks’ 

Despite  the  success  of  the  pro-choice 
mobilization,  many  reproductive  rights 
advocates  say  they  are  highly  dissatisfied 
with  the  police  response  to  the  event. 
Activists  say  that  although  Brookline  and 
Boston  police  were  given  advance  warning 
to  prepare  for  mass  arrests,  they  were  very 
slow  in  enforcing  the  injunction. 

Throughout  the  event,  pro-choice  activists 
expressed  frustration  at  the  length  of  time  it 


took  to  remove  the  Operation  Rescue 
demonstrators.  At  one  point,  when 
approximately  12  officers  were  standing  in 
front  of  the  blockade  drinking  cold  sodas, 
abortion  rights  demonstrators  began 
chanting,  “No  more  coffee  breaks.  Separate 
the  church  and  state.” 

Although  Repro  Associates  normally 
opens  at  7:45  am.,  the  police  did  not  clear 
the  doors  until  nearly  10:00  a.m.  Police  said 
they  waited  to  begin  arresting  people  until 
they  had  a  sufficient  number  of  officers  at 
the  clinics  and  enough  vehicles  to  transport 
those  arrested. 

“We  are  very  disappointed  and  very  angry 
that  the  police  took  such  a  long  time  to  take 
action,”  said  Ellen  Convisser,  president  of 
Mass.  NOW.  “Their  level  of  inactivity  was 
astounding,  and  because  of  it  the  clinic  doors 
O  were  closed  for  a  time,”,  she  told  GCN. 
=j  “Some  women  had  to  go  to  different  clinics 
j  to  get  health  care.  This  was  unnecessary  and 
<  wrong.” 

Convisser  said  that  the  way  the  police 
handled  the  situation  allowed  Operation 
Rescue  to  form  a  larger  and  tighter  blockade 
at  Repro  Associates,  and  contributed  to 
heightening  the  tension  between  the 
opposing  groups.  “People  got  frustrated  and 
angry,  and  nobody  got  a  satisfactory  answer 
from  the  police  about  what  was  going  on,” 
said  Convisser. 

“The  Brookline  police  did  not  do  their 
jobs,”  echoed  Sheila  Parks,  a  member  of 
Boston’s  Reproductive  Rights  National 
Network  (R2N2).  “[Brookline  police 
detective  Capt.]  Hayes  did  not  give  the 
orders  to  clear  out  the  area,  and  instead  just 
kept  using  ridiculous  stalling  excuses  like, 
‘There  aren’t  enough  handcuffs,”’  Parks  told 
GCN.  “I  want  to  know  why  he  did  not  give 
the  arrest  orders  sooner,  and  why  it  took  two 
hours  to  open  the  clinic  doors,”  she  said. 

‘Make  an  impression’ 

Abortion  rights  activists  say  that  it  is 
crucial  that  the  district  attorney,  William 
Delahunt,  and  the  attorney  general,  Scott 
Harshbarger,  prosecute  injunction  violators 
to  the  full  extent  of  the  law.  They  argue  that 
the  threat  of  jail  sentences  and  high  fines 
may  serve  to  intimidate  future  abortion 
blockaders. 

“We  have  to  put  intense  pressure  on 
political  leaders  and  law  enforcement 
officials  to  really  use  this  injunction  against 
Operation  Rescue,”  said  NOW’s  Convisser. 
“The  attorney  general  has  to  come  out 
strongly  in  support  of  the  law  and  use  it  to 
make  an  impression  on  these  people,”  she 
added. 

Operation  Rescue  participants  said  that 
they  were  encouraged  by  the  action  and  that 
they  plan  to  organize  more  actions  in  the  near 
future.  Although  Operation  Rescue  members 
could  not  be  reached  by  GCN ,  they  told  the 
Boston  Globe  that  the  recent  Supreme  Court 
rulings  restricting  federal  funds  for  abortion 
counseling  have  bolstered  the  group’s  morale 
and  membership  numbers. 

“One  thing  that  was  very  encouraging 
about  this  [action]  was  there  were  a  lot  of 
new  faces  out  there,”  said  Mary  Schumacher, 
an  Operation  Rescue  participant.  “We  are 
optimistic  about  the  growth  of  Operation 
Rescue  in  Boston." 

Mass.  NOW’s  Convisser  said  that  the  high 
court’s  ruling  might  contribute  to  a 
resurgence  in  the  group’s  activities,  but,  she 
stressed,  “such  a  boost  would  only  be 
temporary.”  “The  hit  this  weekend  was  a  big 
one,  but  they  had  to  recruit  for  months  all 
over  New  England  to  get  the  numbers  they 
needed,”  said  Convisser,  adding,  “The 
Supreme  Court  rulings  give  rise  to  this  type 
of  lawless  behavior,  but  any  Operation 
Rescue  resurgence  would  be  short-lived  and 
small.” 

On  the  national  level.  Planned 
Parenthood’s  vice  president  of  public  affairs, 
Sally  Patterson,  said  that  reproductive  rights 
groups  will  continue  fighting  Operation 
Rescue  with  court  orders  and  clinic  defense 
actions.  She  told  GCN  that  Planned 
Parenthood  is  discussing  with  Congressional 
leaders  the  possibility  of  creating  federal 
legislation  that  would  prohibit  clinic 
blockades. 

“We  are  trying  to  include  broad  language 
in  a  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban 
Development  bill  that  would  reinforce  the 
fact  that  this  kind  of  violation  of  personal 
rights  will  not  be  tolerated,”  she  said. 
“Operation  Rescue’s  practices  are 
outrageous,”  concluded  Patterson,  adding, 
“People  understand  the  difference  between 
general  civil  rights  actions  and  their  type  of 
violent  techniques."  □ 


Boston  AIDS  Walk  raises 
over  $2  million 


BOSTON — Approximately  25,000  people  joined  together  June  2  to  raise  over  $2  million  for 
local  AIDS  service  providers.  Organizers  of  the  Sixth  Annual  From  All  Walks  of  Life  called  the 
event  a  “huge  success,”  and  said  that  post-walk  corporate  and  individual  donations  are  still 
coming  in. 

“The  money  raised  is  a  crucial  source  of  funding  for  the  28  AIDS  service  organizations  who 
are  going  to  receive  [walk]  money  this  year,”  said  Tom  McNaught,  a  spokesperson  for  the  AIDS 
Action  Committee  (AAC).  “It’s  really  tne  bread  and  butter  for  these  service  providers  because 
of  the  state’s  failure  to  adequately  fund  AIDS  prevention  and  care  programs,”  he  told  GCN. 

The  annual  walk  is  organized  by  the  AIDS  Action  Committee,  and  Cooper  Productions 
produced  the  39  entertainment  acts  that  performed  along  the  route.  Recipients  of  walk  grants 
this  year  include  the  Boston  Living  Center,  Amigas  Latinas  en  Accion  pro-Salud,  the  Dorchester 
Youth  Counseling  Center  and  the  Community  Servings  at  American  Jewish  Congress. 

“We  have  over  100  people  here  today,”  said  Chuck  Curti,  executive  director  of  the  Boston 
Living  Center.  He  told  GCN  that  walk  money  is  used  to  pay  the  Living  Center’s  rent,  run  a 
weekly  congregate  meal  program,  and  hold  education  workshops  dealing  with  HIV  issues. 

“Its  really  amazing  to  be  out  here,”  said  Juliann  Hench,  a  college  student  participating  in  her 
first  walk.  “I’ve  always  wanted  to  get  involved,  and  this  is  a  way  I  can  do  it,”  she  told  GCN. 

Alex  Lim,  another  walk  participant,  said  that  he  was  involved  because,  “it’s  a  good  cause,  and, 
as  a  PWA,  I  think  it’s  important  to  be  a  part  of  what’s  going  on.”  Lim  told  GCN,  “I  also  think  it’s 
really  important  that  this  walk  reflect  the  diverse  communities  living  in  this  city.  It  has  to  be  true 
to  its  name:  we  need  to  keep  having  people  from  ‘all  walks  of  life’  out  here  being  involved.” 


— Elizabeth  Yukins 

Mass,  senator  blasted  for 
anti-gay  remarks 


Activists  pressure  the  local  Republican  Party  to  reprimand  a 
state  senator  who  blames  gay  men  for  AIDS 


By  Ed  Boyce 

BOSTON — An  overheard  comment  by  a 
conservative  Republican  state  senator  has 
sparked  a  controversy  that  some  say  is  a  test 
of  the  sincerity  of  overtures  the 
Massachusetts  GOP  has  recently  made 
towards  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Standing  on  a  balcony  overlooking  an 
April  24  ACT  UP/Boston  demonstration  at 
the  State  House,  Sen.  Edward  Kirby  (R- 
Whitman)  said  of  gay  men  and  AIDS,  “They 
brought  it  upon  themselves,  they  have  only 
themselves  to  blame.”  When  questioned 
about  this  by  a  reporter  for  the  Quincy 
Patriot  Ledger,  Kirby  posited  that  AIDS  was 
brought  into  this  country'  by  gay  men  going 
on  “sex  tours  in  Africa  and  the  Caribbean.” 

Two  days  later,  the  Coalition  for  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Civil  Rights  responded  with  a 
public  demand  that  the  Mass.  GOP  repudiate 
Kirby  for  his  comments,  or  at  least  state  that 
it  does  not  subscribe  to  his  “malicious” 
attitude  toward  people  with  AIDS  (PWAs).' 
The  Coalition’s  David  LaFontaine  told  GCN 
that  the  organization  is  scheduled  to  meet 
with  Mass.  GOP  Chairman  Leon  Lombardi 
on  June  10. 

“We  want  them  to  lobby  other  Republicans 
to  change  their  opinions  on  this,”  said 
LaFontaine.  “We  want  the  Mass  GOP  to  state 
publicly  that  it  is  pro-gay  and  that 
homophobes  will  not  be  welcome,”  he  said. 

Shortly  after  the  controversy  erupted, 
Kirby  told  GCN  that  he  didn’t  mean  to 
offend  “innocent  victims  of  this  terrible 
disease,"  but  rather  that  he  was  “stating  the 
truth  that  AIDS  was  largely  spread  by 
promiscuous  gay  men.”  He  labeled  ACT  UP 
as  “a  group  which  advocates  the  most 
extreme  forms  of  homosexual  behavior  and 
then  requests  assistance  for  their  resulting 


ills.” 

The  Mass.  GOP  has  recently  made 
overtures  to  the  local  gay  and  lesbian 
community,  stating  that  the  “New  Republican 
Party  of  Governor  Weld”  fully  supports  gay 
rights  and  respect  for  PWAs.  It  has  also  said 
that  the  Party  welcomes  gay  members.  A 
number  of  activists  told  GCN  that  in  light  of 
these  statements,  it  is  especially  important 
that  the  lesbian  and  gay  community  express 
its  displeasure  over  actions  such  as  Kirby’s. 

“David  [LaFontaine]  held  Kirby’s  feet  to 
the  fire  at  a  time  when  the  senator  needed  to 
be  challenged,”  said  Don  Gorton,  co-chair  of 
the  Greater  Boston  Lesbian/Gay  Political 
Alliance.  “Plainly,  Kirby  needs  to  be  called 
on  something  as  outrageous  as  those 
remarks,”  said  Gorton,  adding,  “I  also  think 
it’s  important  that  the  Republican  Party 
clearly  define  its  own  positions  as  to 
sentiments  like  those  of  Kirby.” 

The  controversy  gained  momentum  on 
June  1  when,  following  several  mainstream 
news  articles  about  his  comments,  Kirby 
suddenly  announced  that  he  would 
participate  in  the  AIDS  Action  Committee’s 
annual  From  All  Walks  Of  Life  fundraiser. 
Although  many  activists  called  this  move  a 
cheap  form  of  damage  control  on  Kirby’s 
part,  they  decided  to  ignore  Kirby’s  presence 
at  the  event  in  order  not  to  draw  press 
attention  away  from  the  walk  itself. 

After  a  week  of  public  controversy 
surrounding  his  comments,  Kirby  again 
spoke  with  GCN.  He  said  that  he  had  read 
And  The  Band  Played  On,  a  book  about  the 
history  of  the  AIDS  crisis.  “No  matter  what 
brought  it  on,  you  have  to  have  great 
sympathy  for  anyone  who  has  it,”  said  Kirby. 

Kirby  has  a  long  history  of  acrimony 
Continued  on  page  6 
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The  ’Community  Voices’  and  ’Speaking  Our 
sections  in  GCN  are  parts  of  our  efforts  to 
provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the 
community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your 
ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us,  and  to 
respond  to  ideas  expressed  within  our  pages. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  ’Speaking  Our 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space  available  basis  only.  GCN  reserves  the 
right  to  edit  letters  and  ’Speaking  Out" 
contributions  for  length  and  clarity,  in 
consultation  with  the  author.  The  opinions 
expressed  are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not 
intended  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  staff 
or  membership. 

All  letters  and  ’Speaking  Our  contributions 
must  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED. 
Letters  can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO 
PAGES.  ’Speaking  Out'  contributions  can  be 
NO  LONGER  THAN  FOUR  PAGES  and  require 
a  short  (one  to  two  sentence)  biographical  note 
about  the  author  for  inclusion  at  the  end  of  the 
article. 

Because  GCN  wishes  to  encourage  dialogue 
and  a  diverse  representation  of  perspectives  on 
the  letters  pages,  printing  of  ’Speaking  Out’ 
contributions  received  from  authors  who  have 
had  other  ’Speaking  Outs’  appear  in  GCN 
recently  may  be  postponed  temporarily. 

For  editing  purposes,  it  is  helpful  to  be  able 
to  contact  you  easily  -  please  enclose  your 
name,  address,  and  daytime  phone  number 
with  your  letter  or  article.  Thanks. 

The  opinions  expressed  in  "Speaking  Out" 
contributions  are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not 
intended  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN 
staff,  Board  or  membership. 


Outta  space? 

Dear  GCN : 

Recently,  the  Quincy  Patriot  Ledger  ran  a 
large  three-part-series,  “Gays  in  the 
Suburbs.”  The  articles  profiled  several 
committed  relationships,  and  mentioned  our 
own  recent  wedding.  It  appears  that  the 
Ledger  is  heading  towards  the  day  when  all 
weddings  will  be  treated  equally.  It  hasn’t 
happened  yet,  but  the  recent  series 
demonstrates  that  the  paper  is  giving  the  gay 
community  new  consideration. 

We  have  reason  to  believe  that  this  was 
partly  in  response  to  a  Queer  Nation 
demonstration  over  the  paper’s  refusal  to 
print  gay  wedding  announcements.  Their 
policy  has  come  under  attack  for  being 
discriminatory,  and  when  the  Everett  (WA ) 
Herald  did  print  a  lesbian  wedding 
announcement  last  fall,  it  served  to  highlight 
the  Ledger's  inflexibility.  The  Ledger  does 
not  hesitate  to  print  the  fact  of  our  marriage, 
but  as  yet  will  not  validate  it  by  including  it 
with  all  the  other  weddings. 

When  we  sent  our  wedding  announcement 
to  the  Ledger,  we  never  expected  in  our 
wildest  dreams  that  the  gay  community 
papers  would  also  refuse  to  print  it  The  truth 
however,  is  that  none  of  Boston’s  gay  papers 
are  interested  in  validating  gay  and  lesbian 
marriages.  It’s  iitconceivable  that 
newspapers  claiming  to  serve  the  gay 
community  can  fall  so  short,  always  using 
the  same  tired  excuses  (“space  limitation”). 
Few  couples  get  married  in  the  gay 
community,  but  when  we  do  the  whole 
community  should  be  allowed  to  share  in  the 
celebration.  Perhaps  it’s  not  the  most 
common  form  that  our  relationships  take,  but 
gay  marriage  is  here  to  stay.  There  is  no 
excuse  for  the  gay  news  media  to  deprive  its 
readers  of  the  success  of  loving  and 
committed  relationships,  certainly  the  best 
possible  news  from  a  prosperous  and  healthy 
gay  community. 

Rick  Cresswell 
Jamie  Pierce 

Scituate,  Mass. 

We  need  to  own  it 

[This  letter  was  sent  to  a  recent 
contributor  to  GCN ’s  letters  pages.] 

Mr.  Thewes: 

I  am  a  white  lesbian  writing  for  a  new 
group.  White  Women  Against  Racism  and 
Violence  Against  Women,  in  response  to 
your  letter  in  the  May  12-18  issue  of  Gay 
Community  News.  I  am  glad  that  your  letter 
is  not  an  official  statement  from  NAPWA, 
but  if  your  letter  is  any  indication  of  the  kind 
of  racism  that  exists  in  your  organization,  I 
am  not  surprised  that  five  Black  board 
members  resigned. 

First  and  foremost,  Mr.  Thewes,  racism, 
much  to  the  contrary  of  the  opinions  you 
hold,  is  a  white  issue.  It  is  our  responsibility, 


if  we  consider  ourselves  to  be  actively  anti¬ 
racist,  to  educate  ourselves  about  racism, 
about  other  cultures  and  to  confront  racism 
when  we  see  it.  It  is  not  the  responsibility  of 
people  of  color  to  educate  us  on  how  not  to 
be  racist.  This  attitude,  this  burdening  of 
people  of  color  with  all  the  responsibility  to 
correct  our  ignorance,  is  what  has  caused  the 
failure  of  many  coalition  efforts  between 
white  people  and  people  of  color. 

We  cannot  expect  people  of  color  to  want 
to  work  with  us,  Mr.  Thewes,  or  to  be  able  to 
work  with  us  comfortably,  unless  we  take  on 
racism,  unless  we  own  it.  People  of  color  did 
not  create  racism.  We  did.  Therefore,  it  is  our 
duty  to  abolish  racism  within  ourselves  and 
institutions. 

Dealing  with  racism  is  not  about  second 
guessing  the  needs  of  communities  of  color. 
It  is  about  understanding  the  place  of  white 
privilege,  how  it  has  made  us  ignorant  and 
what  we  can  do  about  it  actively.  It  is  about 
understanding  difference,  respecting  it  and 
coming  from  a  place  of  humility  as  a  white 
person  in  a  world  where  most  people  are  of 
color. 

I  suggest  to  you,  Mr.  Thewes,  that  if  you 
really  are  concerned  with  the  lives  of  all 
people  living  with  AIDS  that  you  and  the 
rest  of  your  organization  (specifically  the 
white  members)  engage  in  some  intensive 
anti-racist/anti-oppression  training.  There  are 
groups  that  will  do  workshops  for 
organizations  like  yours.  I  would  be  happy  to 
give  you  names  of  people  in  the  Boston  area 
who  could  come  to  Washington,  D.C.  You 
simply  need  to  decide  that  it  is  of  importance 
to  you. 

Sincerely, 
Stephanie  Gilman 
Somerville,  Mass. 

Come  forward 

Dear  GCN: 

As  a  tenant  and  a  member  of  the  Advisory 
Board  of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Community 
Center,  I  am  concerned  by  our  community’s 
tendency  to  grossly  oversimplify  the 
problems  that  the  Center’s  Board  of 
Directors  has  dealt  with  over  recent  months. 
Some  community  leaders  naively  believe 
that  removing  Carol  Wessling  from  the 
Board  will  somehow  magically  undo  a  long 
series  of  problems  and  mistakes  which  were, 
in  fact,  the  responsibility  of  the  entire  Board, 
and  were  created  by  the  lack  of  community 
support  and  involvement  at  the  Center.  As  a 
community  leader  and  activist  for  20  years,  I 
have  lived  through  the  birth  and  death  of 
twoother  gay  community  centers  and  several 
related  organizations.  In  every  case,  when 
trouble  began,  people  were  more  interested 
with  placing  blame  than  with  supporting 
community  leaders  and  assisting  the 
organizations  with  personal  involvement  and 
input  which  could  improve  the  situation.  The 
Community  Center  is  in  the  formative  stages 
of  its  development  as  an  agency  which  our 
community  very  much  needs.  I  urge  people 
to  come  forward  with  technical,  professional 
and  financial  assistance  to  help  make  things 
better,  rather  than  trashing  leaders  who  are 
trying  to  correct  longstanding  problems. 

Sincerely  yours. 
Woody  Glenn,  President 
East  Coast  Bisexual  Network,  Inc. 

Boston,  Mass. 

They  underscore  reality 

[This  letter  was  originally  sent  to 
Massachusetts  Attorney  General  Scott 
Harshbarger :] 

Dear  Mr.  Harshbarger: 

Lawless  police  behavior  harms 
individuals,  corrodes  public  trust  in 
government,  and  engenders  deserved 
contempt  for  the  law  in  general.  That  is  why 
your  predecessor’s  report  documenting 
dozens  of  cases  of  illegal  and  abusive 
practices  by  the  Boston  Police  Department 
merited  your  attentive  follow  up. 

It  was  disheartening,  therefore,  to  read 
your  April  23,  1991,  review  dismissing  all 
the  allegations  contained  in  your 
predecessor’s  report.  Allegations 
documented  by  complainants,  witnesses, 
court  room  testimony,  statements  from  BPD 
officers,  complaints  made  to  the  BPD,  and 
television  footage  do  not,  in  your  opinion, 
warrant  legal  action  on  your  part — neither  to 
address  past  wrongs  nor  to  prevent  further 
violations. 

I  was  struck  by  how  often  the  issue  of  the 
complainant’s  or  witnesses’  unwillingness  to 
testify  or  cooperate  with  your  investigation 
or  any  prosecution  impeded  your  ability  to 
pursue  criminal  or  civil  remedies.  This 
reluctance  is  based  on  precisely  the  cynicism 
generated  by  your  predecessor’s  tardiness  in 
addressing  illegal  police  conduct  and  your 
present  efforts  to  ignore  it. 

You  acknowledge  that  the  BPD  has 


problem  with  its  “credibility  in  communities 
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SAFER  SEX  AND  DRUG  USE  GUIDELINES 

GCN  otters  these  guidelines  for  all  of  us  who  are  making  decisions  about  sex  and  drug  use  in  the  midst  of  the  AIDS  epidemic. 

HIV  is  a  virus  widely  thought  to  be  a  cause  of  AIDS.  The  highest  concentrations  of  HIV  are  found  in  blood  and  semen.  So  it's  important  to 
avoid  any  way  in  which  HIV-infected  blood  or  semen  can  get  from  one  person's  body  into  another  person's  bloodstream. 

•  Fucking  (anal  and  vaginal)  without  a  condom  and  sharing  needles  account  for  almost  all  the  documented  cases  of  HIV  transmission. 

•  Oral  sex  without  a  condom  or  dental  dam  accounts  for  a  very  few  documented  cases  of  HIV  transmission. 

•  Other  ways  of  transmitting  HIV  that  have  not  been  documented  but  which  could  be  theoretically  risky  include:  fisting,  finger 
fucking,  rimming,  deep  kissing,  sharing  uncleaned  dildos.  The  theory  here  is  that  any  way  HIV-infected  bodily  fluids  get 
from  one  person  into  another  involves  risk.  For  example,  HIV  could  be  transmitted  if  a  person  with  a  cut  on  their  hand 
fistfucked  their  partner  and  caused  bleeding  in  their  rectum  or  vagina. 


HOW  TO  PLAY  SAFER 

Only  you  can  decide  what  risks  you  are  willing  to  take.  Some  people  use  safer  sex  practices  with  all  their  partners.  Other  people  make 
decisions  about  the  risks  they  are  willing  to  take  based  on  their  own  and  their  partners'  sexual  and  drug  use  history  and/or  HIV  status.  People 
also  make  decisions  based  on  how  comfortable  they  feet  negotiating  safer  sex  in  any  particular  situation.  If  you  and  your  partner  have  not 
tailed  about  past  practices  and/or  HIV  status,  don't  make  assumptions.  (For  example,  many  lesbians  have  had  unprotected  intercourse  with  a 
man  in  the  last  ten  years.) 

•  Use  a  condom  when  fucking.  On  the  condoms,  use  water-based  lubricants  like  KY.  Oil-based  lubricants  like  Crisco, 

Vaseline,  and  baby  oil  may  make  condoms  break. 

•  Use  a  condom  when  sucking  dick  if  your  partner  is  going  to  come  in  your  mouth.  If  HIV-infected  cun  or  pre-cum  gets  in 
your  mouth,  it  may  ge)  in  your  bloodstream  through  cuts  in  your  gums  or  sores  in  your  mouth. 

•  Use  dental  dams  (latex  squares)  when  going  down  on  a  woman  if  she  is  having  her  period  or  has  a  vaginal  infection. 

Menstrual  blood  and  secretions  from  vaginal  infections  have  more  HIV  than  healthy  vaginal  secretions  or  urine.  No 
information  has  been  gathered  about  the  concentration  of  HIV  in  ‘female  ejaculate.' 

•  Use  latex  gloves  for  fisting  or  finger-fucking  if  you  have  any  sores  or  cuts  on  your  hands. 

•  Keep  semen  and  blood  (including  menstrual  blood  and  blood  drawn  from  piercing,  cutting  or  shaving)  out  of  your  vagina, 
anus,  mouth,  or  breaks  in  your  skin. 

•  If  you  share  dildos.  vibrators  or  other  sex  toys,  use  a  new  condom  each  time,  or  clean  toys  with  hydrogen  peroxide  or  soap  and  water. 

•  Alternative  insemination  may  put  you  at  risk.  Discuss  this  risk  with  potential  donors  or  sperm  banks. 

•  Massage,  hugging,  dirty  talk,  role-playing,  masturbation  (solo,  with  a  partner,  in  a  group)  and  other  activities  that  don't  let 
blood  or  semen  into  your  bloodstream  are  safe. 

•  Alcohol,  poppers  or  other  drugs  may  lower  your  ability  to  make  good  decisions.  Many  people  have  reported  that  they  have 
been  unable  to  maintain  safer  sex  practices  after  getting  high. 

•  Good  nutrition,  lots  of  rest,  exercise  and  nonabuse  of  alcohol  and  other  drugs  may  help  you  fight  all  illnesses,  including  AIDS. 


INTRAVENOUS  DRUG  USE 

•  Don't  share  works  (needles,  syringes,  droppers,  spoons,  cottons  or  cookers)! 

•  If  you  must  share  or  re-use  works,  clean  them  before  and  after  each  injection  as  follows:  dip  needle  and  works  into  bleach, 
draw  up  and  release  three  times,  dip  needle  and  works  into  fresh  water,  draw  up  and  release  three  times.  In  an  emergency, 
nibbing  alcohol  or  vodta  can  be  used  instead  of  bleach.  Or  you  can  boil  works  that  aren't  plastic  in  water  for  at  least  15 
minutes.  (Use  a  fresh  solution  each  time  you  clean  your  works.) 


RESOURCE  NUMBERS 

National  AIDS  Hotline:  1  (800)  342-7514 

AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  Boston  t  (800)  235-2331 

Latino  AIDS  Hotline  (bilingual),  Boston  (617)  262-7248 

AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  IV  Drug  Use  Taskforce,  Boston  (61 7)  437-4200 

Gay  Men's  Health  Crisis  (GMHC),  New  York:  (212)  807-6655 

National  Minority  AIDS  Council  (NMAC),  Washington  D  C  (202)  544-1076 

Women's  AIDS  Network  San  Francisco:  (415)  864-4376 


of  color.”  This  “credibility”  problem  will 
never  be  remedied  by  the  proposals  outlined 
by  the  BPD  and  endorsed  in  your  April  23, 
1991,  review.  The  police  cannot  police 
themselves,  and  improved  public  relations 
gimmickry  is  no  substitute  for  lawful 
professional  police  conduct 

A  recent  Boston  Globe  interviewee,  an 
African-American  man,  said  that  in  his 
community  they  understood  that  “the  enemy 
wore  blue.”  This  reminded  me  of  the  phrase 
used  in  the  gay  community  about  “bashers 
who  wear  badges.”  These  words  do  not 
reflect  a  “perception”  problem — they 
underscore  the  reality  that  the  Boston  Police 
are  literally  attacking  those  whom  they  are 
supposed  to  be  serving. 

After  your  April  23,  1991,  review,  the 
BPD  are  not  the  only  ones  with  a  problem  of 
credibility.  I  urge  you  to  reconsider  your 
dismissal  of  the  serious  allegations  raised  in 
your  predecessor ’s  report. 

Yours  truly, 
French  Wall 
Editor,  The  Guide 
Boston,  Mass. 

I  would  like  to  say  thank  you!! 

Dear  GO/: 

Those  two  words  “thank  you”  can  never 
express  the  gratifying  satisfaction  your 
publication  has  brought  to  me  in  the  past  few 
months.  I  believe  I  can  safely  say  that  I 
speak  for  many  other  men  and  women 
incarcerated  around  the  nation.  We  thank 
you! 

I  am  incarcerated  in  the  Florida 
Correctional  System,  doing  30  years  and  will 
see  freedom  very  soon.  I  was  at  the  end  of 
my  patience  with  a  problem  I  had  always 
thought  was  about  someone  else’s.  The 
circumstances  I  have  been  confronted  with 
have  shown  me  that  despite  how  “low-key” 
you  believe  yourself  to  be,  no  matter  how 
much  you  accept  your  situation  in  order  to 
simply  survive,  you  are  not  exempt  when 
you  find  yourself  surrounded  by 
homophobia. 

Since  my  arrival  at  this  “new”  institution, 

I  have  been  singled  out  and  ridiculed  beyond 
the  “normal"  level  of  attention  paid  to  those 
of  us  in  prison  who  are  gay,  transsexual, 
lesbians  and  transvestites.  I  am  transsexual. 
I’ve  experienced  riots,  rape,  shake-downs, 
confinement,  harassment  from  fellow 
prisoners  and  security.  I  believe  in  existing  in 
life  to  better  as  much  around  you  as  you  can, 
even  in  prison. 

I  cannot  accept  the  treatment  I  have 
recently  received  here  at  this  institution.  I 
cannot  accept  the  negligence  of  the 
administration  that  governs  the  security  of 
my  safety,  my  welfare.  The  mind-fucking, 
the  lies,  the  blatant  disregard  for  a  person’s 
safety  and  psychological  welfare  is 
atrocious.  When  I  was  confronted  with  a 
write  up,  that  I  had  nothing  to  do  with,  I  was 
told  that  I  would  receive  disciplinary  action. 

I  backed  up  and  showed  that  I  would  not 
“try”  the  system,  to  no  avail. 

Since  this  incident,  I  have  been 
continuously  harassed.  I  have  been  told  that 
if  I  did  not  “change  my  ways”  or  “my 
attitude”  I  would  be  placed  in  confinement  to 
learn  the  real  difference  in  harassment.  I 
have  been  told  to  “spread  a  little  honey.”  If 
my  attitude  does  not  change,  I  would  be 
kicked  to  sleep.  I’ve  been  told  that  I  should 
be  “shot  in  the  head.”  I’ve  been  called 
“punk,  sissy  and  homosexual  son-of-a- 
bitch.”  I  don’t  think  my  mother  would  care 
for  that  too  much. 

If  I  chose  to  take  further  action  that  would 
cause  waves,  an  issue  would  be  raised  to 
place  me  in  confinement,  resulting  in  loss  of 
gain  time.  I’ve  been  placed  in  an  area  that  is 
extremely  high  profile,  caused  by  one  officer 
lying  to  another,  resulting  in  actions  against 
me.  I  have  had  confrontation  with  officers 
that  have  placed  me  in  direct  adverse 
circumstances  with  other  prisoners,  about 
sex  and  race. 

I  beleive  it  is  time  to  reach  out  for  help. 

I  am  not  an  instigating  individual.  By 
nature  I  am  a  generous  person.  I  love  life.  I 
accept  things  naturally,  I  believe  that  my 
understanding  is  open  enough  that  to  accept 
even  the  fear  that  surrounds  me  and  about 
me.  But  acceptance  doesn’t  mean  that  I  have 
to  condone.  This  recent  situation  has  me 
questioning  my  tolerance.  The  threats  and 
absolute  hatred  I  have  experienced  have  me 
shaken. 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  have  to  write  my 
letter  on  such  a  tiring  subject  as 
“homophobia.”  Maybe  one  day  we  can  fmd 
that  it  is  considered  a  thing  of  the  past  and 
reserved  for  the  ignorant,  those  who  cannot 
accept  reality  as  it  is.  I  have  never  associated 
much  with  the  “gay  society.”  Since  reading 
GCN I  have  felt  a  part  of  and  cared  for  where 
I  have  always  felt  alone.  I’ve  been  ignorant 
I’m  very  interested  in  “our  world.”  I  hope  to 


SPEAKING  OUT 


Don’t  let  cynicism  and  hypocrisy 
rule  our  lives 


By  Julie  Rioux,  Dana  Van  Gorder 
and  John  Willoughby 

Ten  years  into  the  AIDS  epidemic,  even  the 
most  basic  efforts  to  stem  the  tide  of  the 
disease  can  still  be  derailed  by  “politics  as 
usual.”  If  you  needed  more  confirmation  of 
this  dismaying  fact,  we  received  it  last  week 
when  members  of  the  Bush  Administration 
moved  to  block  travel  and  immigration  to  the 
U.S.  by  people  with  HIV. 

This  development,  which  ignores  sound 
public  health  policy  in  order  to  pander  to 
homophobia,  racism  and  xenophobia,  is  all 
the  more  discouraging  because  it  had  seemed 
that  this  one  time,  on  this  one  issue,  common 
sense  and  medical  sense  might  prevail.  After 
a  nationwide  survey  of  public  health 
officials,  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control  had 
concluded  that  restricting  entry  of  HIV- 
infected  people  does  nothing  to  protect  the 
American  people,  and  even  the  conservative 
American  Medical  Association  weighed  in 
on  the  side  of  reason. 

In  the  face  of  this  unanimous  body  of 
medical  and  public  health  opinion,  the 
Administration’s  own  top  health  officials  had 
publicly  called  for  lifting  travel  and 
immigration  restrictions.  James  Mason, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Health  and  Human 
Services,  declared  that  unrestricted  travel  by 
HIV-infected  individuals  “imposes  no 
significant  additional  risk  of  HIV  infection  to 
the  U.S.,”  and  in  January,  1991,  Secretary  of 
Health  and  Human  Services  Louis  Sullivan 
issued  a  proposed  regulation  removing  HIV 
from  the  government’s  list  of  casually 
contagious  diseases  which  trigger  restrictions 
on  entry  into  the  U.S.  This  regulation  was  to 
take  effect  on  June  1.  At  the  last  minute, 
however,  Sullivan  responded  to  intense 
political  pressure  from  the  right  and  re¬ 
introduced  the  old  list,  which  does  contain 
HIV,  for  a  60-day  period  of  public  comment. 

As  they  so  often  do,  those  who  would 
institute  reactionary  AIDS  policies  are 
attempting  to  throw  up  a  smokescreen  of 
justifications.  In  this  case,  they  argue  that 
immigrants  with  HIV  may  become  a  “public 
charge,”  costing  the  nation  scarce  health  care 
dollars.  This  argument,  however,  is  the  height 
of  hypocrisy.  No  such  arguments  have  been 
raised  with  regard  to  other,  equally  expensive 
diseases,  and  in  any  case  the  purpose  of  the 


list  of  casually  contagious  diseases  is  to 
protect  not  the  wallets  of  the  American 
people,  but  their  health. 

In  this  regard,  the  revived  entry  restrictions 
are  not  only  useless,  they  are  actually 
harmful.  They  lend  widespread  public 
credence  to  the  discredited  notions  that  the 
threat  of  AIDS  comes  from  abroad,  or  that 
the  disease  can  be  spread  by  casual  contact, 
rather  than  by  engaging  in  specific,  unsafe 
behaviors.  By  reinforcing  these  dangerous 
myths  about  the  ways  in  which  HIV  is 
transmitted,  the  Bush  Administration 
cynically  undercuts  the  very  education  and 
prevention  efforts  it  claims  to  support. 

These  restrictions  also  convey  to  the 
American  public — and  to  the  entire 
world — the  message  that  it  is  acceptable  to 
discriminate  against  people  with  HIV.  After 
ten  years  of  struggling  to  lift  the  burden  of 
discrimination  in  housing,  jobs  and  health 
care,  we  cannot  allow  the  U.S.  government  to 
take  such  a  step  backward.  We  can  be 
virtually  certain  that  the  restored  regulations 
will  be  arbitrarily  enforced  not  only  against 
people  with  HIV  in  general,  but 
disproportionately  against  gay  men  and 
people  of  color.  To  encourage  and  sustain  this 
cruel  and  groundless  prejudice  is  a  brutal  and 
unconscionable  act  which  must  be 
repudiated. 

The  discriminatory  nature  of  the  proposed 
regulations  is  even  more  widespread  than  it 
would  appear  on  the  surface.  For  example, 
people  who  are  seeking  to  enter  the  U.S.  but 
are  refused  entry  on  the  grounds  of  their  HIV 
sero-status  will  in  many  cases  be  subjected  to 
severe  discrimination  in  their  country  of 
origin  once  the  reason  for  this  denial  is 
revealed.  Nor  is  the  reach  of  bigotry  limited 
to  those  outside  our  borders;  under  the 
proposed  regulations,  resident  aliens  in  the 
U.S.  who  are  found  to  be  HIV-positive  can  be 
deported  to  their  country  of  origin.  The 
cynicism  and  hypocrisy  of  this  rule  is 
underscored  by  the  fact  that  most  people  in 
this  situation  became  infected  during  their 
residence  in  the  U.S. 

Among  the  many  ramifications  of  this 
repressive  policy  is  that  it  may  lead  to  the 
cancellation  of  the  Eighth  International 
conference  on  AIDS  scheduled  to  be  held  in 
Boston  in  May,  1992.  This  would  be  a  blow 


of  real  consequence  to  the  cause  of  progress 
against  AIDS,  for  the  conference  plays  a 
pivotal  role  in  the  advancement  of  scientific 
research,  patient  care,  and  social  services 
responding  to  AIDS.  The  Conference 
sponsoring  agency,  the  Harvard  AIDS 
Institute,  is  making  every  effort  to  reverse  the 
Bush  Administration  policy,  and  we  need 
your  help. 

As  is  so  often  the  case,  the  Administration 
points  to  “public  opinion"  as  a  partial 
justification  for  their  brutal  actions. 
Following  the  publication  of  a  notice  stating 
that  HIV  would  be  removed  from  the  list  of 
casually  contagious  diseases,  the 
Administration  claims  to  have  received  “a 
flood  of  mail,”  some  30,000  letters,  in 
protest. 

It  is  clear  that  this  “flood"  was  organized 
by  the  same  right  wing  fanatics  who  bombard 
the  government  with  mail  on  every  issue 
which  would  benefit  people  with  HIV,  gays 
and  lesbians,  people  of  color  and  women. 
Although  it  sometimes  seems  futile  to  write 
the  U.S.  government,  we  cannot  desert  the 
field  to  the  abhorrent  forces  which  oppose  us. 
We  must  beat  them  at  their  postal  game  first, 
winning  the  breathing  room  needed  to  pry 
loose  their  death  grip  on  American  AIDS 
policy. 

To  make  your  voice  heard,  write  to: 
Charles  R.  McCance,  Director;  Division  of 
Quarantine;  Center  for  Prevention  Services; 
Centers  for  Disease  Control;  Mail  Stop  E04; 
Atlanta,  GA  30333.  You  must  say  that  you 
are  responding  to  Interim  Rule  42  CRF  Part 
34,  “Medical  Examination  of  Aliens,”  and 
that  you  strongly  oppose  including  HIV  on 
the  list  of  contagious  diseases. 

We  thought  we  had  won  a  victory  on  this 
issue,  but  now  it  may  be  slipping  out  of  our 
hands.  We  cannot  let  that  happen.  Instead,  if 
we  redouble  our  efforts,  this  may  be  the  last 
time  we  are  forced  to  write  an  address  such 
as  "Division  of  Quarantine”  regarding  AIDS 
and  HIV. 

Julie  Rioux,  who  sits  on  GCN’s  Board  of 
Directors,  is  a  staff  member  at  the 
International  AIDS  Center  of  the  Harvard 
AIDS  Institute;  Dana  Van  Gorder  and  John 
Willoughby  are  staff  members  at  the  Harvard 
AIDS  Institute. 


one  day  be  able  to  assist  in  establishing 
“our”  permanence,  “our”  rights,  “our”  love 
in  this  world. 

I  would  appreciate  it  if  you  would  print 
this  as  I  would  like  to  find  the  proper 
assistance  in  handling  this  situation. 

Thank  you!!! 

With  all  my  love  and  respect, 
Jasmine/Donald  D.  Davis  Jr. 

Raiford,  Fla. 

It’s  the  last 

Dear  GCN: 

It  was  with  much  pleasure  (and  a  tinge  of 
regret  as  it’s  the  last  of  the  series)  that  I  read 
Charley  Shively’s  “History  of  Fag  Rag  Part 
3”  ( GCN  May  12-18).  A  good  series  that 
anyone  with  any  interests  in  the  origins  of 
gay  periodicals  that  adequately  portrays  their 
travails  and  the  way  it  “used  to  be”  (and 
sometimes  “still  is”)  shouldn’t  miss.  And 
done  with  a  sense  of  humor  that  I  loved.  One 
has  to  smile  all  throughout  his  last 
paragraph. 

One  has  to  wonder  though  as  to  what 
constituted  “poor  quality”  of  writing  by 
prisoners,  as  complained  by  the  editor  at  the 
Philly  COSMEP  meeting. ..“poor  writing” 
per  se...  or  subject  matter???  The  Federal 
Bureau  of  Prisons  has  just  banned  issue 
number  7  of  Holy  Titclamps  from  all  federal 
institutions  because  of  my  poetry. 

Personally  I  feel  rather  proud  of  the 
accomplishment  as  I’m  sure  possession  of  an 
erotic  poem  with  deadly  intent  to  write  more 
would  meet  with  Charley’s  approval. 

To  the  sweet  end, 
Paul  Kip  Kirk  Reg.  No.  83001-158 
P.O.  Box  1000  C-2 
Lewisburg,  PA  17837 


Join 

the  staff  and  volunteers 
of  Guy  Community 
News  at  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Pride  in  Boston. 
Celebrate  your  Pride  by 
showing  support 
for  your  favorite  queer 
newsweekly!  March 
with  Gay  Community 
News  on  June  8th. 
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Celebrate  yourself  by 
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Community  News 
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for  as  little  as  $10! 
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Boy  Scouts 

Continutofrom  page  I 

Lewis  also  pointed  to  sections  of  the  Boy 
Scout  oath  and  the  Boy  Scout  law  that  he 
said  support  the  organization’s  anti-gay 
position.  Specifically,  he  cited  the  terms 
“morally  straight”  and  “clean  in  thought"  as 
condemning  homosexuality. 

“It  is  our  feeling  that  a  person  who  has 
homosexual  values  is  not  providing  a  role 
model  for  those  traditional  family  values  in 
which  scouting  is  rooted,”  he  said.  Lewis 
added  “Our  intention  is  not  to  push  our 
beliefs  on  others.” 

Lewis  said  he  believed  Disco’s  ruling 
affirmed  the  organization’s  “constitutional 
right  to  establish  and  maintain  membership 
standards.” 

Curran’s  attorney,  Davidson,  said  he  could 
think  of  only  one  other  situation  in  which  a 
court  upheld  an  organization’s 
discriminatory  exclusion  of  a  group  of 
people  based  on  “expressive  association.”  In 
that  case,  a  judge  ruled  that  the  Ku  Klux 
Klan  could  exclude  Black  people  because 
doing  otherwise  would  interfere  with  the 
Klan’s  anti-Black  message. 

“The  judge  is  basically  accepting  the 
opinion  of  a  few  older,  white  men  in  Irving, 
Texas,  who  haven’t  been  scouts  in  who- 
knows-how-long,”  said  Davidson.  “We  think 
she  was  wrong  in  accepting  the  position  that 
a  significant  part  of  what  the  Boy  Scouts  is 
about  is  being  a  hate  group,”  he  added.  “I 
think  that  has  and  will  come  as  a  sutprise  to 
many  people.” 

“There  is  not  a  single  piece  of  paper 
which  says  that  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America 
are  out  to  teach  that  homosexuality  is 
immoral,”  said  Davidson. 

According  to  Davidson,  the  rare  mention 
of  “homosexuality”  in  BSA  literature  could 
not  be  characterized  as  anti-gay.  He  said  that 
the  BSA’s  own  material  mentions  statistical 
evidence  that  shows  that  child  molestation  is 
most  often  perpetrated  by  heterosexual  men, 
which  made  it  impossible  for  the  BSA 
leadership  to  use  that  myth  as  an  argument. 

In  terms  of  passing  on  “traditional 
values,”  Davidson  said  that  the  scoutmaster’s 
handbook  states  “Rule  #  1:  You  do  not 
undertake  to  instruct  scouts  in  any 
formalized  matters  of  sex  and  family  life.” 
According  to  Davidson,  the  handbook  goes 
on  to  say  that  scoutmasters  are  probably  not 
qualified  for  such  undertakings,  and  are 
unlikely  to  be  able  to  change  a  scout’s 
eventual  adult  sexual  orientation. 

“The  case  has  placed  me  in  an  odd 
position  of  explaining  to  the  national 
leadership  what  the  Boy  Scouts  are  all 
about,”  said  Curran.  “The  traditional  values  I 
learned  were  tolerance  and  respect  for 
diversity.” 

Secret  file 

A  recent  article  in  the  Bay  Area  Reporter 
has  further  charged  that  the  BSA  has 
included  “known  or  suspected 
homosexuals,”  on  its  “Ineligible  Volunteer 
File”  (IVF),  a  computerized  listing  that  has 
been  kept  for  years,  ostensibly  to  screen  out 
suspected  or  convicted  child  abusers. 

The  article  cites  an  unknown  source  as 
revealing  that  much  of  the  computerized 
listing  consists  of  “nothing  but  news 
clippings  about  gay  activists  involved  in 
youth  issues.” 

Some  gay  rights  activists  argue  that  if  the 
BSA  is  the  anti-gay  organization  its 
leadership  claimed  in  court,  perhaps  it  does 
not  merit  the  support  and  good  reputation  it 
has  enjoyed. 

“If  we  are  not  successful  in  our  appeal,  it 
raises  serious  question  about  historical 
support  of  the  Boy  Scouts,”  said  Davidson. 
“The  Boy  Scouts  of  America  is  chartered  by 
Congress,  accepts  40  percent  of  their  funding 
from  the  United  Way,  and  recruits  kids  and 
holds  meetings  on  public  school  grounds,” 
he  said. 

Davidson  questioned  whether  United  Way 
donors  and  taxpayers  would  be  comfortable 
knowing  that  their  money  was  supporting  an 
anti-gay  youth  group. 

Following  the  judge’s  decision,  leaders  of 
the  Contra  Costa  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Organizations  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
United  Way  of  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area, 
asking  that  the  BSA  either  comply  with  the 
Unruh  law  or  have  its  United  Way  funding 
suspended. 

Chris  MacNamara,  spokesperson  for  the 
United  Way  of  America,  said  that  within  his 
organization,  local  chapters  are  largely 
autonomous.  He  said  it  would  be  up  to  each 
chapter  to  decide  whether  to  discontinue 
funding  the  local  Boy  Scout  councils  based 
on  the  BSA's  stated  anti-gay  policy.  He  noted 
that  many  United  Way  chapters  require  that 
their  own  state’s  anti-discrimination  statutes 
be  met  by  groups  that  they  fund. 

San  Francisco  and  Bay  Area  activists  are 
also  pressing  for  the  BSA  to  be  banned  from 
using  public  school  facilities,  based  on  local 


and  state  anti-discrimination  statutes. 

Tom  Ammiano,  San  Francisco’s  openly 
gay  school  board  member,  said  that  he  is 
working  to  find  out  which  public  schools  in 
his  district  allow  the  BSA  to  use  their 
facilities.  While  he  acknowledged  that  the 
Boy  Scouts  probably  serve  their  community 
well,  he  said  he  did  not  want  the  BSA  to 
continue  meeting  in  public  schools  if  its 
leadership  discriminates  against  gay  men. 

Curran  said  that  he  had  heard  that  the 
chief  executive  of  the  BSA  has  threatened  to 
“spend  the  last  dime  in  the  Boy  Scout 
treasury”  to  keep  gay  men  out  of  the  Boy 
Scouts. 

Curran’s  own  Mt.  Diablo  Boy  Scout  Troop 
disbanded  in  1983,  due  the  fact  that  no  one 
but  Curran  was  willing  to  serve  as 
scoutmaster. 

“Th.at  troop  was  50  years  old,”  said 
Curran.  “Given  the  chance,  I  would  have 
done  everything  I  could  to  keep  that  troop 
from  folding.” 

When  asked  if  he  would  volunteer  with 
another  Boy  Scout  troop  if  his  appeal 
succeeds,  Curran  said,  “Absolutely, 
tomorrow  if  I  could.” 

_  _  _  —filed,  from  Boston 

Alabama 

Continued  from  page  I 

to  show  up  on  a  test,  physicians  want  to 
know.” 

According  to  Jackson,  a  doctor  should 
know  whether  a  patient  is  HIV  positive  so 
that  he  or  she  can  request  a  protective  “AIDS 
suit”  when  performing  an  invasive  medical 
procedure.  He  said  that  the  great  expense  of 
such  suits  prohibited  their  use  by  every 
doctor  for  every  invasive  procedure. 

Many  activists,  however,  fear  that 
knowing  patients’  HIV  status  will  cause 
physicians  to  selectively  disregard  basic 
universal  precautions  against  transmission  of 
HIV,  such  as  the  use  of  rubber  gloves. 

“The  law  fosters  the  belief  that  a  physician 
will  somehow  be  safe  because  he  knows  the 
HIV  test  results  of  patients,”  said  Reach.  “A 
natural  outgrowth  of  this  will  be  a  failure  to 
adhere  to  universal  precautions.” 

Calls  for  mandatory  patient  testing  have 
recently  resurfaced  in  many  states.  In  1991, 
according  to  the  National  AIDS  Policy 
Center,  11  state  legislatures  considered  bills 
regarding  testing  patients  for  HIV  without 
consent. 

The  ACLU’s  Cooper  said  that  these  are 
the  same  issues  that  were  addressed  by  AIDS 
activists  in  the  mid-1980s.  “Communities 
that  are  afraid  of  AIDS,  that  don’t  know 
much  about  it,  feel  that  testing  as  many 
people  as  possible  will  ensure  they  won’t  get 
HIV,”  Cooper  said.  “This  assumption  is  full 
of  false  logic  because  testing  does  not  cure 
individuals  or  prevent  the  spread  of  AIDS,” 
she  added. 

Cooper  cited  reports  of  a  dentist 
transmitting  AIDS  to  patients  as  another 
reason  hospital  patients  and  health  care 
workers  have  been  targets  of  recent  calls  for 
HIV  testing  (see  GCN,  Vol.  18,  No.  39). 

Cooper  also  said  she  believes  there  is  a 
popular  misconception  that  the  stigmas  of 
AIDS  and  HIV  have  been  overcome. 
According  to  her,  this  leads  to  the  conclusion 
that  mandatory  testing  is  now  acceptable. 

“People  are  panicked,  and  they’re  tired  of 
AIDS,”  said  Cooper.  “They  are  tired  of 
taking  precautions  and  they  want  to  get  rid  of 
people  with  AIDS,  since  they  can’t  get  rid  of 
AIDS  itself. 

“There  is  still  a  stigma,"  Cooper  said, 
“and  it  is  hard  to  convince  people,  let  alone 
force  them,  to  get  tested  when  often  there  are 
no  treatments  available.”  from  Boston 


Kirby 


Continued  from  page  3 

against  gay  men  and  lesbians,  including 
spearheading  the  effort  to  repeal  the  1989 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Law,  pushing  for 
initiatives  that  would  prevent  lesbians  and 
gay  men  from  being  foster  parents,  and 
fighting  against  AIDS  education  programs. 

“[This  incident  has]  become  a  test  of  the 
Commonwealth’s  decency  and  compassion 
for  people  with  AIDS,”  Gorton  told  GCN. 
“Views  like  Kirby’s  need  to  be  challenged 
because  they  spread  misinformation  about 
AIDS  that  could  dull  the  sensitivity  of 
society’s  reaction  to  the  epidemic.  We  have 
to  transcend  this  rather  brutish  blame- the- 
victim  mentality,”  he  said. 

Some  activists  expressed  hope  that 
vigorous  public  response  to  anti-gay  and 
anti-AIDS  comments  will  serve  as  a  lesson 
to  other  politicians  who  might  otherwise  do 
the  same  thing. 

“I  think  that  every  time  an  insult  like  this 
is  hurled  at  gay  people  or  PWAs  we  need  to 
respond  with  public  outrage,”  said 
LaFontaine,  adding,  “By  embarrassing  Kirby 
and  the  people  around  him,  it  makes  it  much 
tougher  for  this  kind  of  incident  to  be 
repeated."  □ 
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•  Individual  •  Group  •  Couple 

: 

Allan  Singer  L.I.C.S.W. 

Psychotherapist 

Come  close  to  heaven 

Copley  Sg.  BostoI,  MA  (617)  266-2240 
Health  insurance  accepted 

APARTMENTS  & 

GUEST  ROOMS 

Dr.  Laurie  Livingston 

Open  year  round 
Distinctive,  charming 
and  immaculate 

LICENSED  PSYCHOLOGIST 

Anxiety  -  Phobias  ■  Stress 

(508) 487-3232 

1 04  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 

1131  Beacon  St.  Suite  1 
Brookline, Ma  02146 
(617)  734-5779 

Womencrafts 


"Out  of  the  Alley  and  onto  the  Street" 
Our  New  Home  376  Commercial  St. 
(comer/Pearl)  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
508-487-2501 
Still  Your  One  Stop  for 
Jewelry,  Books,  Music  &  More  ! 


THE 

BEAN 

GOOSE 


SKI  X  AND  SLOPE 
PRIVATE  BATHS 
SWIMMING  POOL 
TAVERN  ROOM 
JACUZZI 


FOR  WOMEN 

Sunapee  Region 
New  Hampshire 
(603)  456-3144 


The  Bean  Goose  (ben  goos)  I  .a  bed  and  breakfast 
inn  offering  counky  charm.  2.  a  vacation  or 
weekend  retreat  in  lake  and  mountain  region.  3. 
elegant  linens,  antiques  and  gourmet  breakfasts... 

MASTERCARD  &  VISA 

90  minutes  from  Boston 


AM  TIKVA 

Boston’s  Community  of 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Jews 


•  Social/Cultural  Events 
•  Holiday  Observances 
•  Egalitarian  Liturgy 

Box  11  Cambridge,  MA  02238 
(617)  782-8894 


VIDA  K.  BERK0WITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

In  practice  since  1975 

General  Practice 

•  Family  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


Cranston  Surgical 


PROTHESES 
AND  BRAS 

All  Sizes 
1-800-873-0788 
(617)232-0321 

1432  Beacon  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
Sara  Kaan  -  Pres. 
Woman-owned  Business 


Help  fight  violence 
against  lesbians 
and  gay  men! 

Volunteers  are  needed  by  the 
Victim  Recovery  Program  at  the 
Fenway  Community 
Health  Center  to: 

•  be  a  victim  advocate 
•  help  coordinate 
Don 't  Be  a  Victim  workshops 
•  plan  Hate  Crimes 
Awareness  day. 


for  more  information  on  these  and 
other  volunteer  opportunities  call 
Joyce  Collier  at  267-0900  X  315 


Not  one  wasted 


Jewelle  Gomez  talks  about  pride  in  her  poetry,  her  work, 
her  new  novel  and  her  communities 


Jewelle  Gomez  at  GCN's  'Cabaret',  March  1988 

By  Diane  Hamer 

Although  Jewelle  Gomez  has  been 
writing  and  getting  published  for 
years,  her  first  novel,  The  Gilda  Stories  has 
just  been  published  by  Firebrand  Books  ( sec 
GCN,  May  26-June  1,  1991).  Gomez 
recently  gave  a  reading  from  the  novel  at 
New  Words,  the  women’s  bookstore  in 
Cambridge. 

Spanning  150  years,  The  Gilda  Stories  is 
an  evocative  novel  that  tells  the  tale  of  a 
group  of  vampires  and  the  bonds  they  share 
across  time.  The  novel  is  about  the  creation 
of  family  by  choice,  and  the  re-creation  of 
the  self  through  the  sharing  of  individual 
histories.  Gone  are  the  traditional  images  of 
vampire-as-parasite :  taking  blood  and  life 
from  victims.  Instead,  Gomez  creates 
vampires  who  share  life,  knowledge  and 
sometimes  immortality. 

Gomez  grew  up  in  Boston,  graduated  from 
Northeastern  University  and  received  a 
graduate  degree  from  the  Columbia  School 
of  Journalism.  The  journalism  program,  she 
says,  gave  her  the  skills  to  write  well  and 
taught  her  what  she  needed  to  learn  about 
writing,  except  what  she  learned  from  Audre 
Lorde. 

GCN:  I  noticed  that  the  writing  in  The  Gilda 
Stories  was  very  dense,  but  that  when  you 
read  aloud  at  the  reading,  it  was  very  lyrical. 
Did  you  read  a  lot  of  it  aloud  as  you  wrote 
it? 

Jewelle  Gomez:  I  did  read  some  portions  of 
it  out  loud,  but  it  is  written  with  an  eye  to 
how  language  sounds.  Most  people  these 
days  don’t  read  very  densely  written 
materials,  since  most  material  that’s  written 
isn’t  very  dense.  But  language  is  really  a  very 
important  issue  for  me  because  it  holds  so 
much  of  the  power  of  how  we  present 
ourselves  and  what  we  have  to  say  about 
ourselves. 

I’m  interested  in  how  the  oral  tradition 
comes  together  with  the  literary  tradition, 
how  one  fuels  the  other.  It  was  very 
important  to  me  to  try  to  create  a  flavor  of 
the  times  and  language  was  a  very  important 
way  of  doing  that.  To  try  to  figure  out  how  to 
build  a  character  whose  language  would 
change  over  200  years  was  very  difficult. 

I  studied  a  lot  to  try  to  figure  out  a  kind  of 
verbal  tradition  would  be  in  keeping  with  the 
time  they  lived  in.  In  some  cases  it  made  it  a 
little  awkward  for  me  because  you’re  starting 
in  1850  and  that  language  is  not  the  language 
we  use  today,  so  some  people  have  to  get 
used  to  reading  that  way.  Just  like  people 
who  often  have  trouble  reading  books  in 
Black  dialect,  they  have  to  expand 
themselves  to  think  about  it 

It  was  very  exciting  to  me  to  figure  out 
how  to  develop  the  oral  and  literary  tradition 
over  time  so  that  these  characters  reflected 
something,  but  still  not  letting  them  lose  the 


flavor  of  where  they  were  bom.  I  think  as 
characters  who  are  living  through  time, 
they’re  never  too  comfortable  in  the  times  in 
which  they  were  not  bom  and  reared.  So,  by 
making  the  vampires’  language  just  a  little 
bit  different  from  everybody  else’s,  you 
could  make  them  just  a  little  bit  outside  of 
the  culture.  I  had  a  lot  of  fun  working  on  that, 
I  used  it  as  a  way  to  help  define  characters. 
The  oral  tradition  is  a  very  big  part  of  how  I 
think  about  writing.  Certainly  as  a  poet,  as  a 
writer,  I  try  to  do  at  least  as  much  work  on 
the  sound  of  the  words  in  my  fiction  as  I  do 
in  the  poetry. 

I  thought  of  the  exchange  of  traditions  and 
habits  between  the  characters  as  a 
manifestation  of  the  kinds  of  sharing  we  do 
from  one  lover  to  the  next.  Did  you  think  of  it 
that  way? 

What  I  was  trying  to  do  was  to  create  a 
larger-than-life  character  who  could 
mythologically  embody  all  of  the  things  that 
we  are.  I  thought  that  rather  than  ignore  the 
ordinary,  it  is  those  very  ordinary  things  that 
are  treasured  in  our  lives  that  we  do  pass  on 
that  are  important.  By  creating  a 
mythological  figure,  I  was  hoping  to  reach 
out  to  that  part  of  all  of  us  that  is  bigger  than 
life.  The  things  that  you  pass  on  from  one 
friend  to  another — the  stories  that  I  pass  on 
about  my  family  to  the  public  when  I  write 
articles — are  the  things  that  dreams  and 
myths  are  made  of. 

Our  U.S.  culture  has  for  so  long  insisted 
that  these  were  not  things  of  value.  Things 
coming  from  women,  from  Black  women, 
from  lesbians,  there  can  be  nothing  of  value 
that  needs  to  be  preserved  or  extolled.  I 
really  feel  that  there  is  a  mythology  that  we 
as  a  people — whatever  people  it  is  we  belong 
to  and  we  usually  belong  to  more  than 
one — carry  with  us.  We  have  stories  that  we 
can  tell  and  retell,  we  can  recreate 
mythologies  that  can  break  down  the 
mythology  of  figures  of  oppression  that  have 
been  turned  into  heroes  in  this  culture.  It’s 
real  exciting  to  do  that.  As  a  writer,  it’s  a 
challenge  to  take  what  is  essentially  an 
oppressive  figure,  the  vampire,  and  recreate 
it  so  that  I  have  a  woman  who  really  believes 
in  goodness  somewhere  and  wants  to  give  it 
to  others  and  wants  to  leant  about  it.  One  of 
my  favorite  parts  was  recreating  that 
mythology. 

Will  we  see  more  of  Gilda  in  other  stories? 

Possibly.  I  have  another  story  in  which 
Anthony  and  Sorrel,  two  of  the  characters 
from  The  Gilda  Stories,  appear.  I  loved  those 
two  characters  a  lot;  they  existed  before 
Gilda  did.  Actually,  I  got  so  involved  with 
them  because  I  loved  the  way  they  spoke.  I 
love  the  idea  of  having  two  men  who  have 
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"Pass  the  pink  marker. " 

"If s  dry.  Use  the  lavender." 

"They  were  out  of  lavender,  along  with 
everything  else!  The  stationery  store  was 
swamped!  Why  do  you  think  I  got  neon 
orange  posterboard?  You  think  I  like  this 
color?" 

By  Steve  Karpf 

esperate  words  like  these  are 
probably  being  heard  across  the 
nation,  because  to  make  a  visible,  fun  and 
therefore  successful  Pride  Day  ’91,  we  need 
to  use  a  lot  of  posterboard,  pens,  wood, 
canvas,  beer,  soda,  patience,  love  and  energy. 
Almost  50  gay  and  lesbian  communities 
across  the  United  States  expect  a  total  of 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  to  come  out 
and  celebrate  our  sexualities  in  dozens  of 
creative  ways,  ranging  from  rubber-tube 
floats  to  marches  through  business  districts. 
Pride  ’91  committees  around  the  country, 
some  of  them  years-old  incorporated 
institutions,  have  been  preparing  for  pride 
’91  all  year  long. 

The  results  of  this  hard  work  will  be  on 
display  this  month  (in  most  of  the  country)  as 
queers  everywhere  celebrate  the  anniversary 
of  the  1969  Stonewall  Riots,  the  event  widely 
considered  the  birth  of  the  modern-day 
lesbian  and  gay  liberation  movement.  From 
Dykes  on  Bikes  to  drag  queens  to  people 
with  AIDS  contingents,  the  various  Pride 
celebrations  around  the  country  have  lots  of 
things  in  common,  as  well  as  their  own 
individual  regional  flavors. 

What’s  the  theme? 

The  theme  for  Pride  ’91  is  “Together  in 
Pride,”  chosen  last  year  at  a  conference  of 
the  International  Association  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Pride  Coordinators.  Some  locations, 
however,  have  added  sub  themes  or  chosen 
their  own  theme  to  emphasize  their  particular 
region’s  context.  Nashville,  for  instance,  has 
chosen  “Legalized  Love  Between 
Consenting  Adults,”  in  order  to  reflect  the 
struggle  against  Tennessee’s  anti-gay  laws. 
Pride  organizers  in  North  Carolina  choose 
tow  themes — “Speaking  for  Ourselves”  and 
“20  Years  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Organizing  in 
North  Carolina” — so  that  they  may  celebrate 
their  own  voices  as  well  as  years  of  progress 
from  hard  work  an  organizing.  Rochester, 
N.Y. — which  is  also  reaching  out  to  the 
communities  of  Buffalo,  Syracuse  and 
Ithaca — preferred  “Celebrating  Our 
Diversity”  in  recognition  of  the  wide  variety 
of  people  who  self-identify  as  gay,  lesbian,  or 
bisexual.  The  Seattle  Freedom  Day 
Committee  chose  “Hands  Together  in  Peace 
and  Pride”  to  reflect  that  community’s  efforts 
to  create  an  environment  safe  from  gay¬ 
bashing  and  other  harassment.  The  flavor  of 
individual  Pride  activities,  it  is  clear,  is 
strongly  affected  by  the  interests  and 
concerns  of  local  gay/bi/lesbian 
communities. 

What’s  going  on? 

The  kinds  of  activities  being  organized  by 
Pride  committees  range  from  massively 
visible  political  marches.  Marches  and 
parades  are  happening  not  only  in  cities  like 
Boston  (where  approximately  80,000  people 
are  expected).  New  York  and  San  Francisco, 
but  in  smaller  ones  like  Durham,  N.C.,  where 
a  city-supported  march  of  3,000  people  is 
expected  to  walk  down  that  city’s  busiest 
commercial  street. 

Jeff  Crump,  the  president  of  the 


International  Association  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Pride  Coordinators,  is  also  the  coordinator  of 
the  Twin  Cities  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
Committee  in  Minneapolis/St.  Paul.  Crump 
told  GCN  that  the  two  cities  combine  their 
annual  Pride  efforts,  dividing  various 
activities  and  programs  between  them.  “We 
used  to  celebrate  for  a  week,”  he  said,  “But 
now  we’ve  expanded  for  the  whole  month  of 
June.” 

Crump  explained  that  the  annual  march 
takes  place  in  Minneapolis  with  a  separate 
rally  held  on  a  different  date  at  the  State 
Capitol  in  St.  Paul.  Although  not  official  tally 
was  taken  last  year,  Crump  and  other 
organizers  are  expecting  about  15,000 
participants  at  the  parade  and  the  festival 
celebration  that  immediately  follows  it. 
Rough  estimates  of  last  year’s  attendance 
indicated  that  the  crowd  for  the  Twin  Cities’ 
celebration  numbered  about  10,000  people. 

In  an  unusual  move,  the  gay  and  lesbian 
Pride  march  in  Michigan  has  been  re-located 
from  Lansing,  the  capital,  to  Adrian.  Last 
summer,  17  men  were  arrested  in  a  secluded 
outdoor  cruising  area  popular  with  gay  men. 
Organizers  decided  to  move  their  Pride 
march  to  Adrian  in  order  to  protest  this 
harassment  and  the  harsh  sentences — some 
face  prison  terms  of  one  year — meted  out  by 
Judge  Kenneth  Glasser,  who  called 
homosexuality  “a  sickness.” 

Some  of  the  most  imaginative  and  creative 
events  aren’t  even  a  part  of  the  traditional 
marches.  Rockford,  II.  came  up  with  the 
novel  ideas  of  floating  down  the  Kishwaukee 
River  on  inner  tubes  and  drag  racing  (where 
the  racers  move  from  spot  to  spot  acquiring 
appropriate  clothing).  Along  with  a  huge 
picnic  in  a  park,  Cincinnati  organizers  are 
planning  that  city’s  first  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Film  Festival,  as  well  as  a  dance  for  minor- 
aged  gay  and  lesbian  people.  Other  festivals 
around  the  U.S.  plan  to  have  two  separate 
stages;  in  one  case  the  separate  stage  is 
dedicated  to  children;  in  another,  an  all-day 
dance  party. 

People  in  every  location  contacted  by 
GCN  were  sponsoring  some  kind  of  fair  or 
festival  in  which  artists  and  local  organizers 
could  set  up  booths  for  selling  merchandise 
and  distributing  information.  Speakers  and 
entertainers  have  been  drawn  both  from  local 
and  nation-wide  pools.  Urvashi  Vaid  of  the 
National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force  will  be 
particularly  busy  with  speaking  engagements 
at  Chicago,  Nashville  and  Boston  Pride 
events.  But  while  the  nationally-known 
speakers  help  bring  in  the  crowd,  one  of  the 
secondary  functions  of  Pride  events  have 
been  to  support  numerous  local  bands, 
performers  and  other  artists  from,  our  smaller 
communities. 

The  numbers  expected  across  the  continent 
are  astounding.  Whether  they  were  expecting 
1,000  or  110,000  people,  organizers  said  that 
their  events  grew  larger  each  year,  sometimes 
by  hundreds,  sometimes  by  thousands.  Janet 
Kyle  of  the  Boston  Pride  Committee  told 
GCN  that  in  the  last  few  years  attendance  has 
gone  up  by  several  thousand  per  year. 

Whether  your  Pride  events  involve 
challenging  heterosexuals  with  your  open 
presence,  or  offering  a  safe  festival  venue  to 
celebrate  and  encourage  men  loving  men  and 
women  love  women,  the  result  is  that  each  of 
us — gay,  lesbian  or  bisexual — has  more 
safety  in  fulfilling  who  we  are  and  who  we 
want  to  be.  That  is  something  to  be  proud  of. 

□ 
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A  Celebration  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 


Paul  Monette 


Walta  Borawski 


A  couple  of  HIV¬ 
positive  white  guys 
sitting  around  talking 

Walta  Borawski  meets  Paul  Monette 


With  the  publications  of  Borrowed 
Time:  An  AIDS  Memoir  (1988, 
Harcourt,  Brace,  Jovanovich)  Love  Alone: 
Eighteen  Elegies  for  Rog  (1988,  St.  Martin’s 
Press),  Afterlife  (a  novel,  1990,  Crown),  and 
the  fabulous  new  novel  Halfway  Home 
(1991,  Crown),  Paul  Monette  has  become  the 
single  most  important  voice  for  the  HIV 
community  and  those  wishing  to  understand 
it.  On  April  19 1  interviewed  him  at  his  room 
on  the  ninth  floor  of  the  Ritz  Carlton  Hotel. 
This  is  important  to  me.  I  had  long  desired 
seeing  the  inside  of  a  room  at  the  Ritz 
Carlton,  probably  due  to  my  working-class 
h  ckground  and  lifelong  queeniness. 

Monette  was  traveling  with  his  lover, 
Winston.  That  night,  at  a  Glad  Day 
Bookstore  reading,  Monette  read  a  poem  for 
him,  preceding  it  by  saying,  "Stephen  died  in 
September,  and  1  met  Winston  in  November. 
Several  friends  said  'But  Paul,  isn’t  it  too 
soon?'  I  said,  ‘Yes.  Next  question.”' 

Monette’ s  room  had  a  swell  view  of  the 
Boston  Public  Garden,  at  the  time  filled  with 
brave  little  yellow-green  weeping  willow 
leaves  breaking  into  the  nippy  atmosphere. 
Everyone  who  works  at  the  Ritz  Carlton 
wears  a  Chinese  orchid  in  his  or  her  lapel, 
which  pleased  both  Monette  and  me.  We 
each  brought  a  disappointment  to  our 
encounter:  Monette  had  never  heard  of  me  as 
a  poet,  a  journalist  or  a  personality  (even 
though  we  both  had  poems  published  in  the 
Poets  for  Life  anthology);  and  I  in  turn 
disappointed  him  by  not  coming  armed  with 
more  than  five  questions.  I  had  correctly 
assumed  that  two  writing  queens  living  with 
HIV  would  know  what  to  say  to  each  other 
for  an  hour. 

We  began  by  talking  not  about  his  memoir, 
poems,  or  novels,  but  about  the  teleplay  he 
co-authored  for  an  episode  of  my  beloved 
(and  now  late,  lamented)  television  series 
thirtysomething.  It  was  the  episode  in  which 
the  hatefully  shut  down  het,  Michael 
Steadman,  showed  concern  for  the  erratic 
behavior  of  his  co-worker/ underling  Peter, 
who  had  just  been  tested  for  HIV,  a  situation 
at  first  unknown  to  everyone  else  in  the 
office. 

Paul  Monette:  I  was  quite  pleased  with 
[the  episode].  They  very  rarely  used  a 
freelance  writer.  I  may  have  been  the  only 
one  this  year.  They  have  a  large  staff,  and 
they  fight  to  do  those  episodes.  I  did  the  first 
draft  last  fall  and  then  the  staff  rewrote  it 
very,  very,  very  extensively.  Then  it  was 
directed  by  a  member  of  the  staff,  Richard 
Kramer,  whom  I  co-wrote  it  with  and  whom  I 
respect  the  most.  He  writes  several  episodes 
a  year;  he’s  one  of  the  producing  writers,  and 
he  directs  a  couple  of  episodes  per  year.  The 
ideas  were  both  of  ours,  I  couldn’t  really  pick 
out  what  lines  were  mine.  The  thing  about 
Ken  [Olin,  who  played  Michael  Steadman] 
being  unable  to  experience  grief  is  something 
I've  worked  a  lot  on.  I  felt  pretty  comfortable 
with  what  they  did. 

Walta  Borawski:  I  was  very  pleased  with 
the  Nancy  cancer  episodes,  too. 

PM:  I  wrote  one  of  those,  too. 

WB:I’  ve  been  fighting  HIV  since  1986, 
and  I  was  moved  by  certain  physical  aspects 
of  what  she  was  doing. 

PM:  Especially  the  ones  where  they  had 
the  titles  making  it  like  a  Bergman  film,  I 
think  that  came  from  Richard’s  experience 
with  friends  with  AIDS.  And  you’ve  been 
fighting  HIV  how? 

WB:  I’ve  been  on  AZT,  I’ve  been  on  ddl, 
I  got  pancreatitis  from  ddl.  I  have  23  T-cells. 


PM:  I’ve  been  on  ddl/ AZT  since  last  July, 
with  two  months  off  to  do  DDC.  My 
numbers  started  to  plummet,  at  that  point 
I’ve  had  about  200  T-cells. 

WB:  I  had  37  for  two  years,  and  during 
that  two  years  my  health  was  fine.  I  haven’t 
been  feeling  very  energetic,  but  I  haven’t  had 
any  major  opportunistic  infections. 

PM:  Mazeltov.  How  old  are  you? 

WB:  Forty-three. 

PM:  I’m  forty-five.  So,  they  haven’t  told 
you  to  go  on  DDC? 

WB:  Tim  Cooley  at  Boston  City  Hospital 
has  suggested  I  go  on  a  doubleblind  study, 
which  I’m  only  thinking  about.  It’s  the  study 
where  you  either  get  600  mg.  of  AZT,  or 
AZT  and  DDC;  or  DDC;  and  you  and  your 
doctor  don’t  know  what  you’re  on. 

PM:  For  how  long? 

WB:  I  really  don’t  know.  I  haven’t 
discussed  it  with  my  doctor  yet.  I  don’t  think 
he’s  going  to  be  hot  on  it. 

PM:  ’Cause  if  it’s  doubleblind  it  breaks 
after  a  few  months.  If  it  has  some  charity  at 
that  end — depending  on  what  their  first 
figures  are  showing — they  might  do  it.  DDC 
looks  really  good.  But  the  DDC/ AZT  studies 
in  Florida  look  good,  too.  Now,  as  I  say,  I 
went  on  to  DDC  and  AZT  and  I  went  down 
from  350  to  250  to  200  T-cells.  Who  knows 
what’s  what,  though?  How  much  time  do  you 
think  you  have,  do  you  think  about  that? 

This  is  a  question  that  the  heterosexual 
brother  asks  the  homosexual  brother  in 
Monette’ s  novel  Halfway  Home.  It  works 
better  in  fiction. 

WB:  Often.  I  sometimes  think  a  year.  I 
also  have  thoughts  about  the  quality  of  the 
time.  There  are  certain  things  I  don’t  think  I 
could  live  with,  like  blindness.  Things  that  I 
think  about  every  day.  Over  the  past  two 
years.  I’ve  had  a  hard  time  taking  myself 
sexually  seriously. 

PM:  It’s  come  back  to  me,  because  of  this 
new  relationship  I’m  in.  It’s  very  appealing. 
Ask  me  some  questions. 

WB:  That’s  why  I  find  Halfway  Home  so 
wonderful. 

PM:  I  mean,  listen,  no  one  is  happier  than 
I  that  I  managed  to  write  a  happy  book  about 
AIDS.  And  no  one  is  more  surprised  than  I. 
When  I  started  Halfway  Home  I  really 
wanted  to  somehow  evoke  this  moment 
about  how  happy  Stephen  [Kolzak,  1953- 
1990]  and  I  were.  He  was  diagnosed  by  then, 
not  sick,  but  he  had  KS  and  problems.  I 
finished  it  about  a  month  before  he  died. 

I  had  had  to  take  a  break  of  three 
months — my  mother  died,  I  had  to  do  the 
Afterlife  tour — and  I  left  off  the  manuscript 
on  page  313. 1  picked  it  up  again  in  June  to 
write  the  last  150  pages,  and  I  read  it  and  I 
was  unbelievably  impressed  by  how  happy 
they  all  were.  And  I  thought,  I  don’t  know 
whether  I  can  achieve  this  level.  But  I  think  I 
did. 

WB:  Most  of  the  blurbs  on  the  back  of  the 
hardcover  of  Halfway  Home  are  from 
heterosexual  critics,  such  as  Susan 
Brownmiller.  Is  that  your  publisher’s 
decision? 

PM:  Yeah.  They’re  so  desirous  to  make 
happen  this  thing  they  call  “crossover.”  And  I 
have  to  respect  that.  I  mean,  nothing  would 
make  me  happier  than  if  the  straight  brothers 
and  sisters  of  gay  people  find  Halfway  Home 
to  read  and  get  some  healing  out  of  it.  My 
political  sensibility  raises  some  hackles  about 
the  straight  critics,  although  they’re  not  all 
[straight].  Richard  Labonte  from  A  Different 
Light  bookstore  is  one  they  quote;  and  you 
have  to  say  that  Susan's  quote  is  amazing. 
The  last  thing  I  want  is  to  be  mainstream  by 
being  de-gayed.  It  doesn’t  feel  like  it’s 
happening  to  me. 

Continued  on  13 
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‘It  was  like  a  knife 
through  leather’ 

Lesbian  gets  pierced  with  pride 


By  Prudence  Smith 

got  my  pussy  pierced  two  weeks 
ago. Why?  How  about  “why  not?”  There 
was  about  as  much  thought  process  involved 
in  getting  some  vibrato  to  my  vulva  as  there 
was  in  getting  my  ears  pierced  at  K-Mart 
when  I  was  in  junior  high  school.  I’ve  always 
wanted  a  ring  through  my  clitoral  hood.  As 
far  back  as  I  can  remember. 

There  were,  however,  recent  events  that 
actually  made  me  follow  through  on  my 
piercing  desire.  First,  I  had  heard  through  the 
grapevine  that  “Master  Piercer”  Raelyn  from 
California  was  in  Boston  for  the  weekend 
specifically  to  do  piercings.  I  had  already 
asked  at  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
if  the  rumor  was  indeed  true  about  their 
offering  piercing  services.  Truth  is,  the 
Fenway  only  performs  nipple  piercings.  I’ve 
never  wanted  a  pierced  nipple  and  can’t 
imagine  why  anyone  would.  Too  painful.  So, 
with  Raelyn  in  Boston,  I  knew  it  was  “now 
or  never”  for  a  “professional”  piercing 
performed  by  a  woman. 

I  also  had  the  money.  Piercings  ain’t 
cheap,  honey.  Clitoral  hood  piercings  start  at 
$50  and  go  up  in  price  depending  on  the 
elaborateness  of  the  ring,  stone  and  setting 
you  choose.  Of  course,  I  always  could  have 
had  a  friend  perform  the  piercing,  both  of  us 
steeped  in  alcohol  with  Patti  Smith’s  Easter 
album  warbling  in  the  background.  But 
there’s  just  something  too  pedestrian  about 
home  jobs.  And  besides,  it  would  become  a 
bonding  thing  if  a  close  acquaintance  were 
commissioned  after  such  a  mission.  I  didn’t 
want  to  have  to  name  it  after  anyone.  So,  I 
opted  for  the  econo-piercing:  1/2"  surgical 
stainless  steel  with  a  graphite  cube  bead 
attached.  I  figured  I  could  always  upgrade. 

I  also  had  the  rationale.  Despite  my  desire 
from  way  back  to  get  pierced,  there’s  still  a 
baseline  amount  of  psychic  energy  that  needs 
to  be  mustered  to  actually  follow  through 
with  the  fantasy.  This  was  not  something  I 
decided  to  do  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  like 
a  drunk  high  school  football  player  who 
ventures  to  Providence,  R.I.,  for  a  tattoo.  It 
was  more  an  ongoing  thought  process  that 
was  brought  to  fruition  quicker  than  I 
expected  when  I  heard  the  High  Priestess  of 
Piercing  was  in  town. 

Part  of  the  rationale  was  also  having 
recently  been  dumped  big  time.  Feeling 
particularly  jaded  and  vulnerable,  I  wanted 
nothing  more  than  to  be  somewhat  physically 
“different”  so  I  could  convince  myself  that 
the  bitch  no  longer  knew  me  as  well  as  she 
thought  she  did.  I  figured  if  I  couldn’t  get 
closure  after  a  relationship,  I  could  get  some 
from  a  healing  labial  wound.  Friends  said  I 
was  all  the  more  reason  for  the  Brady  Bill  to 
pass  through  Congress,  saying  there  should 
have  been  a  two-month  moratorium  from  the 
time  of  my  break-up  until  the  time  I  could 
“qualify”  for  a  piercing. 

Finally,  there  was  some  sort  of  symbolic 
significance  in  getting  a  piercing  “down 
there.”  The  ultimate  penetration?  An 
anonymous  fuck?  Pseudo-stigmata?  A 
customized  cunt!  Of  course  there’s  the  actual 
cubed  graphite  bead — a  box  for  my  box,  a 
jewel  for  my  jewel! 

The  morning  of  my  piercing,  I  bathed  a 
little  longer  than  usual  and  rubbed  some  rain- 
scented  oil  on  my  twat.  I  hadn’t  been  this 
meticulous  about  my  personal  hygiene  since 
the  morning  of  my  First  Communion,  some 
twenty  years  before.  Just  some  residual  ritual 
from  an  otherwise  unremarkable  recovery 
from  Catholicism. 

When  I  arrived  at  the  sex  toy  shop,  I  was 
expecting  a  truly  lesbian  setting:  a  private 
room,  maybe  some  incense  and  candles,  and 
perhaps  with  iconography  like  movie  stills  of 
Jodie  Foster  in  Taxi  Driver.  Maybe  there’d 
even  be  the  noxious  strains  of  a  Windam  Hill 
Sampler  CD  chirping  away  in  the 
background.  No  such  luck:  Front  242 
blasting  away,  cock  rings  hanging 
everywhere,  and  two  austere  conference 
room  chairs  in  a  comer  behind  some  draped 
black  fabric.  Through  the  window,  I  could 
see  rich  people  from  the  ’burbs  chewing  on 
overpriced  lox  in  a  trendy  cafe.  “If  they 
could  see  what  isn't  on  the  menu,”  I  thought. 

Raelyn  and  I  discussed  the  fine  art  of 
piercing  placement.  There  are  a  lot  of  things 
to  consider — masturbation  styles,  sexual 
practices  and,  most  important,  VEINS.  I 
initially  wanted  my  piercing  dead  center  over 
my  clit,  but  was  disappointed  to  find  I  had  a 
huge  vein  (a-doy)  running  all  through  the 
thing.  I  settled  for  a  piercing  off  to  the  left 
and  slightly  farther  down.  It  made  sense, 
actually,  an  asymmetrical  piercing  to  go  with 


my  asymmetrical  blunt  haircut 

I  was  also  pleased  to  find  out  that  my 
family  “jewel”  was  large  enough  to  preclude 
the  use  of  a  surgical  clamp  to  isolate  the 
“area  of  interest” 

Clamp  or  no  clamp,  the  actual  piercing 
hurt  like  hell.  Short  but  very  sharp.  Right 
before,  Raelyn  asked  if  I  was 
“grounded” — as  if  there  had  been  any  way  to 
prepare  adequately  for  the  pain  that,  in 
retrospect,  I  couldn’t  even  envision.  I 
remember  seeing  an  old  Western,  where  a 
cowboy  would  swig  a  mouthful  of  whiskey 
and  bite  into  some  nearby  leather  product 
while  a  makeshift  “doc”  “sterilized”  his 
“instrument”  over  an  open  flame,  and  then 
proceeded  to  amputate. 

This  scenario  could  only  somewhat 
approximate  the  intensity  of  the  pain  I  felt.  I 
did  what  Raelyn  had  instructed.  I  visualized 
pulling  the  earth’s  energy  through  the  center 
of  my  body  and  then  exhaling  it  down  and 
out  and  repeating.  I  pictured  myself  as  this 
human  willow  tree,  grounding  and  grounding 
some  more.  I  was  as  grounded  as  someone 
who  didn’t  believe  in  that  bullshit  could  get. 

People  were  shopping  on  the  other  side  of 
the  black  curtain,  jamming  to  Front  242, 
when  they  heard  a  shrill  “Oh,  SHIT!!”  The 
pain  travelled  up  my  body  and  burst  behind 
my  left  eye.  My  hands  became  shaky  and 
sweaty.  The  Front  242  music  seemed  to  stop, 
if  just  for  a  second.  The  browsing  noise  also 
seemed  to  halt  momentarily  and  pick  up  a 
little  more  briskly  than  before,  although  it 
was  hard  to  tell  from  behind  the  black 
curtain. 

I  put  on  my  pants,  thanked  Raelyn,  and 
handed  her  a  check.  Penetration  terminated, 
transaction  complete.  She  gave  me  some 
“care  and  feeding”  instructions  about 
personal  hygiene  and  safe  sex,  and  then 
smiled  and  said  “Can  you  feel  it?”  I  thought, 
“What  a  stupid  question!  Of  course  I  can  feel 
it!”  But  it  was  on  the  way  home  that  I  found 
out  what  she  meant.  There  was  a  feeling  of 
euphoria  I  could  only  describe  as  orgasmic. 
The  pain  subsided  completely,  and  I  was 
immensely  happy  for  the  rest  of  the  day.  I 
bled  only  a  little,  usually  when  I  bore  down 
to  take  a  dump.  I  called  friends  to  tell  them 
of  my  sweet  violation. 

My  roommate  flipped.  “No,  I  don’t  want 
to  see  it  !  Open  heart  surgery!”  he  yelped. 
“What  other  kind  of  self-mutilation  are  you 
considering?” 

I  said  I  found  it  as  “mutilating”  as  I  did 
pierced  ears.  I  did  this,  /  wanted  it,  no 
function  was  impaired,  and  besides,  it  was 
pretty.  And  just  because  I  had  ONE 
unconventional  piercing  didn’t  necessarily 
mean  I  was  addicted  to  the  process  or  that  I 
needed  body  parts  covered  in  tattoos  for  a 
complete  set  of  matching  designer  luggage. 
But  then  I  thought  of  Jane  Child  and  how 
ergometrically  efficient  her  chain-linked, 
pulley-system  piercings  must  be....  □ 

Prudence  Smith  is  the  pseudonym  of  a 
lesbian  who  prefers  to  remain  anonymous  so 
that  she  won't  have  to  field  requests  on 
demand  for  personal  viewings  of  her 
gorgeous  new  piercing. 


(l-r)  Diane  Richardson,  Nancy  Williams  in  Michelle  Gabow's  theater  production 


A  hip  new  whodunit 

The  Women’s  Theater  Project  mounts  Michelle  Gabow’s  Who 
Killed  Martha  Mitchell?  (or  The  Day  the  Laughing  Stopped ), 
proving  community  theater  can  be  ‘radical  and  alternative.’ 


By  Julie  Catalano 

f  you  are  a  murder  mystery  fiend  but  feel 
the  worlds  of  Sherlock  Holmes  and 
Agatha  Christie  are  a  little  removed  from 
your  own,  take  heart:  Jamaica  Plain 
playwright  Michelle  Gabow  has  written  a 
play  that  adds  hip  new  dimensions  to  the 
whodunit  genre  and  drags  a  few  shockingly 
modem  skeletons  out  of  the  closet. 

Who  Killed  Martha  Mitchell  (or  The  Day 
the  Laughing  Stopped),  set  for  a  month-long 
run  beginning  June  7  at  Suffolk  University’s 
C.  Walsh  Theater,  is  a  murder  mystery  satire 
that  takes  place  in  a  fictional  Provincetown 
restaurant  called,  suspiciously  enough,  the 
Hometown  Cafe.  In  the  play,  a  punk  lesbian 
performance  artist  named  Martha  (who  has  a 
habit  of  being  brutally  honest),  is  murdered. 
Everyone  around  Martha  was  fascinated  by 
her  penchant  for  telling  the  truth,  but  also 
frightened  by  it.  Apparently  each  had 
something  to  hide. 

Using  theatre,  video  and  performance  art, 
the  piece  explores,  according  to  Gabow,  “the 
fear  of  honesty  in  a  society  that  perpetuates 
denial.  By  exploring  the  denial  in  the  lives  of 
the  women  who  eat,  meet  and  waitress  at  the 
cafe,  we  begin  to  see  the  uses  and  need  of 
denial  in  women’s  lives.” 

The  characters  also  incorporate  some  of 
the  foibles  of  modern  society:  a  phony 
fortune  teller  is  addicted  to  laxatives  but  has 
a  remedy  for  everything;  a  “nightmare 
therapist  who  believes  in  the  word  ‘should’ 
and  is  defined  by  externals”  (according  to  the 
actress  who  plays  her,  Nancy  Williams);  and 
a  Washington,  D.C.-based  Republican  lawyer 
who  is  a  closeted  lesbian. 

Although  she  herself  never  appears  “in  the 
flesh,”  the  play  is  loosely  based  on  what 
happened  to  Martha  Mitchell,  the  woman 
who  was  married  to  John  Mitchell,  Attorney 
General  during  the  Nixon  Administration.  “I 
was  always  fascinated  with  what  happened  to 
Martha  Mitchell,”  Gabow  explains.  “She  was 
the  perfect  wife  in  some  ways,  a  Southern 
belle,  very  cute  and  outspoken.  She  usually 
spoke  out  for  [the  administration’s]  causes, 
but  when  she  found  out  what  happened  with 
the  Watergate  break-ins,  she  was  horrified. 
Many  terrible  things  happened  to  her  after 
she  began  to  tell  the  truth.” 

After  blowing  the  whistle  on  Nixon  and 
his  cohorts,  Martha  Mitchell  was  allegedly 
harassed  by  the  GA — with  physical  violence 
among  their  tactics — and  her  daughter  was 
taken  away  from  her.  Finally,  her  alcoholic 
condition  worsened  and  she  died  penniless. 

For  Gabow,  the  fate  of  Martha  Mitchell  is 
indicative  of  why  women  spend  so  much 
time  and  energy  denying  painful  pasts,  self¬ 
destructive  habits,  relationships  and  negative 
feelings.  The  truth  wields  a  terrible  power 
that  can  bring  tragic  consequences  down  on 
the  head  of  its  bearer.  That's  why  the  figure 
of  punk  performance  artist  Martha  is  so 
controversial  within  the  play,  and  presumably 
that’s  what  gets  her  killed.  The  women  in  the 
cafe  are  drawn  to  her,  yet  are  angered  by  and 
afraid  of  her  because  they  are  in  denial  over  a 
myriad  of  issues,  including  their  own 
sexuality,  sexual  abuse  in  their  pasts, 
addictions  and  ungrounded  fears. 

Following  Martha’s  murder,  those  in 
proximity  of  the  crime  are  only  too  happy  to 


assume  the  heavy  burden  of  guilt  that 
certainly  makes  the  work  of  the  detective 
investigating  the  case  a  lot  more  difficult. 
“Who  did  kill  her?”  Gabow  asks. 
“Everybody,  nobody?  Women  feel  forced  to 
confess  to  crimes  they  don’t  do  all  the  time. 
Women  feel  inherently  guilty.” 

Veteran  actress  Doreen  Disanza  plays 
Canada,  the  impromptu  detective.  Disanza 
says  her  character  “thinks  in  images 
somewhere  between  Diane  Arbus  and  Alfred 
Hitchcock.  There’s  a  big  picture  and  she 
doesn’t  know  if  she’s  in  it  or  taking  it” 

Gabow  says  the  audience  is  helped  along 
in  trying  to  decipher  the  big  picture  in  this 
play  “by  the  ghost  of  Martha  Mitchell  who 
weaves  in  and  out  of  the  mystery:  Martha’s 
antagonistic  video  art  pieces,  and 
inappropriate  therapy  sessions — until  the 
play  builds  to  its  startling  climax.” 

Other  themes  underscore  the  murder 
mystery  format  of  the  piece,  and  dialogue 
about  the  Watergate  affair  sounds  uncannily 
familiar  in  these  post  Desert  Storm  days.  Jan 
Murphy,  an  actor  in  the  production,  says,  “I 
was  shocked,  when  we  started  acting,  at  how 
deep  this  play  is.  I  thought  it  would  be  a  light 
murder  mystery,  but  really  it’s  more  serious. 
The  issues  in  the  play  are  very  timely.  That’s 
not  a  coincidence.” 

Michelle  Baxter,  who  plays  Rebecca,  the 
Black  owner  of  the  Hometown  Cafe,  points 
out  that  the  piece  tackles  the  issue  of  racism 
and  white  privilege.  “Rebecca  owns  a  cafe  in 
Provincetown.  That’s  unheard  of.” 

There  are  many  surprising  twists  and  turns 
in  Who  Killed  Martha  Mitchell?  and  by 
following  the  maze  of  clues,  theatergoers 
come  to  like  the  characters  better  and  better. 
“As  in  life,  things  aren’t  always  what  they 
appear  to  be,”  Murphy  explains.  “And 
whatever  the  eccentricities,  I  think  these 
women  have  gone  through  a  lot  of  pain  and 
there's  a  strength  and  a  power  they  have.  In 
the  end  we  find  that  out.” 

Adds  Baxter,  “There  are  ambiguities,  lots 
of  questions  raised.  But  the  play  also  allows 
us  to  laugh  at  ourselves.” 

If  you  saw  Gabow’s  play  Knock-Knock 
about  a  woman  contending  with  the 
simultaneous  deaths  of  her  lover  and  beloved 
grandmother,  produced  last  year,  you’ll  rest 
assured  that  Gabow  can  make  an  incisive 
point  without  endangering  a  play’s 
entertainment  value.  Mitchell,  Gabow  points 
out,  is  not  short  on  laughs  and  sticks  to  the 
murder/mystery  format,  even  while  making 
its  social  commentary.  “I  hope  that  people 
will  think  about  their  lives  as  they  watch  it, 
but  I  want  them  to  enjoy  themselves.  There 
are  parts  that  are  funny,”  she  says. 

Gabow  is  pleased  to  have  gotten  around  to 
writing  a  whodunit.  “I  am  an  obsessive 
reader  of  mysteries,”  she  says,  “and  I  used  to 
be  a  closeted  murder/mystery  writer.  So,  I 
thought  I’d  try  to  write  a  murder/mystery 
play.  Maybe  it’s  more  linear  than  my  other 
plays,  but  barely  so.  Like  my  other  work,  it 
combines  dreams  and  reality,  but  has  the 
murder/mystery  kind  of  weaving  through  it. 
The  great  thing  about  this  format  is  that  you 
get  to  know  who  did  it.  In  real  life  you  never 
find  out  who  did  it.” 

As  with  her  other  plays,  Knock-Knock  and 
Continued  on  page  17 


Brother  to  brother 

Essex  Hemphill  continues  the  work  of  the  late  Joe  Beam 
in  demanding  serious  attention  and  respect  for  the  lives  of 
black  gay  men 


Brother  to  Brother:  New 
Writings  by  Black  Gay  Men 

Edited  by  Essex  Hemphill 
Conceived  by  Joseph  Beam 
Alyson  Publications,  Boston  1991 
$8.95  paper,  269pp. 

Reviewed  by  Phil  Harper 

It’s  hard  to  believe  that  it  has  already  been 
five  years  since  the  publication  of  In  the 
Life,  the  anthology  of  writings  by  black  men 
edited  by  Joseph  Beam.  In  retrospect,  the 
appearance  of  that  book  in  1986  seems  to 
have  marked  the  beginning  of  an  era,  a  time 
during  which  black  gay  men  have  demanded 
serious  attention  and  respect  from  both  the 
larger  African-American  community  and  the 
white-dominated  institutions  of  gay  America. 

Not  by  any  means  the  first  published  volume 
of  the  post-Stonewall  era  to  address  the 
peculiarities  of  black  gay  identity — Adrian 
Stanford,  for  instance,  published  his 
collection  of  poetry.  Black  and  Queer,  in 
1977 — In  the  Life  nonetheless  succeeded  in 
bringing  to  the  public  attention  the 
tremendous  range  of  black  gay  male 
experience.  The  writers  featured  in  the 
collection  quested  unflinchingly  to  discover 
the  significances,  both  positive  and  negative, 
of  that  experience. 

The  major  achievement  of  In  the  Life, 
then,  was  to  affirm  for  its  readers  that  there 
exists  a  critical  mass  of  black  gay  men  who 
are  engaged  in  important  political  and 
cultural  work,  and  to  present  that  work  not  as 
the  independent  efforts  of  isolated 
individuals,  but  rather  as  integrally  related 
elements  in  a  larger  movement. 

The  work  of  that  movement  has  been 
carried  out — often  quietly,  sometimes  less 
so — since  the  late  1970s.  It  can  be  found  in 
the  pages  of  such  journals  as  Moja:  Black 
and  Gay,  and  Blackheart  (originally 
Yemonia),  both  from  New  York;  through  the 
writings  and  publications  of  New  York’s 
Other  Countries  collective;  in  the 
organizational  efforts  of  groups  like  Black 
Gay  Men  United,  in  Oakland,  Calif.,  and 
Adodi,  in  Philadelphia;  through  the  music  of 
Blackberri;  and  in  the  film  and  video  works 
of  Isaac  Julien  and  Marlon  Riggs. 

What  has  made  the  period  since  the 
publication  of  In  the  Life  particularly 
exciting,  however,  is  the  degree  to  which 
black  gay  men  have  created  a  collaborative 
community  in  which  our  work  can  be 
enriched  through  the  sharing  of  experiences 
and  the  exchange  of  ideas.  The  extent  to 
which  this  has  taken  place,  even  inter- 
continentally,  is  demonstrated  in  the  work  of 
the  British  filmmaker  Isaac  Julien 
(particularly  his  Looking  for  Langston  which 
features  poetry  not  only  by  Langston 
Hughes,  but  by  other  black  gay  poets  from 
the  U.S.,  including  Essex  Hemphill)  and  in 
Marlon  Riggs’  experimental  documentary 
video.  Tongues  Untied.  The  video  shares  its 
title  with  a  British-published  anthology  of 
black  gay  poetry,  edited  by  Martin 
Humphries,  and  which  represents  a  strong 
collaborative  impulse  in  its  presentation  of 
work  by  artists  such  as  Hemphill,  Blackberri 
and  Craig  Harris.  And,  of  course,  evident 
throughout  Tongues  Untied  is  the  influence 
of  Joe  Beam,  whose  In  the  Life  essay, 

“Brother  to  Brother:  Words  from  the  Heart,”  is 
quoted,  appropriated  and  transformed  into  a 
powerful  slogan  of  black  gay  affirmation  in 
Riggs’  flawlessly  executed  video  work. 

This  is  as  it  should  be.  For  even  as  In  the 
Life  drew  upon  and  documented  a 
fundamentally  collective  movement,  its  success 
nonetheless  derived  largely  from  the  tireless 
efforts  of  that  one  man — Joe  Beam,  who  was  in 
the  process  of  compiling  materials  for  a  second 
black  gay  anthology  when  he  died  of  AIDS- 
related  causes  in  1988.  Beam’s  concept  for  this 
second  book  was  nurtured  after  his  death  by  his 
parents,  who  offered  material  and  emotional 
support  to  poet  Essex  Hemphill  as  he  undertook 
the  task  of  editing  the  manuscripts  that  Beam 
had  begun  collecting.  The  result  is  Brother  to 
Brother:  New  Writings  by  Black  Gay  Men,  a 
volume  that  seems  the  perfectly  logical 
extension  of  the  work  undertaken  in  In  the  Life 
five  years  ago. 

Not  that  there  aren’t  significant  differences 
between  the  two  volumes.  In  particular,  the 
structure  of  Brother  to  Brother  seems  tighter 
and  more  cohesive  than  that  of  In  the  Life, 
which  brought  together  extremely  diverse 
materials  on  a  wide  array  of  topics.  Brother  to 
Brother,  on  the  other  hand,  is  divided  into  four 
strongly  defined  sections:  “When  I  think  of 
home”  consists  primarily  of  poetry  and  short 
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fiction  about  the  experiences  of  black  gay  men 
among  traditional  family  and  friends;  “Baby, 
I’m  for  real”  presents  more  stories  and  poems 
about  relationships  between  black  men;  “Hold 
tight,  gently”  is  an  extremely  powerful 
collection  of  pieces — many  of  them 
autobiographical  essays — on  the  effects  of 
AIDS  on  black  gay  men’s  lives;  and  “The 
absence  of  fear"  features  a  selection  of  self- 
assured  and  unapologetic  critical  essays  on  the 
nature  of  homophobia  in  African-American 
culture.  The  whole  is  prefaced  by  an 
introductory  essay  by  Hemphill  that  touches  on 
many  of  the  issues  addressed  in  the  rest  of  the 
book. 

I  am  among  the  many  readers  who  enjoy 
Essex  Hemphill's  poetry  immensely.  The 
intensity  and  integrity  with  which  he  explores 
even  the  most  troubling  facets  of  black  gay  life 
constitute  a  standard  against  which  the  rest  of 
us  might  well  measure  whatever  work  we  do 
for  the  cause.  His  political  message  practically 
floats  on  the  beautiful  lyricism  of  his  verse,  as 
in  “Commitments,”  which  addresses  the  role  of 
the  black  gay  man  in  the  extended  African- 
American  family: 

In  the  photos 

the  smallest  children 

are  held  by  their  parents 

My  arms  are  empty,  or  around 

the  shoulders  of  unsuspecting  aunts 

expecting  to  throw  rice  at  me 

someday. 


I  am  the  invisible  son 

In  the  family  photos 

nothing  appears  out  of  character. 

I  smile  as  I  serve  my  duty. 

Hemphill’s  prose,  too,  is  often  extremely 
affecting,  as  in  the  case  of  “In  an  afternoon 
light,"  which  documents  his  interaction  with  a 
homophobic  black  man  at  a  Philadelphia  trolley 
stop.  At  other  times,  however,  Hemphill’s  prose 
work  seems  less  carefully  crafted  than  his 
poetry,  as  though  the  relative  lack  of  formal 
constraints  in  prose  necessarily  implies  less 
order  among  the  myriad  observations  that  he 
wants  to  make.  This  is  a  bit  of  a  problem  in  the 
Brother  to  Brother  introduction,  which  ranges 
from  personal  history  to  reflections  on  the 
effect  of  AIDS  on  the  black  community  to  a 
short  analysis  of  Robert  Mapplethorpe’s 
photographs  of  black  men  to  commentary  on 
homophobia  in  African-American  culture  from 
the  1920s  through  the  1960s,  all  presented 
without  the  careful  transitions  and  linking 
passages  that  would  indicate  how 
fundamentally  related  all  these  issues  are.  As 
anyone  familiar  with  his  work  would  expect, 
there  is  a  wealth  of  valuable  commentary  in 
Hemphill’s  introduction,  and  one  of  his  most 
crucial  points  is  the  following: 

What  we  must  do  now  more  than 
ever,  is  nurture  one  another  whenever 
and  wherever  possible.... 

We  must  focus  our  attention 
around  issues  of  craft  and  discipline  in 
order  to  create  our  very  best  literature. 

We  must  demand  this  of  ourselves.... 

So  it  is  in  this  spirit  that  I  point  to  the  gaps  in 
Hemphill’s  own  writing,  which  are  troublesome 
only  because  the  work  he  does  is  so  important 
At  the  same  time,  the  relatively  disjointed 
character  of  Hemphill’s  introduction  closely 
approximates  the  quality  of  the  collection  as  a 
whole.  It  is  important  to  note,  however,  that  the 
unevenness  of  the  anthology  is  not  really  a  fault 
so  much  as  it  is  a  testament  to  the  broad  scope 
of  Joe  Beam’s  vision  and  Essex  Hemphill’s 
integrity  in  following  it  through.  After  all,  the 
very  nature  of  a  work  such  as  Brother  to 
Brother  is  self-contradictory,  insofar  as  it 

Continued  on  page  17 
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COMPUTER  HELP 

■  software  ■  hardware  ■  networks 
■  maintenance  ■  trouble-shooting 

Hosken  and  Associates  is  a  consulting  firm  specializing  in  automating 
small  business  practices  and  procedures  to  maximize  management  control.  We 
are  large  enough  to  have  wide  ranging  expertise  yet  small  enough  to  give 
your  needs  personal  attention.  Our  three  principals  have  over  thirty-five 
years  of  business  experience. 

We  know  what  it  takes  to  make  a  business  successful  and  we  help 
you  achieve  that  goal. 

HOSKEN  AND  ASSOCIATES 

8  Hillside  Street  •  Boston,  Massachusetts  •  02120 
John  Hosken  (61 7)  445-8130  -  FAX  (617)  442-6439 


/  L  KENMORE  ■  ■■ 

MAREA  MURRAY  L1CSW 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  &  CONSULTATION 

FORMERLY  OF  GAY&  LESBIAN  HEALTH 

RECOVERY:  ACOA'S  •  ACOD'S  •  ABUSE  •  TRAUMA 

SPECIALTIES  INCLUDE: 

AIDS/HIV  •  SEXUALITY  •  CANCER  •  COMING  OUT 

•  Fees  negotiable  •  Insurance  accepted  •T  &  Wheelchair  accessible 
Women  and  men  •  Lesbian,  Gay  and  Bisexual  •  267-6525 


Another  Madonna 
mention 


adonna’s  latest  provocative 
appearance  is  in  the  June  13  issue  of 
Rolling  Stone,  in  a  pictorial  by  Steven  Meisel 
that  accompanies  an  interview  by  Carrie 
Fisher.  Many  lesbian  and  gay  fans,  eager  for 
more  evidence  or  at  least  innuendo  of 
Madonna’s  bisexuality,  probably  picked  up 
Rolling  Stone  this  week.  I  know  I  did,  for  the 
first  time  since  my  teenage  brother  left  a 
copy  lying  on  the  coffee  table  at  my  parent’s 
house. 

The  pictorial,  “Flesh  and  Fantasy,”  casts 
Madonna  as  a  seductive  member  of  the  Paris 
demimonde  of  the  ’30s.  Inspired  by  the  work 
of  Brassai,  the  pictures  show  bordello  scenes, 
cross-dressing,  women  lying  together  and 
kissing.  These  are,  according  to  Brassai, 
“The  Secret  Paris”  and  his  pictures  of  these 
subjects  were  not  published  until  the  '70s. 
Unfortunately,  these  scenes  of  a  hidden 
alternative  are  not  presented  as  a  part  of  the 
history  of  sexual  minorities,  although  most  of 
us  would  identify  them  as  such.  Instead, 
according  to  Madonna,  “It  was  a  great 
chance  to  re-create  an  era  that  I  feel  I  would 
have  really  flourished  in,  that  nothing  I 
would  have  done  would  have  been 
censored.”  This  statement  is  certainly 
mysterious.  First,  how  could  Madonna  be 


more  accepted  than  she  already  is?  Second, 
this  is  certainly  a  romanticized  view  of  the 
culture  of  Paris  in  the  ’30s,  which 
marginalized  rather  than  accepted  the 
behaviors  of  the  underworld  members 
portrayed  by  Brassai.  However  problematic 
the  motivations,  the  pictures  are  charming 
and  I  still  give  Madonna  points  for  yet 
another  great  performance. 

The  accompanying  interview,  billed  as 
“Big-Time  Girl  Talk,”  is  disappointing  at 
best.  Madonna  does  well  under  the 
circumstances,  but  Carrie  Fisher — in  an 
attempt  to  be  scandalous  and  to  validate  her 
own  importance — really  drags  down  the 
conversation.  When  Madonna  expresses 
interest  in  doing  a  project  on  Frida  Kahlo, 
Fisher’s  response  is:  “Wasn’t  she  supposed  to 
be  an  unattractive  woman?”  In  talking  about 
sex,  Madonna  says  she  likes  getting  head  and 
then  to  be  fucked.  She  then  adds  “I  guess  a 
woman  could  strap  on  a  dildo.”  Fisher’s 
homophobic  response:  “Not  really.  There’s 
no  way  to  look  at  somebody  who  has 
strapped  on  a  dildo  and  still  think  that  they’re 
human.”  If  you  are  still  curious,  buy  the 
Rolling  Stone.  You  can  hang  the  picture  on 
the  fridge  next  to  the  postcard  of  Bessie 
Smith  and  throw  the  rest  away. 

— Laura  Pierce 


One  finely  tuned 
instrument 


The  debut  of  Ars  Nova 


The  lesbian  and  gay  community 
celebrated  the  birth  of  a  new  vocal 
group  “for  lesbians,  gay  men  and  their 
friends”  with  the  premiere  performance  of 
Ars  Nova  at  Paine  Hall  in  Cambridge,  May 
18.  Ars  Nova  brought  to  its  audience  an 
ensemble  “created  with  one  goal  in  mind: 
music.”  With  vocal  talent  from  the  Boston 
area  and  under  the  direction  of  the  Harvard 
Glee  Club’s  Thomas  Kim,  Ars  Nova’s  debut 
presented  a  challenging  concert  program. 

The  evening  began  with  the  chorus 
presenting  a  trio  of  a  capella  pieces 
including  “Gaudete  Omnes”  by  Sweenlinck, 
“Agnus  Dei”  (from  Missa  O  passi  spar  si), 
and  “Selig  sind  die  Toten,  SWV  391"  by 
Schutz.  With  all  three  pieces,  Kim  managed 
to  direct  both  group  and  audience  through 
each  passage  as  if  all  were  participating.  The 
group  was  expressive  and  well  controlled, 
displaying  an  eloquent  musicianship. 

The  first  half  of  the  concert  also  included  a 
captivating  performance  of  Hugo  Distlers’ 
“Sin get  dem  Herm  ein  neues  Lied,  Op.  12, 
No.  1.”  The  group  closed  the  first  half  with 
J.S.  Bach's  “Singet  dem  Herm  ein  Neues 
Lied.”  For  this  piece,  the  chorus  quickly 
rearranged  into  a  double  chorus  position.  The 
smooth  lines  and  lyrical  development  of  each 
part  made  for  a  well  rounded  ending  for  the 
first  half. 

In  the  second  half  of  the  concert,  the 
members  of  Ars  Nova  performed  works  by 
Brahms,  Karel  Husa  and  the  challenging 
“Americana”  by  Randall  Thompson.  During 
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this  second  half,  the  chorus  performed  with 
their  talented  accompanist,  Karen  Harvey 
and  a  small  orchestra  that  was  not  credited  in 
the  program.  Finally,  the  chorus  sang  to 
contemporary  pieces  with  a  folk/gospel 
quality,  displaying  their  skills  for  this  style  of 
music. 

My  only  concern  during  the  performance 
was  the  use  of  folders  while  singing.  Due  to 
limited  rehearsal  time — -only  three  months 
— the  chorus  was  not  able  to  take  the  next 
step  of  performing  without  written  sheet 
music  in  their  hands.  I  found  this  to  be 
distracting  and  I  felt  that  potentially 
wonderful  musical  moments  were  lost  with 
this  hindrance.  In  addition,  although  the 
soprano  and  alto  sections  were  well  balanced 
and  possessed  a  beautiful  tone,  they  were  at 
times  drowned  out  by  the  tenor  and  bass 
sections. 

To  his  credit,  Kim  was  energetic  and 
vibrant  in  his  conducting  and  humble  to  the 
audience,  recognizing  the  chorus  many  times 
before  taking  a  bow.  His  interpretations  of 
the  music  were  well  thought  out  and 
calculated. 

In  choral  singing,  an  objective  is  to 
develop  musicianship  to  such  a  height  that 
chorus  members  sing  as  one.  The  45 
members  of  Ars  Nova  sang  with  beauty, 
expression  and  passion,  while  being  balanced 
and  well-tuned.  They  truly  sang  as  one 
finely-tuned  instrument. 

—  Earl  E.  Dimaculangan 
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LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 

FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 


SOMERVILLE,  MASSACHUSETTS  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


Healthy  teeth... 
they're  a 
team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1 259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)364-5500 

Monday  -  Saturday  &  Evenings 


S&G 


SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 


888  WASHINGTON  ST. 

DEDHAM,  MASSACHUSETTS  02026 
(617)  461-0098 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 


Gay  Cruises! 

RSVP  -  Men 
Olivia  -  Women 
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City  Point 
Travef 


Gay  Guesthouses  •  Tours  •  Resorts 


1  H  A 

INTIMNATIONAL  Q  A  V  TNAVll  ASSOCIATION 


Club  Med  All  Women's  Week  -  Playa  Blanca! 
Call  Victor  at  (617)  269-8550  Voice/TDD 


HIV  Education 

. . .  for  everyone  interested 
in  good  health. 


"Discussion  Group  for  HIV  Negative  Gay  Men" 

June  10  •  7  -  9  pm 

At  the  Old  South  Church,  4th  floor,  645  Boylston  Street,  Boston 

"Medical  Consent:  Who  Decides?" 

June  12*7-9  pm 

Legal  Panel  discusses  new  Mass.  Health  Care  Proxy  law. 

At  the  John  Hancock  Conference  Center,  40  Trinity  Place,  Boston 

"Should  PWAs  Have  Underground  Access 
to  Unapproved  Drugs?" 

June  13  •  7  -  9  pm 

Panel:  Richard  Copeland,  San  Francisco  buyers '  club;  Richard  Druyetis,  MD, 
FCHC  Medical  Director;  and  Michael  Cronin,  PWA  Coalition. 

At  the  John  Hancock  Conference  Center,  40  Trinity  Place,  Boston 


Bulk  Male  delivers 


"Meeting  Men  and  ...  (in  the  90's)" 

June  21  *8-11  pm 

A  social  and  supportive  safer  sex  workshop  for  gay  and  bisexual  men, 
co-sponsored  by  the  AIDS  ACTION  Committee. 

At  AIDS  ACTION,  131  Clarendon  Street,  4th  floor,  Boston 

"Ayur  Veda  (Traditional  Indian  Medicine)" 

June  27  •  7  -  9  pm 

At  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  7  Haviland  Street,  Boston 


Questions?  Like  to  be  on  our  mailing  list?  Call  (617)  267-0900  x287. 
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"YOU  CAN’T  FLAUNT  IT 
IF  YOU  HAVEN’T  GOT  IT.  " 


—  the  Boston  Lesbian  <fc  Gay  Pride  Committee 
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A  brand  new  magazine  ‘for  large  men  and  their  counterparts’ 
is  breaking  away  from  the  skinny  standards  of  gay  soft  pom 


By  Christopher  Wittke 


Anew  magazine  called  Bulk  Male  has 
recently  surfaced  in  the  sea  of  gay 
soft-pom  clones  with  a  decidedly  different 
look:  the  quarterly  features  stories, 
photospreads  and  personal  ads  dedicated  to 
large  men  and  the  men  who  like  them.  This  is 
quite  unusual  in  a  market  permeated  by  the 
young,  the  blond  the  thin,  as  presented  in 
such  monthly  magazines  as  Honcho ,  Torso 
and  Jock. 

“I  got  tired  of  going  to  the  newsstand  and 
not  finding  what  I  wanted  to  see,”  said  Rich 
Bergland,  publisher  of  Bulk  Male.  “We’re 
trying  to  get  people  to  look  beyond  the 
mainstream  porno  stereotypes,”  he  told  GCN. 
To  that  end,  Bergland  created  Bulk  Male  as  a 
“connecting  point,  for  big  men  and  the  men 
who  like  them  to  network,”  and  plans  to 
incorporate  overviews  of  big  men’s 
organizations  from  around  the  world  into 
future  issues. 

Bergland  sees  Bulk  Male  as  part  of  a 
grassroots  reaction  to  the  homogenized 

Really  big 


images  that  have  come  to  dominate  the  soft 
pom  market.  In  fact,  a  large  percentage  of 
over-the-counter  porn  magazines  have 
straight  women  art  directors  selecting 
pictorial  content. 

“A  lot  of  gay  men  are  getting  tired  of 
seeing  the  same  old  thing,”  Bergland  said. 
“So  you’re  starting  to  see  smaller 
publications  serving  segments  of  the 
population  that  have  long  been  ignored." 
Bergland  mentioned  such  recent  upstart 
magazines  as  Bear  which  focuses  on  hairy 
men  (most  pom  slicks  feature  shaved  models 
almost  exclusively)  Daddy ,  which  bills  itself 
as  featuring  “prime  beef,  aged  to  perfection”; 
and  Chiron  Rising,  which  is  busting  the 
stereotype  that  50-,  60-  and  70-  year  old  gay 
men  can’t  be  extremely  sexy. 

After  being  fired  from  his  job  as  head 
physiologist  at  a  sporting  club  in  Denver  for 
being  gay,  Bergland  decided  that  he  would 
“never  let  anyone  try  any  oppression  crap 
again.”  He  set  out  to  create  Bulk  Male  when 

Continued  on  page  16 
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Girth  and  Mirth  of  New  England  is  one  of  several  clubs 
around  the  world  designed  for  big  gay  men  and  the  men  who 
wouldn’t  have  them  any  other  way.  This  summer  their  annual 
conference  will  be  held  in  Boston. 


By  Denis  Hanley 

What  people  are  told  that  the  name  of 
our  club  is  Girth  and  Mirth  of  New 
England,  they  sometimes  respond  with  a 
chuckle  or  an  inquisitive  look.  “Girth,”  the 
circumference  of  something  (or  someone); 
“Mirth,”  the  state  of  merriment.  The  purpose 
of  our  organization  is  to  provide  a  social  club 
for  big  gay  men  and  their  admirers  (also 
known  as  “chubbies”  and  “chasers”).  Our 
goal  is  to  offer  a  friendly  alternative  to  the 
“thin-is-beautiful”  gay  gym/bar/cruising 
scene.  Thus  our  name. 

Girth  and  Mirth  of  New  England  is  part  of 
an  umbrella  organization  called  the  Affiliated 
Big  Men’s  Club  (A.B.C.),  which  is  an 
international  network  of  similar  clubs.  On 
this  continent,  there  are  clubs  in  San 
Francisco,  New  York,  Washington,  D.C., 
Detroit,  Los  Angeles,  Seattle,  Portland,  Ore., 
Philadelphia,  Del  Ray  Beach,  Fla.,  Atlanta, 
Indianapolis  and  British  Columbia.  In 
.  Europe,  clubs  have  formed  in  London,  Paris, 
Berlin  and  Brussels. 

Girth  and  Mirth  of  New  England  was 
founded  as  a  non-profit  organization  in  1985. 
We  currently  have  a  membership  of  over  125 
men  who  take  part  in  our  various  activities 
for  fun  and  support.  The  organization  runs  on 
a  volunteer  basis. 

We  regularly  host  socials  (currently  on  the 
second  Saturday  of  the  month)  at  the  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Center  in  Boston.  These  are 
informal  parties  at  which  new  members  can 
get  to  know  the  club  and  “old-timers”  can 
socialize  and  relax.  We  also  plan  other 
events,  such  as  visits  to  comedy  clubs  in 
Boston,  picnics,  house  parties  and  occasional 
visits  to  other  A.B.C.  clubs  for  their  socials. 

All  members  receive  our  monthly 
newsletter  that  includes  a  photo  of  our 
featured  member  “Hunk  of  the  Month.”  The 
newsletter  includes  club  news,  a  calendar  of 
events  and  our  quarterly  “Banned  in  Boston” 
personal  ads  section. 
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This  summer,  Girth  and  Mirth  of  New 
England  is  proud  to  be  hosting  the  annual 
A.B.C.  conference — known  as  Convergence 
— in  Boston  for  the  first  time.  As  its  name 
implies.  Convergence  is  a  gathering  of 
A.B.C.  members  from  around  the  world. 
From  Thursday,  Aug.  29  to  Monday,  Sept.  2, 
we  have  planned  a  fun-filled  weekend  of 
workshops,  banquets,  cocktail  parties,  tours 
of  Boston  and  various  hospitality  suites  at 
The  Lafayette  Hotel,  the  site  of  Convergence 
’91. 

Other  Covergence  weekend  highlights 
include  a  fashion  show  of  epic  proportions; 
Girth  and  Mirth  of  New  England’s  Fifth 
Anniversary  Party,  to  be  held  at  Boston’s 
Computer  Museum;  a  “Mr.  Chubby/Mr. 
Chaser  of  the  Universe”  contest;  and  a 
Monday  morning  farewell  brunch.  This  is 
traditionally  a  time  for  presentations, 
speeches  and  long  goodbyes — and  for  the 
realization  for  many  of  us  that  a  lot  of  love, 
friendship,  camaraderie  and  support  exists  in 
Girth  and  Mirth  and  the  Affiliated  Big  Men’s 
Clubs.  □ 

Membership  in  Girth  and  Mirth  of  New 
England  is  $30  per  year  or  $45  for  couples 
who  join  together.  The  only  major 
prerequisite  is  that  members  must  be  18 
years  of  age  or  older. 

Our  socials  are  held  on  the  second 
Saturday  night  of  every  month  at  the  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Center,  338  Newbury  St.,  Boston. 
Admission  is  $5  for  members,  $10  for  non¬ 
members.  Beer,  wine,  soda  and  munchies  are 
included. 

If  you  would  like  to  take  part  in 
Convergence  '91  or  would  like  to  receive 
more  information  about  that  event  or  the 
club  in  general,  call  Denis  Hanley,  (617) 
387-0672  or  write,  Girth  &  Mirth  of  New 
England,  P.O.  Box  6041,  Boston,  MA  02209. 

All  information  is  kept  completely 
confidential  as  a  matter  of  Girth  and  Mirth 
policy.  i 
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The  return  of  R&P 


Romanovsky  and  Phillips  will  be 
bringing  their  entertaining  and 
inspiring  show  back  to  Cambridge,  on  Fri., 
June  14.  Regular  visitors  to  the  area,  R&P 
will  be  performing  at  Harvard’s  Paine  Hall  at 
8:00  p.m.  The  show  is  part  of  a  tour 
celebrating  the  release  of  the  duo’s  fourth 
album,  Be  Political  Not  Polite!  Pat 
Humphries,  formerly  of  Cambridge,  will 
serve  as  opening  act  for  the  show,  which  will 
be  emceed  by  Linda  Moakes. 

I  last  caught  up  with  these  guys  at  the 


Masonic  Temple  in  Arlington,  Mass.,  if  I 
recall.  The  hall  was  not  inspiring,  but  the 
singers  were.  Romanovsky  and  Phillips  have 
always  brought  fresh  ideas  to  their  songs  and 
performances,  and  not  even  glaring  portraits 
of  old  Masons  could  dim  the  joy  the 
audience  felt.  Tickets  are  $15  and  available 
at  Crone’s  Harvest,  New  Words,  Glad  Day, 
Out  of  Town  Tickets  and  at  the  door.  Call 
497-3019  for  reservations  or  information. 

— Jim  Fauntleroy 


At  long  last,  Ferron 

More  than  half  a  decade  since  the  release  of  her  last  record, 
the  mere  mention  of  Ferron's  name  inspires  strong  reaction 


Ferron,  Phantom  Center  (Chameleon) 
Reviewed  by  Caroline  Foty 

erron’s  last  album.  Shadows  on  a 
Dime  came  out  in  1984.  However,  she 
certainly  has  not  been  forgotten.  Recently  at 
a  party  I  asked  some  women  in  their  mid-20s 
what  they  thought  of  Ferron.  The  immediate 
uproar  was  proof  to  me  that  she  still  inspires 
strong  reactions  in  those  who  hear  her. 

Even  so,  however,  people  who  thought 
they  knew  what  Ferron  was  all  about  may 
think  again  when  they  hear  Phantom  Center. 
The  differences  begin  at  the  surface:  her 
distinctive  and  propulsive  guitar  playing, 
while  not  absent,  is  surrounded  and  often 
buried  by  a  full  band  sporting  lots  of  glossy 
synthesized  sound.  More  profoundly, 
however,  the  singer  herself  has  changed. 
Feeling  blocked  and  empty  in  direct 
proportion  to  her  growing  fame,  Ferron 
stopped  performing  and  spent  some  time 
living  on  an  island  off  British  Columbia.  “I 
needed  to  get  away  from  my  public  persona. 
I  had  to  withdraw  and  believe  in  something 
else,”  she  says  in  the  interview  included  in 
her  press  kit. 

Clearly  a  spiritual  transformation  has 
taken  place.  In  the  song  “Inside  Track,” 
Ferron  refers  to  a  characteristic  earlier  song 
(“Ain’t  Life  A  Brook,”  about  the  end  of  a 
relationship): 

I  remember  that  time  I  told  you 
About  your  love  and  the  polished  stone 
It’s  so  easy  to  forgive  you 
Now  that  I’m  polishing  up  my  own... 

This  reference,  showing  Ferron’s 
understanding  of  the  past  and  joy  at  personal 
growth  away  from  that  old  place,  offers  a  key 
to  understanding  the  album. 

I  give  when  the  giving’s  easy 

And  then  I  crack  when  the  give's  too  hard 

I  adore  the  distant  hazy 

And  then  run  when  it’s  in  my  yard... 

1  got  to  kiss  the  face  of  heaven 
And  then  when  she  kissed  me  back 
I  tried  to  roll  my  lucky  sevens 
And  now  I’m  back  on  the  inside  track. 

This  new  tone  is  consistent  throughout  the 
album:  broader  melodies,  very  different  from 
Ferron’s  normal  speech-singing;  an  attitude 
of  hopefulness;  and  the  achievement  of  the 
calm  center  that  allows  for  self¬ 
understanding  and  a  rueful  perspective  on 
where  she  has  been. 

There  seems  to  be  a  loose  organization  to 
the  album  as  a  whole,  a  tracking  of  Ferron’s 
"journey.”  She  declares  some  of  her  intent  in 
“Stand  Up;” 

I’m  gonna  stand  up  and  let  myself  be  counted  for 
Stand  up  now 

I've  got  my  one  life  and  what's  it  amount  to 
If  I  don't  learn  how 

To  love  you  and  love  myself  beside  you 
Mu  the  gentle  and  ptoud 
I  want  to  love  life- 


And  in  “The  Cart”  she  hints  at  one  of  the 
places  she  looked  for  help: 

If  we  are  lives  and  souls  to  keep 
If  we  are  Love,  I  hope  we  do  not  sleep 
I  hope  we  do  not  sleep,  I  hope  we  stay  our 
ground 

Hold  fast  to  the  Mother  as  she  turns  us  round 

And  the  cart  is  on  a  wheel 

And  the  wheel  is  on  a  hill 

And  the  hill  is  shifting  sand 

And  inside  those  laws  we  stand. 

In  the  hauntingly  beautiful  “Sunken  City” 
she  ponders  the  mystery  of  identity: 

To  be  what  you  are  is  one  thing 

To  be  what  you  want— now  that’s  something 

else 

You  say  that  you're  finally  afraid  of  something 
I'm  holding  your  hand,  I’m  kind  of  scared 
myself 

Let’s  go  in  search  of  the  sunken  city 
I  think  it’s  as  close  as  we  are  right  now 
We  don’t  have  to  move  a  sacred  moment 
We  don't  have  to  wait  so  long  to  leam  how 
“White  Wing  Mercy”  is  a  powerful  song 
originally  written  in  1978  and  similar  in  tone 
to  Ferron’s  earlier  work.  In  context  at  this 
point  on  the  album,  it  seems  to  symbolize 
what  she  has  been  running  from: 

It  was  passed  among  the  rest  of  them 
While  playing  cards  and  playing  friends 
That  some  of  us  are  crazy 
(With  a  voice  that  knew  who) 

I  tied  up  all  my  laces 
I  covered  up  my  faces 
And  staring  in  the  mirror 
I’d  dare  to  wonder  who 

Was  it  my  father  with  his  hunting  kit? 

Was  it  my  mother  with  her  hitting  stick? 

Or  was  it  my  auntie  who  was  always  sick 
Or  was  it  me — that  was  my  biggest  fear 
I  wouldn’t  look  at  anybody  in  the  eyes 
I  was  afraid  they’d  realize 
I  was  crazy  in  a  kid’s  disguise 
And  they  wouldn’t  let  me  go  to  summer 
camp  next  year 

White  wing  mercy  I  don't  want  to  stay  here 
White  wing  mercy  please  don 't  leave  me  here 
Ferron  separates  herself  from  what  she 
calls  the  “Heart  of  Destruction”: 

1  took  some  time  alone 
Sitting  quiet  it  all  came  so  simple 
I  just  let  go 

Underneath  was  a  love  that  was  crying 
“Let  me  out,  I  am  what  you  are  needing  now 
“Let  me  out  I  am  more  than  your  wandering 
self 

"Let  me  out,  how  long  must  I  plead  with  you 
“You’re  more  than  yourself,  much  more  than 
your  big  self." 

As  in  her  classic  song  “Testimony,”  the 
lesson  she  leams  is  communicated  first  in  the 
singular  “I,”  then  at  the  end  progresses  from 
“I”  to  “We”: 

We  won’t  be  a  heart  of  destruction 
We  won’t  be  a  part  of  the  pain,  we  won’t  play 
We’U  quit  and  forgive  the  destruction 
That  gets  in  our  way,  it  just  gets  in  our  way. 

The  album  concludes  with  two  songs  that 
are  woven  of  complex  metaphors.  Ferron’s 
journey  has  not  blunted  her  awareness  of  the 
Continued  on  page  13 
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express  how  you  feel 
with  our  wildflowers 


221  Newbury  Street 
Boston  •  437-7779 
ask  for:  Dan  or  Moe 


AMEX 


'Personalized  Luxury  Limousine  Service' 


Concerts  ■  Weddings  •  Proms  •  Night  on  the  Town 
Corporate  Accounts  ■  Airport  Service  •  Sporting  Events 
■  Any  Occasion  ■ 


Lincoln  Stretch 
Cellular  Phone 
Moonroof 
Wet  Bar,  Color  TV 


(617)  331-0233 

P.O.  Box  122 
East  Weymouth,  MA 


Or,  use  our  shop  space  and  tools  to  fix  it  yourself. 

Or,  you  can  leave  your  bike  to  be  repaired  by  us. 

No  appointment  necessary. 

Open  Tues.-Sat.  10-6,  Thurs.  12-8  /  Sun.  12-5  in  June  SC  July  only 

351  Broadway,  Cambridge,  MA  868-3392 


v. 


J*1 

1 

Center  for 

:  Popular 
Economies 

JV! 

L±"  " 

± 

presents  two  institutes  for  activists,  organizers,  and  educators  who 
want  basic  training  in  progressive  economic  analysis 
to  make  their  work  more  effective: 


International  Institute 
August  4-7 

Smith  College,  Northampton, MA 

This  new  Institute  provides  an 
indepth  analysis  of  the  dynamics 
and  contradictions  of  the  emerging 
global  economy. 


The  Summer  Institute 
August  4-10 

Smith  College,  Northampton,  MA 

Our  Annual  Institute  covers  a 
broad  array  of  economic  issues 
using  class,  race,  and  gender 
analysis. 


NO  PREVIOUS  ECONOMICS  TRAINING  NECESSARY 

Sliding  scale  fees  •  Scholarships,  on-site  daycare  available 
People  of  color  encouraged  to  apply 

APPLICATION  DEADLINE  JULY  1 9th 

\\  rile  Co:  I  lie  <  ruler  for  Popular  I  .coiioiiiic*  lto\  7K.TS,  Voihrrsl,  M  \  OIIHC4 
- - - rnmoinio  for  people*  nol  profit - 


We  salute  the  gay  and 
lesbian  community's 
commitment  to  our 
shared  struggled 
for  compassion  and 
healing  in  the  age 
of  AIDS. 

For  information  about  our  healing 
services,  please  call  (617)  628-7665 

Sponsored  by  Ecumenical 
Task  Force  on  AIDS 


Walk  in  or  by  appointment 

T-F  8:30  -  6:00 
Sat.  8:30  -  3:30 
Closed  Mondays 

ED  ROBICHAUD 

86  Berkeley  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 

(617)  338-9641 


186  Hampshire  Street 

Cambridge,  MA  02139  •  (617)  876-5310 

A  10-minute  walk  from  the  Central  Square  T 


A  WOMEN’S 
BOOKSTORE 


PRIDE  time  and 
the  reading  is  easy... 


Full  mail  order  services  available 


1 0-6  Tues,  Wed,  Friday,  Sat  •  10-9Thurs  •  12-6  Sunday 


GLAD  DAY  BOOKSHOP 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN  LITERATURE 


New  England's  most 
comprehensive  selection 
of  lesbian  fiction,  poetry, 
history,  spirituality, 
erotica,  videos,  cards, 
music  and  jewelry 

673  Boylston  Sl  (2nd  Floor)  Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  267-3010  Copley  Sq.  opposite  Boston  Public  Library 
Mon-Thurs  9:30  am-lOpm  •  Fri&Sat  9:30am-llpm  •  Sun  12-9pm 
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been  alive  since  at  least  the  French 
Revolution  in  San  Francisco,  speaking  like 
people  in  the  French  revolution.  I  liked  the 
mix  of  the  formalized/personalized  in  a  wild 
place.  That’s  one  of  the  reasons  I  brought 
them  into  the  Gilda  stories.  So,  I  may  work 
Gilda  herself  into  the  other  novel  as  a 
peripheral  character. 

How  is  The  Gilda  Stories  being  distributed, 
and  in  what  section  of  the  bookstore  is  it 
filed ? 

I’ve  only  seen  it  in  the  gay  and  lesbian 
bookstores  and  they  don’t  have  much  room 
here  in  New  York  with  real  estate  prices 
being  what  they  are.  Most  of  the  larger 
bookstores  won’t  cross  list  it,  so  you  won’t 
find  it  under  Science  Fiction  and  Women’s 
and  Gay  or  Lesbian  Literature.  Most  of  our 
stores  put  it  under  Lesbian  or  Science 
Fiction.  Some  marketer  have  said  they  didn’t 
know  how  to  market  Gilda  because  she  was 
Black,  a  lesbian  and  a  vampire.  Too  many 
things;  it’s  too  confusing. 

One  of  the  nice  things  about  being  with  a 
small  press  is  that  people  look  for  the  authors 
in  a  very  different  way.  They  go  into  an 
alternative  bookstore  either  browsing  or 
looking  for  a  specific  author,  they’ll  find  me 
to  matter  where  I  am  on  the  shelf.  Most 
najor  bookstores  don’t  carry  small  press 
books  anyway.  Nancy  Bereano  at  Firebrand 
is  very  good  at  finding  the  audience  for 
books  like  this.  She  sees  it  as  a  political  act 
to  make  these  books  available  to  people 
who,  for  instance,  buy  Black  books  or 
science  fiction  books.  Nancy  has  a  real  good 
sense  of  how  to  do  that  kind  of  outreach. 

/  wouldn't  think  of  the  novel  as  science 
fiction. 

Well,  it  really  is  fantasy  fiction.  But  I  belong 
to  the  gay  and  lesbian  science  fiction 
organization,  and  I’m  going  to  the  lesbian 
and  gay  science  fiction  conference  this  year. 

Are  you  writing  all  the  time? 

Yeah,  I  am;  writing  is  my  life.  I  always  have 
a  project:  a  review  I’m  writing,  or  an  essay, 
or  a  speech  or  I’m  working  on  poems  or  my 
next  novel.  I  could  be  writing  every  hour  that 
I’m  awake  if  I  decided  to  become  a  hermit. 
But  that’s  not  me.  I’m  a  very  social  person. 

Who  do  you  see  as  writing  role  models? 

Certainly,  Toni  Morrison  and  James 
Baldwin,  again,  because  of  the  density  of 
their  language,  their  treatment  of  mythology 
in  Black  culture.  Joanna  Russ,  for  her  humor. 
She  has  a  wonderfully  light  touch  in  fantasy 
fiction  that  I  admire  greatly.  Audre  Lorde’s 
essays  probably  inspire  my  essay  writing 
more  than  anybody  else’s  essays  because  of 
her  ability  to  bring  the  personal  and  political 
into  focus  together. 

What  do  you  do  for  a  job  besides  your 
writing? 

I  work  for  the  New  York  State  Council  on 
the  Arts.  I’m  the  director  of  the  literature 
program.  We  are  the  funding  agency  for  arts 
organizations  in  the  state.  I’ve  been  there  for 
eight  years  and  in  this  position  since  last 
October.  It  is  a  major  honor  for  me  as 
woman  who  grew  up  on  welfare,  Black  and 
in  the  South  End  of  Boston  to  suddenly  be 
the  director  of  the  literature  program  that  is 
one  of  the  most  esteemed  arts  agencies  in  the 
country.  And  it  is  kind  of  •>  -hock.  It’s  a  very 
exciting  thing  to  have  happen  to  me  in  my 
life  and  my  career.  It’s  certainly  not 
something  I  was  going  toward. 

I  just  wanted  to  be  working  in  a  job  that  I 
enjoyed  while  I  did  my  own  writing.  It  has 
meant  a  lot  to  me  to  be  able  to  work  with  the 
people  I  get  to  work  with  on  an  everyday 
basis  and  figure  out  how  we  give  money  to 
artists  who  are  really  trying  to  be  innovative 
and  exciting.  I  feel  really  good  about  it 
because  I  get  to  be  a  worn  t,  a  Black 
woman,  a  lesbian,  a  woman  from  the 
underclass — and  class  is  a  very  important 
thing  for  me  in  this  culture — who  has 
influence  in  an  area  from  which  I 
traditionally  have  been  deliberately 
excluded,  which  is  literature.  [Laughs  at  the 
irony.]  So,  it’s  very  exciting. 

Do  you  have  anything  to  say  to  Boston  folks 
marching  in  the  Pride  march? 

I  feel  a  great  amount  of  the  energy  that 
helped  me  survive  came  from  the  lesbians, 
the  Black  people  who  marched  for  the  last 
100  years.  I  never  think  any  one  of  those 
steps  are  wasted.  What  else?  Wear  a  hat.  □ 


Ferron 

Continued  from  page  12 

darkness  to  be  found  in  the  world;  but  it  has 
given  her  the  resources  to  face  it.  In  both 
“Phantom  Center"  and  “Higher  Wisdom" 
she  considers  the  world  from  her  new 
viewpoint.  From  the  former. 

Round  and  round  the  Spirit  tumbles 
With  hilf  a  chance  it  still  believes 
That  cities  fall  but  minds  don’t  follow 
And  goodness  hides  up  someone’s 
sleeve... 

And  the  latter: 

Was  it  in  your  higher  wisdom 
That  you  turned  your  light  from  me 
Or  was  it  just  your  sense  of  humor 
That  for  a  moment  I  should  see 
In  that  darkness  I  was  weeping 
In  that  silence  sadly  free 
Now  I'm  waiting  in  your  valley 
To  be  standing  on  your  mountain 
That  I  might  tumble  down  your  hillside 
To  a  place  that  waits  for  me. 

These  rich  metaphors  allow  the  listener  to 
experience  Ferron ’s  words  differently  every 
time  they  are  heard.  (Why,  I  wondered  today, 
is  the  center  a  “phantom?”  Surely  her  quest 
cannot  have  led  merely  to  an  illusion.) 

With  its  expressions  of  positivity  and  inner 
peace,  Phantom  Center  may  win  some  new 
converts  to  Ferron’s  music  from  among 
those  who  complained  that  she  was 
depressing.  Those  who  already  appreciated 
her  as  a  poet  will  be  satisfied  by  these  new 
songs.  If  you  haven’t  heard  the  album  yet, 
give  it  a  try.  □ 

white  guys 

Continued  from  page  8 

Halfway  Home  is  narrated  by  a 
performance  artist  with  AIDS,  the  blatantly 
sacrilegious  Miss  Jesus.  We  talk  about  the 
character  and  his  art. 

WB:  I  don’t  think  you  could  possibly  be 
de-gayed.  Is  the  act  supposed  to  be  good? 

PM:  Yeah,  but  is  it  supposed  to  be  a 
successful  performance  piece?  Not  the 
second  time.  The  second  time  he’s  in  too 
much  turmoil.  He’s  got  too  much  love  in  him 
to  do  it  anymore.  Someone  said  to  me  the 
other  day,  “Does  this  mean  that  if  you  find 
love  you  can’t  be  on  this  political  edge 
anymore?”  Well,  no,  that’s  not  what  I  mean 
at  all.  But  just  for  him,  you  know,  he’s  had 
enough.  But  the  first  performance  ought  to  at 
least  get  across  what  was  shocking  about 
him.  I  am  sure  it  could  have  been  a  lot  more 
shocking,  but  when  I  wrote  it  I  felt  really 
terrific.  I  wrote  that  the  first  performance  and 
I  felt,  “Oooh,  I  just  feel  like  Salmon  Rushdie 
and  the  Muslims.”  Someone  said,  “Well,  it’s 
different,  because  he  [Rushdie]  really  didn’t 
mean  to  offend  those  sensibilities,"  and  I  said, 
‘That  is  a  difference,  because  /  really  meant 
to." 

I  really  like  [the  Todd  Haynes  film]  Poison, 
and  I  thought  I  would  love  to  be  able  to  achieve 
that  kind  of  shocking,  antic  energy  in  fiction. 

WB:  Do  you  ever  sell  film  rights  to  your 
novels? 

PM:  I  never  have. 

WB:  Why  is  that? 

PM:  Hollywood  is  homophobic. 

WB:Your  books  are  so  cinematic,  but  I 
guess  they’re  too  gay. 

PM:  It  would  be  very  nice  to  be  part  of  a 
gay  film,  but  I  totally  believe  that  I  would  have 
to  compromise  my  fiction  in  order  to  do  it. 

WB:  Do  you  have  any  Hollywood 
connections?  I  mean,  other  than  your 
thirtysomething  credit. 

PM:  I  know  very  sleazy  people.  Gay  is 
anathema  in  Hollywood.  There  are  a  lot  of 
kings  of  Hollywood  who  are  self-hating  queers, 
who  perceive  being  gay  as  a  matter  of  meat¬ 
grinding.  They’re  not  interested  in  a 
community  or  in  a  sensibility.  They’re  not 
interested  in  whatever  this  passage  we’re  all 
making  from  homosexual  to  gay  to  queer  is.  So 
I  don’t  have  a  lot  of  time  for  it  Would  I  be  glad 
if  they  wanted  to  turn  one  of  my  books  into  a 
movie?  Yeah,  I’d  be  glad.  Would  they  do  a 
good  job?  I  doubt  it. 

WB:  You  mentioned  you  were  writing 
poetry  again. 

PM:  Ijust  started  writing  some  love  poems. 

WB:  For  Winston. 

PM:  Yeah.  Ijust  started. 

WB:  Isn’t  that  a  nice  break  from  AIDS 
writing? 

PM:  Yeah,  and  also  from  something  that  has 
really  been  my  harrowing  task  in  the  last  six 
months.  I  started  this  autobiography  about 
growing  up  gay,  and  it’s  exciting  and  a  bitch. 
I’m  about  halfway  through  and  I  am  just 
graduating  .'-om  Yale.  I  would  throw  myself 
out  the  window  if  I  could  meet  that  person 
right  now.  Being  away  from  it  for  a  couple  of 
weeks,  I  have  a  little  forgiveness  for  it,  but  it 
turns  out  to  be  an  autobiography  of  the  closet 
and  what  it  did  to  me. 

I  am  highly  aware  of  people  who  follow  my 
work,  and  read  Borrowed  Time  and  Afterlife 
and  Halfway  Home  especially,  people  who 
know  where  I  am  right  now  in  my  life.  They 
know  I’ve  had  great  love,  and  that  my  life  has 
worked  at  some  level.  It  seems  very  important 
to  write  a  book  about  how  dark  it  all  once  was, 
before  I  came  out  And  coming  out  can  change 
your  life  that  much.  To  be  in  that  darkness 
again  is  terrible,  but  I  just  don’t  remember  a 
Continued  on  page  16 
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Rafael  Jae'n  •  Stephen  Packard  •  Lawrence  M.  Holtzin  •  John  Erdman  •  David  R.  McMahon  •  Mark  H.  Lemer 

•  Kevin  Ireland  •  Stephen  C.  Davis  •  C.  David  Stokes  •  Darin  Q.  Murdock  •  Kevin  Leschinsky  •  Louis  Giannelli 

•  Lucy  F.  Wcrth  •  A.  William  Hughes  •  John  F.  I  lolden  •  Jim  Aloisi  -  Paul  Rehme  •  John  Gaspardi  •  Liz  H  jeltness 


Phyll 


Cohen 


Wenge 


Gosseli 


Orland 


Laur 


Maricl. 


Don  Gi 


F.Rafa 


Weber 


B.  King 


Yardle 


Or  Don 


J.  Land 


Sherm 


McCab 


•  Chas 


White 


Willi; 


Dixc 


Stewar 


Marc 


D.  New 


Greg 


Ann  Sanders, 

Executive  Director- 
Boston  Human  Rights 
Commission 

"Our  Names  is  about 
love,  commitment  and 
compassion" 
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O'Connor  •  Jane  D.  Myers  •  Cary  Friedman,  MD  •  Richard  L.  Tafel  •  The  Edward  S.  Dorian  Family  •  Edward 
S.  Dorian,  Jr.  •  Judy  Van  I  landle  •  Wendy  Stander  •  Greg  Dorian-  French  Wall  •  Edward  Hougen  •  Margaret 
Hougen  •  Sarah  Hougen  •  Eddy  Hougen  •  Robert  Stevens  •  Jeff  Perrotti  •  Tom  Reeves  •  Paula 
Westberg  •  Peggy  Roberts  -  Anita  Eggers  •  Frank  T.  Lynch  •  Richard  W.  Maus  •  Jay 
Warren  •  Jim  Jackson  •  Ernest  A.  Berardinelli  Jr.  •  Sally  J.  Deane  •  J.  Thomas 
Halley  II  •  Joshua  S.  Levinger  •  Sheila  Ardery  -  Linda  A.  McCauley 
Ambrose  M.  O'Donnell  •  Deborah  I  leller  -  Ann  M.  Sanders 

•  Don  Eunson  •  Sandy  Reder,MD  •  Michael  R. Sherwood, 

MP  •  Frederick  A.  Cowan  -  Richard  C.  Gardner,  MD  • 

Michael  J.  Burgess  •  Rose  Schwartz  •  William  A.  Husack, 

DMD  •  Michael  D.  Barnum  •  David  Passer  •  Marc  Maxwell 

•  Brian  Feit  •  Cindy  Rizzo  -  Margie  Bleichman  -  Jonah  Rizzo- 
Bleichman  •  Jack  Sansolo  •  Dean  Waller  •  Charlie  McIntyre 

•  Susan  Wilson  •  Andrei  Joseph  -  Pam  Rogers  •  Pau  1 F.  Cronan 

•  Renda  E  Mott  •  Lynda  Leahy  •  Frank  A.  Ribaudo  •  Paul  T. 

Spyrka  •  Robert  B.  Clemence  -  Alex  A.  Nachman  •  Mike  Ward 

•  Maurice  Melchiono  •  Michael  Ryan  •  Howard  G.  Getman  • 

Roberta  Stone  •  Amy  Hoffman  •  Eric  E.  Rofes  •  Tom  Huth  * 

Richard  D.  Bums  •  Urvashi  Vaid  •  KateClinton  •  Harvey Makadon 

•  JayA.Goldfarb  *MarkR.Thall  •  Steven  Cad  well  •  Joseph  Levine 

•  Stephen  Zinner  •  Maxim  Daamen,MD  •  Richard  Katzoff  •  Robert 
A.  Burnham,  PhD  -  Thom  Harrington -Mike  Lew  •  Kenneth  Schwartz 

Thomas  Camacho  •  Emile  R.  Horowitz  -  Allan  Singer  •  Lee  W. 

Ellenberg  -  Martin  Tannenbaum  •  Peter  E.  Kassel  •  Shelley  B.  Brauer 

•  Dale  D.  Hunter  -  William  J.  Brunken  •  Robert  Morgan  •  Lawrence 
Mezoff  •  Charles  EShekury  •  Richard  W.  Wright  •  Michael  R.  Lincourt, 

MD  •  Sterling  Giles  -  Rudy  Kikel  •  Kathleen  Connors  •  Larry  Basile  • 

Mike  Hoffman  •  Jeffrey  M.  l.anc  •  Dave  Greenup  •  Jim  Burke  •  Jonathan 
Goode  •  Ron  Bilotas  •  Jeff  Long  •  Steve  Polakoff  •  Michael  Carver  •  David 
Candidas  •  Jef  Fr<  itas  •  Clifford  Long  •  Keith  Gordon  •  Clem  Pepe  •  Mel 
Cheren  •  Mark  Chrisiofi  •  Bill  Svetz  •  Steve  Giu liana  •  Marion  Basile  • 

Matthew  Basile  •  Charlene  Basile  •  Joanne  Harrington  •  Mark  Harrington  • 

Kevin  M.  Cucurullo  •  Michael  Ciano  •  Joey  Scarantino  •  Kendall  Morrison  •  Jason  Long 

Kevin  G.  LeClaire  •  Norman  Hill  •  Mike  Grant  •  Gail  Beverley  •  Robert  O'Rourke  •  Dave 

Ciuliana  •  Ian  Planter  •  Steve  Ansolabehere  •  Bruce  Sylvester  •  Alison  E.  Healy  •  Orlando  DelValle  •  Timothy 
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Michael  J.  Zizzi  « 
Geoffrey  R. 
Bradley 


•  Laura  J.  Liscio  •  Donald  J.  Procaccini  •  Mitchell  T.  Rabkin,  MD  •  The  Reed-Rich  Family  •  Abraham  Feingold  • 
Joy  B.  Bergman  -  Margot  W.  Jones  •  Maureen  H.  Monks  •  Henry  Decks  •  Terrance  L.  Flint  -  David  Zeni  •  Casie 
Swenbeck-  Elaine  Cohen  •  Scott  D.  Harris  •  Douglas  V.  Peterson  •  Carl  L.  Pierce  •  Douglas  E  Cowan,  MD  •  Peter 
H.  Wysocki  •  Howard  M.  Ciller  •  Todd  C.  Wetherbee,  CPA  •  Jack  Wofford  •  Robert  D.  Brown  •  Sextus  E  Norden, 
Jr.  •  Tracy  L.  Cathey  -  Joan  M.  DiTucci  •  Dee  A.  Shepherd  •  Paul  J.  Fineman  •  Scott  Turner  •  Emmanuel 
Onosanimoni  •  Beatrice  Onosanimoni  •  Wilfred  Kekeke  •  Paul  G.  Mitchell  •  Bette  Cohen  •  John  M.  Cohen,  MD  • 
David  Cohen  •  Paul  A.  Richer  •  Franco Campanello  •  JoGae  Brindisi  •  Carl  J.  Doebler  •  Sarah  T.  Axelrod  •  Jennifer 
E.  Potter  •  Joel  Hencken  •  Rhonda  Rider  •  Rhonda  Linde  •  Joyce  Collier  •  Judith  Lorei  •  Lawrence  Collier  •  Sylvia 
Collier  •  Deborah  Comins  •  Stuart  Comins  •  Marsha  Weber  •  Marilyn  Bloomberg  •  Diane  Benison  -  Kate  Stamps 

•  Peter  Simpson  -  James  Carlino  •  Jeanette  E.  Poillon  -  Bonnie  A.  Brescia  •  Daniel  F.  Hohmann  •  Ted  Joyce  •  Daniel 
R.  Pontes  •  Tina  Ippolito-  Jenny  Robison  •  Gregory  P.  Rager  •  Jonathan  Barnhart  •  Bill  Brown  •  Don  Warlick  •  Ken 
Mayer  -  Corby  Kummer  •  Jerry  K.  Saunders  -  Franco  P.  Coli  •  Linda  M.  Elsmore  •  Julie  K.  Marston  •  Elizabeth  J. 
Davis  •  Pete  McGrath  •  Monte  I .ovine  •  Bill  Elliott  •  James  Mahoney- Jeff  Barmeyer  •  John  Hiller  -  Robert  Gaetano 

•  Sandra  Fox  •  Dennis  Klase  •  Robert  Haffey  •  Betsy  Smith  •  Berit  Pratt  •  Don  Sterton  •  John  W.  Brewer  •  Lea 
DeLaria  •  Bifl  LaFarge  •  G.  Stewart  Barns  •  Steven  Macdonald  •  Richard  N.  Peterson  -  Wayne  T.  Bradley  •  Louie 
DePaolis  •  Gerald  Baril  -  Victoria  Mohar  •  Philip  Gambone  •  Frank  M.  Dunn  •  Hircshi  Iwasaki  •  Marc  Gaudreau 

•  John  VanEtten  •  Billy  Ambrosini  •  Sean  P.  Murphy- Robert  A.  Burke,  Jr.  •  Anne-Marie  Meeks  •  Paul  Welch  •  Gary 
Drake  •  Roberto  Freitas  •  Daniel  J.  I  lolmes  •  David  C.  Sears  •  Paul  E.  I^moureux  •  Mary  P.  Rowe  •  Robert  A.  Fein 

•  William  B.  Devlin,  Jr.  •  Beth  Walsh  •  Fenwick  Smith  •  Peter  Stickel  •  Diane  C.  Smith  •  Stephen  P.  Kowalyshyn 

•  James  F.  Keegan  •  Timothy  M.  Baum  -  David  Wypij  •  Stephen  J.  DeVincent  •  Roderick  F.  O'Connor  •  William  G. 
Conley  •  Edward  N.  Catino  •  Forist  Brouillette  •  Salvatore  V.  Amato  •  Larry  Miller  •  Jerry  L.  Finegold  •  Tom 
Rowlands  •  A  Friend  •  John  R.  Horlacher  •  Gracie  Keezer  •  Bobby  Keezer  •  Gregory  T.  Evans  •  Stephen  D.  Orrell 

•  Stephen  M.  Karas  •  William  M.  Kantrowitz  •  Bob  Van  Allen  •  Kevin  McConville  •  Vincent  A.  Barbetta  •  Bill  Keizer 
-  Preston  Lightsey  •  Caleb  Davis  •  Bradley  Bechok  •  Robert  Volk  •  Sam  Hardison  •  David  R.  Lund  •  Mel  Reicher 

George  Smart  -  Bruce  W.  Bell  •  Richard  Arsenault  -  Joseph  LaChimia,  Jr.  •  Joseph  S.  Bogucki 
DeGeorge  •  Joan  M.  I  lardy  •  Kevin  W.  Fitzgerald  •  Daryl  E.  Diegoli  •  Earl  Dimaculangan 
R.  Cohen  •  Shoshana  Rosenfeld  •  Raymond  L.  Flynn  •  Walter  E.  Larmey,  Jr.  •  Robert 
F.  Griffith  •  Lawrence  F.  Coons  •  Gene  K.  Brown  •  Jenny-Bear  Brown  •  Bradley 
Seeman  •  Barbara  R.  Hoffman  •  Linda  E  Fraas-  Patricia  K.  Barr  •  Timothy  J.  Kane  • 
Jeffrey  L.  Javits  •  Karen  K.  Hess  •  Abram  M.  London,  MD  •  Charlie  Byron  -  Morris 
McCain  •  Patricia  E.  Gray  -  Mary  Ann  Pingalore  •  Marion  A.  O'Sullivan  •  John  J. 
O'Sullivan  •  Mary  A.  McGreehan  •  James  W.  Downey  •  Bill  Brown  •  Don  Warlick 
•  Brad  Sanborn  •  Rick  Downey  •  Shane  Petree  •  Michael  Calmes  •  Robert  S.  Haas 
•  Janet  P.  Kyle  •  Carol  P.  Wessling,  Esq  •  Paul  G.  Stevens  •  Stephen  Pirrotta  • 
Christopher  Scales  •  Barbara  A.  Kennedy  •  Rick  Kert  •  Wilfred  S.  McCalla,  Jr.  • 
A  Friend  •  Matt  Clark  •  Rick  Broughton  •  Kenneth  M.  Hurd  •  Richard  C.  Miller 
•  Bob  Owens  •  Dave  Bailey  •  Peter  I.  Wylde  •  Gary  L.  Sandison  •  David  C. 
Archer  •  Gary  A.  Cohen  •  David  B.  Moulton  •  Joel  W.  Benjamin  •  Anne  Baron 
Wilson  •  Doralba  Munoz-Godales  •  Arthur  D.  Holder  -  Mark  J.  Malcolm  •  S. 
Polonsky  -  J.  West  •  Janet  Van  Zandt  •  Marc  R.  Laufer,  MD  •  Patricia  A. 
Gozewba  •  David  L.  Smith  •  Ronald  J.  Carter  •  Mary  Hielscher  •  Dan 
Delgado  •  William  E.  Kelly  •  Daniel  L.  Mauk  -  Donald  V.  O'Leary  •  J. 
Martin  Huber  •  Raymond  D.  Davis  •  Charles  M.  Motta  •  Paul  D.  Hynes 
•  Peter  Dominski  •  Thomas  G.  Reardon  •  Eric  R.  Boroff  •  Bob  Rooney  • 
Michael  D. O'Connor  •  Eugenia C.Surowiec  •  Bob  Romanow  •  Gabriela 
Romanow  •  Linda Criss  •  Allen  Criss,MD  •  Berton  G.  Herman  •  Francis 
B.  Herman  •  Craig  N.  Adler  -  Scott  E.  Rixford  •  And  rew  Kerivan  -  Peter 
J.  Rothschild  •  Sheridan  B.Heyns*  Charlie Smigelski  •  Peter  E.Coady 
•  Sara  B.  Wright,  PhD  •  Joe  Blofeld  •  LinetteG.  Liebling  •  Della  the 
Dog  •  Thomas  E.  Morgan  •  Michael  Sherwood,  MD  •  Richard 
Willoughby  •  Jeffrey  W.  Davies  •  Martin  C.  Lewis  •  Philip  J. 
Goldberg  -  Steven  D.  Merino  •  Fred  Feldmesser  •  Jonathan  R. 
Livingston  •  Andrea  Cohen  -  Carol  Skricki  •  Kristopher  L  Root  • 
Diane  L.  Norcio  •  Jack  E.  Lee  •  Gene  A.  Meyer  •  Timothy  P.  Forrest  •  James 
L.  Kaiserski  •  Barbara  L.  Wexler  •  Jack  Hart  •  Marc  A.  Reckseit  •  William  F.  Greeley 
•  lav  Patananian  •  navid  A.  Sauer  •  lodvShmitt  •  Rafael  Venero-Suarez  • 
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Blagdon  •  B.  Michael  Albers  •  James  E.  Fuller  •  Gregory  •  Paul  Oostenbrug  •  John  W.  Stack  •  William 


Urvashi  Vaid, 

Executive  Director, 

National  Cay  and  Lesbian  Task 
Force 

"Supporting  local 
organizations  like  FCHC 
Our  Names  helps  our 
community  remain  strong." 


"This  wall  gives  us  the  chance 
to  inscribe  our  friendship  in 
history,  but  more  importantly 
it  marks  our  commitment  to 
everything  FCHC  stands  for." 


Jeff  Mor 

•  John  J.  Mathurii 
Lawrence  •  Irene  1 
Fleming  •  Michele 
Rosemarie  Van  Ca 
Gaetano  Padua  no 
Richard  E.  Folwell 
A.  Hale  •  Roberts. 

•  Arnold  E.  Sapeni 

•  Bob  Johansen -H 
Olivier  •  N. Keith/ 

•  Mario  Rodrigue 

Clattenburg  •  Johr 
Jr.  •  Michael  Lipm  I  >  - 

L.  Smith  •  Ambro:  ^  ’JhMfcJV '"Vi  ^  .  In 

Jack  McSweeney  •  u.  ■  _  J  H 

Chee  Wong  •  Jon  C  IV 

R.  Daurio- Susan  I  gak  |\  j| 

Offen  •  Jerry  Iova  Hr  /  4  iJB 

Matthew  A.  Clark  f  JIJ  i.  1  urf 

Nash  Colfax  •  1  lei  Hjywl  J  i/l|  T* 

•  Sue  Hoffman -P  M 
Quintiliani  •  Willi 

Alix Sabin  4  Pau l  J.  \-a«Cy  . - : - - - 

•  Donald  Kimball  •  William  S.  McCarthy, Jr.  •  Donald  A.  Nelson  •  Robbie Laneau  •  Richard  D.M.  Fournier-  Dover 
-  Derby -Chessy-  Dogs  •  Joseph  A.Gatto  •  Kathy  Foley,  RN  •  Stella  Y.  Cheng  •  Warren  A.  Beattie  •  Moses- Lovejoy 

•  Bob  White  •  James  E  Healy,  Jr.  •  Jim  -  Monrud  •  ManasianMill  •  Harry  J.  Judd,  Jr.  •  Peter  R.  Mallen  •  Jeannette 
Muzima  •  Vernon  A.  Perry,  Jr.  •  Timothy  Broadbent  •  Bradford  J.  Menache-  Joseph  S.  Ritson  •  William  George  - 
Douglas  Milinazzo  •  Dick  Towne  •  Richard  A.  Parrit  •  Michael  L.  Walker  •  Jay  J.  Cummings  •  Florence  Berger  • 
Norman  Berger  •  Peter  I.  Wylde 


These  names  which  represent  over  1,000  of  New  England's 
lesbian  and  gay  community  and  its  friends  will  be  inscribed  on 
a  sculpted  wall  in  the  lobby  of  the  new  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center.  Our  Names  represents  the  enormous  contribu¬ 
tion  of  our  community  toward  the  struggle  for  basic  human 
rights  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  everywhere.  It  will  acknowledge 
our  community's  commitment  to  the  hallmark  of  FCHC's  mis¬ 
sion  — quali  ty,  affordable  health  care  and  the  fight  against  AIDS. 
Be  a  part  of  history  —  inscribe  your  name  on  the  wall. 

Each  name  will  be  inscribed  for  a  donation  of  $100.  Donations  can  be  made 
in  four  equal  payments  of  $25  for  4  consecutive  months.  To  reserve  your 

space  send  in  the  coupon  found  here  or  call  617-247-CARE. 

Look  for  the  wall  on  Pride  Day! 


Please  list  the  following  name(s)  as  part  of  OUR  NAMES  (individuals' 
names  only).  Middle  initials  may  be  used.  Groups  and  couples  may 
elect  to  have  their  names  next  to  one  another.  List  the  names  in  the 
order  in  which  you  would  like  them  to  appear.  If  you  would  like 
names  with  a  hyphen  between  them,  please  insert  a  hyphen  between 
those  names. 

1. _ 

address/phone 

2. _ 

address/phone 

Check  made  payable  to  FCHC  Building  Project  or 

Mastercard; _ VISA; _ AmEx; _  Expiration  Date _ 

Card  Number: 


Name  (as  it  appears  on  credit  card) 
Address: 


please  return  this  form  to:  OUR  NAMES, 

FCHC,  7  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115.  61 7/247 -CARE  : 

JL. ........ ............ .J 


Searching  for  Answers 


WHY  HATERS  BASH 

with  Gary  David  Comstock 

author  of  Violence  Against  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 


TOWN  MEETING  1991 


Friday,  June  14  at  8  p.m. 
Arlington  Street  Church 

Free  and  open  to  the  community 


Sponsored  by  the  Greater  Boston 
Lesbian/Gay  Political  Alliance 

(617)  247-0099 


N.H.  Gay  &  Lesbian  Pride 
Celebration 
June  14  &  15, 1991 

"Jure  %m 

March  &  Rally 
Concord,  N.H. 

State  House  •  starts  at  7:00  pm 

Special  Guest  Speaker 
KAREN  THOMPSON 

June  15, 1991 

Pride  Day  Celebration  ■  Henniker,  N.H. 
Pat’s  Peak  Ski  Resort  -  Route  114 

Gates  open  at  10:00  am 

$15.00  al  the  door 

Featuring 

KATE  CLINTON 
TERESA  TRULL 
R0MAN0VSKY  &  PHILLIPS 
BOSTON  GAY  MEN'S  CHORUS 
Ladies  Express 

Keynote  Speaker 
KAREN  THOMPSON 


The  Wedding,  Workshops,  Games,  Videos,  Vendors, 
Speakers,  LAMBDA  5K  road  race  (9:00am  start ) 
PRIDE  DANCE  8:00pm, 
music  by  DJ  Arthur  ol  Live  Wire 
JAM  SESSION  at  8:00pm,  in  annex, 
with  Ladies  Express 

$6.00  ■  or  $5.00  wJh  PRIDE  DAY  bracelet 

ASL  Interpreted 

Most  events  wheelchair  accessible,  assistance  provided. 
Work  exchange  available.  No  one  turned  away  lor  ktsblSIy  to  pay. 

For  more  Info:  N.H.  Pride,  P.O.  Box  396,  Danville,  N.H.  03819 
Telephone  (603)  382-9308 


1991  PRIDE  DAYS 


Baltimore . June  3 

Boston . June  8 

Cincinnati . June  1-9 

Denver . June  30 

Detroit . June  22 

Durham,  NC . June  30 

Grand  Rapids . June  9 

Hartford . June  15 

Honolulu . June  14-30 

Houston . June  14-23 

Indianapolis . June  29 

Kansas  City . June  22 

Los  Angeles . June  23 

Madison,  WI . September  14 

Marin  County,  CA. . June  23 

Memphis . June  22 

Mlnneapolls/St.  Paul . June  22/23 

Montreal . June  22 

New  Orleans . June  29/30 

New  York . June  30 

Omaha,  NE . June  30 

Orange  County,  CA . August  17/18 

Palm  Springs . July  6/7 

Phoenix . June  2 

Providence,  RI . June  15 

Portland,  OR . June  22 

Rochester,  NY . June  29 

i  Rockford,  IL . June  29 

1  Sacramento . June  15 

San  Diego . July  20/21 

San  Francisco . June  30 

San  Jose . June  8/9 

Santa  Cruz . June  1-9 

Seattle . June  30 

St.  Louis . June  30 

Toronto . June  24 

Vancouver . June  26 

Washington,  DC . June  23 

Wichita . June  16-23 


— Reprinted  with  permission  from 
The  Guide  and  the  International  Association 
of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Coordinators. 
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At  Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  we've  been  serving  members  of  New 
England's  gay  and  lesbian  community  with  a  full  range  of  compassionate,  ex¬ 
pert  health  care  services  since  1971.  We'd  like  to  serve  you,  too. 

-  .  ">T  J  ;  .  _  !  ■ 

When  you 
come  to 
Fenway,  a 
team  of  out- 

A  -'  - 

standing  health  care  professionals  will  fully  respond  to  your  needs.  You'll  al¬ 
ways  work  with  the  same  team  of  health  providers,  including  your  physician, 
nurse  practitioner/physician  assistant,  nurse,  and  medical  social  worker. 


We  Want  To  Be 

Your  Health  Care  Provider 


Our  services  include: 

•  Routine  Physical  Examinations 

•  Preventive  Health  Care 

•  Acute  Care  for  Episodic  Illnesses 

•  Management  of  Chronic  Illness 

•  HIV  Care 

•  Screening  and  Management  for 
Hypertension,  Cholesterol,  and 
Diabetes 


•  Breast  Exams 

•  Pap  Smears 

•  Cyn  Care 

•  Nutrition  Evaluation 

•  Stress  Management 

•  STD  Diagnosis  and 
Treatment 


Visit  us  at  our  beautiful  new  health  center  —  New  England's  only  freestanding 
facility  dedicated  to  providing  our 
community  with  affordable,  quality 
health  care.  Give  us  a  call  at: 

(617)  267-0900. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  7  Haviland  Street,  Boston,  MA  02115. 


,  m  k  ^  ( om  imm  in  I  Icalth  C  'enter 

ills  Fenway 


6. 


IL. 

PRIDE 

MARCH 

**“12:00  NOON 

FROM  CITY  HALL  PLAZA 


Float  Registration:  10:00  a.m. 

Flag  Raising:  11:00 

Balloon  Release:  11:58 


Rally  on  Boston  Common:2PM 
Softball  Tournament:  3:30 


COFFEE,  JUICE 
AND  MUFFINS 


for  sale  to  benefit 
THE  LESBIAN  AND  GAY 
COMMUNITY  CENTER 


Time:  9:00  a.m.  -  12:00  noon 
Where:  Boston  City  Hall  Plaza 

Don ’t  buy  your  coffee 
until  you  get  to  the  Plaza! 
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white  guys 

Continued  from  page  13 

portrait  of  the  closet  that  struck  me  as  real 
enough.  So,  I  am  trying  to  be  as  real  as  I  can. 

In  terms  of  the  world  I  grew  up  in  in 
Massachusetts — and  all  of  the  hatred  and  fear 
that  characterized  it — I  actually  should  have 
ended  up  a  flea-bitten  English  instructor  in  a 
third-rate  prep  school,  fawning  on  young  men 
and  jerking  off  onto  blindness  every  night.  But 
I  eventually  understood  I  had  a  quest  to  be  on, 
although  I  didn’t  really  understand  it  until  I 
came  out.  I  had  to  be  dragged  kicking  and 
screaming  from  the  closet;  and  that’s  the  story  I 
have  to  tell.  Now,  is  writing  love  poetry  a  break 
from  that?  Yeah. 

WB:  Would  you  work  on  fiction  that  didn’t 
cover  AIDS? 

PM:  Four  books  is  enough? 

WB:  No.  Would  you  conceive  of  a  situation 
where  you  would  write  a  story  that  didn’t  touch 
on  it? 

PM:  No.  I  talked  about  doing  a  novel  about 
bashing,  and  about  a  gay  cop,  but  there. is  no 
way  I  wouldn’t  touch  on  AIDS.  It  may  be  a 
lesser  theme  rather  than  a  major  theme.  In 
other  words,  if  Afterlife  had  been  about  the 
Marx  Brothers  instead  of  those  three  widowers, 
and  the  only  AIDS  thing  in  it  had  been  that 
Korean  man  dying  of  AIDS,  would  you  say 
that  that  was  a  book  that  touched  on  AIDS? 
Yes.  Even  if  it  was  only  that  death  in  that 
chapter.  I  am  more  likely  to  do  that.  But  I  can’t 
avoid  writing  my  times,  and  so....  Sometimes  I 
think  about  wanting  to  write  a  book  about  a 
myth  and  trying  to  talk  about  something 
ancient.  I  could  write  a  historical  novel.  I’ve 
thought  about  that,  obviously  not  dealing  with 
AIDS. 

WB:  Like  a  Mary  Renault  novel? 

PM:  Well,  I  could  never  be  as  good  as  that, 
but  yeah,  that  kind.  You  know,  this 
autobiography  is  going  to  take  me  until 
probably  the  end  of  the  year,  and  if  I  don’t  take 
on  any  screenwork  or  anything  like  that,  I 
could  start  another  novel  at  the  beginning  of 
next  year.  And  it  might  be  this  novel  about 
bashing.  I  would  like  to  try  to  understand  some 
of  the  keys  into  violence,  and  homophobia 
interests  me  more  and  more.  But  let  me  tell 
you,  just  writing  another  love  poem,  there’s 
something  so  sweet  tempered  about  it. 

I  am  not  quite  sure  what  to  say  about  AIDS 
anymore.  Larry  Kramer  says  the  war  is  over, 
we’re  all  dead.  I  feel  that  we  are  holding  the 
line,  that  we  have  fought  in  this  place  to  hold 
the  line,  carrying  our  dead  behind  us:  to 
remember  them  right,  to  honor  them  right,  we 
will  simply  have  to  try  to  survive  this.  And  so 
survival  is  the  kind  of  naked  journey  I  think 
most  of  us  are  on. 

I  am  impatient  with  people  in  total  denial.... 

I  agree  with  [Plato],  that  the  unexamined  life  is 
not  worth  living.  I  have  not  ceased  to  examine 
anything  in  my  life.  My  therapist  said  to  me  a 
couple  of  weeks  ago,  “not  a  leaf  has  fallen 
since  you  were  bom  that  you  have  not  thought 
about.” 

Life  seems  to  me  to  be  unutterably  precious, 
and  I  love  the  this- ness  of  it,  the  tactile 
dailiness  of  it.  I  do  not  look  back  on  the  two 
relationships  I  lost  consumed  with  grief.  It’s 
too  lucky  that  it  happened.  I  try  to  stay  present. 
Though  it’s  a  great  gift  to  be  a  hotshot  writer 
right  now,  the  last  thing  I  need  to  do  is  to  get 
lost  in  writer  ego,  you  know,  because  one  of  the 
things  that  I  find  so  contemptible  about  the 
America  I  grew  up  in  is  that  its  artists  are  so 
ego-ridden  and  don’t  write  about  anything.  In 
my  community,  gay  and  lesbian  artists  write 
about  something,  but  the  basic  bland  great 
unwashed  American  novel  and  poem  is  about 
nothing.  Or  it’s  about  getting  the  next 
fellowship  with  the  NEA,  more  bullshit  that 
should  die. 

The  NEA  has  not  taken  a  stand  on  the  First 
Amendment  crisis.  Nor  have  most  of  the  artists 
who  have  won  those  prizes  taken  a  stand  on  the 
crisis.  We  are  in  a  period  of  cultural 
McCarthyism.  It  happens  that  we  are  not  being 
sent  to  prison  camps,  but  that’s  because  they 
can  imprison  us  in  McDonald’s  instead. 

So,  you  either  take  a  stand  about  that,  and 
somehow  become  a  dangerous  poet  because  of 
it,  or  not.  And  I  don’t  think  there’s  anything 
dangerous  about  what  gets  funded  through  the 
NEA.  Listen,  I’m  a  great  fan  of  Ted  Miller  and 
Holly  Hughes  and  all  those  people — those 

r:rformance  people  are  pretty  marvelous.  And 
have  nothing  against  symphony  orchestras 
and  ballet  companies  getting  some  money,  but 
the  crisis  is  bigger  than  that.  The  unholy 
alliance  between  the  fundamentalists  and  the 
Republicans  want  us  dead,  they  want  us  to  shut 
up,  and  if  queers  can’t  have  it,  no  one  can  have 
it.  If  I  can’t  have  the  money,  no  one  can  have  it. 

WB:  What  do  you  think  about  gay 
Republicans? 

PM:  A  contradiction  in  terms.  I’m  glad  there 
are  gay  Republicans  and  gay  Catholics, 
because  it  sticks  it  to  them.  But  it  makes  no 
sense  to  me.  And  I  have  watched  the  guts 
kicked  out  of  American  art  by  too  much 
university  sinecure  work.  Again  not  among  my 
people.  We’re  such  an  unstoppable  force.  The 
American  empire  is  in  glonous  decline,  and 
will  bottom  out  But  I  think  that  gay  men  and 
lesbians  have  a  chance — because  of  our 
outsider  status — to  be  survivors  of  the  spirit. 
And  that  is  what  is  going  to  be  required  by 
what’s  coming.  AIDS  is  only  part  of  what’s 
coming.  □ 


Linda/Les 


Continued  from  backpage 


Les  Nichols,  after 


said  “Les  and  I  really  were  lovers  for  a  year- 
and-a-half.” 

LindaJLes  and  Annie  is  a  bizarre,  campy 
underground  cult  video.  It  is  also  much, 
much  more.  It  is  a  deeply  disturbing  work 
that  will  push  every  button  you  have  about 
lesbian  identity.  Sprinkle  and  co-creators  A1 
Jaccoma  and  Johnny  Armstrong  leave  you 
with  lots  of  questions  and  few  answers  by 
the  video’s  end.  What  is  the  difference 
between  sexual  identity  and  sexual 
preference?  What  motivates  lesbians  to  get 
sex  changes?  Are  sex  changes  just  an  act  of 
extreme  self-hatred  (a  notion  popular  among 
feminists)?  The  video  could  leave  your  head 
aching. 

But  LindaJLes  and  Annie  might  also  leave 
you  sad.  During  a  break  in  their  fucking  that 
turns  out  to  be  the  video’s  most  poignant 
moment,  Sprinkle  breaks  down  and  cries  in 
“mourn[ing]  for  Linda  Nichols,  whom  I 
know  I  would  have  liked  very  much — and 
now  she  is  virtually  dead  and  gone.” 

Some  lesbians  in  our  community  are 
thinking  about  sex  changes.  Others  are 
getting  them.  Some  of  them  are  our  friends. 
Some  of  us  are  left  confused.  LindaJLes  and 
Annie  is  a  chat  with  one  of  those  lesbians 
who  left  us.  See  it.  □ 


If  you  are  considering  a  female-to-male 
sex  change  and  would  like  support,  write: 
Linda/Les  and  Annie  P.O.B.  1024  Long 
Island  City,  NY  11101. 

Bulk  Male 

Continued  from  page  1 1 

he  observed  the  oppression  faced  by  the 
heavyset  men  in  his  life.  “When  I  go  into  a 
bar,  the  flak  my  friends  get  or  the  flak  that  I 
get  for  having  them  as  my  friends  is 
phenomenal,”  he  said.  “I  realize  the 
magazine  could  play  a  small  part  in  helping 
to  change  that.  We  want  Bulk  Male  to  give  a 
segment  of  the  population  a  chance  to  get 
some  notoriety  and  a  chance  to  be  heard 
seriously. 

“Other  people  have  tried  to  create  similar 
things  along  these  lines,”  he  continued,  “and 
I  don’t  want  to  belittle  anyone’s  efforts  at 
presenting  the  images  of  big  men,  but 
nobody’s  gone  out  and  just  kicked  ass.  There 
have  been  a  few  underground  big  men’s 
publications  before  us  that  were  created  by 
big  men — and  not  necessarily  big  men  who 
liked  big  men.  The  difference  at  Bulk  Male  is 
that  the  people  on  the  staff  like  big 
men — some  are  big  men  themselves  and 
some  are  not — so  we’re  willing  to  really 
push  it  and  take  risks.” 

Continuing  with  this  rule-breaking  theme, 
Bergland  chose  to  put  his  meat  where  his 
mouth  is  by  posing  for  a  photospread  in  the 
first  issue  of  Bulk  Male.  At  5 ’  1 1  ” ,  175 
pounds,  Bergland  is  the  only  one  out  of  five 
featured  models  who  weighs  in  at  under  240 
pounds.  In  the  text  accompanying  the  photo 
essay,  which  is  labelled  “Hunter,”  the  man 
who’s  making  it  his  mission  to  increase 
positive  visibility  for  big  gay  men  says  that 
his  favorite  fantasy  “is  to  be  the  hot  center 
Filling  in  a  big  hairy  Manwich!" 

“The  whole  thing  is  about  pride,”  he  said. 
“When  big  men  realize  that  there’s  a 
population  out  there  that  appreciates  them, 
they  realize  that  they’re  hot  and  desirable. 
No  society  should  push  you  to  be  what  it 
wants — you  have  to  be  who  you  want  and 
Bulk  Male  is  here  to  support  that.”  □ 

Bulk  Male  subscriptions  are  available  for 
$24.95  per  yearl$44.95  for  two  years.  All 
checks  payable  to  Big  Bull  Inc.,  Box  300352 
Denver,  CO  80203. 

Bergland  and  Bulk  Male  are  planning  to 
attend  Convergence  in  Boston  (see 
accompanying  article)  with  "a  complete 
photo  studio  set  up,"  so  get  ready  for  your 
close-ups,  Mr.  Big  Boston. 
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Join  other  gag  men  For  a 
social,  supportive  and  Fun  evening 
designed  to  help  gou 
meet  the  men  uou  want  to  meet 

and 

have  the  kind  oF  sex  uou  want  to  have 
within  gour  own  limits. 


Friday.  June  2  I.  8  PITT  -  II  PITT 

OiDS  acnon  Committee 
1(31  Clarendon  Street.  4th  Floor.  Boston 

Free  admission,  bud  space  is  limited. 

To  reserve  a  space,  please  call 
cay)  437-0200.  ext.  499 


Quality  (617)  524-6822 

Printing 


collective  and  a  union  shop,  can 


for  a 
change 


meet  your  complete  printing  needs, 
from  layout  to  bindery.  Call  us  for 
an  estimate  at  524-6822  Monday 
through  Friday,  9  am  to  5:30  pm. 


94  GREEN  STREET  •  JAMAICA  PLAIN.  MA  *02130 


SERVING  THE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 

ELECTRICAL  WIRING 
AND  REPAIRS  BY  PAULA 

wimNG  WITH  PRIDE  SINCE  1972 

1-800-383-2978 

Massachusetts  License  #  A.7299  *  New  Hampshire  License  #  3697  •  Maine  License  #  3269 

D/B/A  P.  WALACH  ELECTRICAL  CONTR. 

24  HR.  EMERCEHCY  SERVICE  WITHIH  100  MILE  RADIUS  Of  BOSTOH  ALL  CALLS  AMSWERED  PROMPTLY 


OFFERING 

■  Small  Shop  Personalization 

■  Completed  on  Chassis  Restoration 

■  Return  of  Damaged  Parts 

■  Late-model  Rental  Availabtity 

■  On-staff  Licensed  Appraiser 

■  Free  Follow-up  Service 


SPECIALIZING  IN 

■  Custom  Painting 

■  Euro-Sport  Look 

■  Classic  &  Antique  Cars 

■  Japanese,  German  & 
Scandinavian  Finishes 


106  Washington  Street,  Dedham,  MA  •  320-9835, 320-9836, 320-9837 
1  Block  from  Dedham  Mall  •  8am-6pm  Monday  -  Friday,  Saturday  by  appointment 


COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS  COUNSELING 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN/  LEWINGER,  MASON  A 
DESKTOP  PUBLISHING  DUFFY,  P.C. 


OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgeriy  Road 
Boston,  MA  021 15 
(617)267-2262 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

7  Haviland  St. 

Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)267-0900x413 

ARCHITECTS 

MULLIKEN  ARCHITECTS  NC. 

161  Mass.  Ave.,  Suite  312 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)266-1123 
Jeffrey  Mulkken.  AIA 

AUTO  BODY 

Did  you  know  you  are  not 
required  to  have  your  car 
repaired  at  an  insurance 
recommended  repair  shop? 
JACKS  AUTOBOOY 
guarantees  all  work  for  2 
years.  Come  see  us  for  all  of 
your  auto  needs  (617)  320- 
9835,  9-6  M-F 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway 

Cambridge,  MA 

(617)  868  3392 

T.  W.  F,  Sat:  10-6.  Th:  12-8 

•Repairs  -Pans  -Work  space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

673  8oylston  St. 

Boston,  M A  02108 
(617)267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMEN'S 

BOOKSTORE 

186  Hampshire  St. 

Cambridge,  MA02139 
(617)876-5310 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 

375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02t46 
(617)232-7200 

CLEANING 

SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  &  Residential 
Boston.  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod 
1-617-669-8629  Message 
24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-617-230-8067  Display 
Excellent  References  - 
I  do  windows  I 

CLEAN  SWEEP 

Residential  cleaning 
Cambridge/Somerville 
References  available 
(617)  623-0266 

THE  CLEANING  CREW 

General  cleaning 
Odd  jobs.  References 
Bonded.  Insured 
(508)  657-4894 

COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 

•  Software  •  Hardware 
Networks  •  Maintenance 

•  Trouble-shooting 
(617)445-8130  Anytime 

RON'S  HYPERTYPER 

Creative  desktop  publishing/ 
word  processing.  Make  your 
resumes,  manuscrpts  and 
flyers  shine.  (617)628-9096 


EATING  DISORDERS 
VALERY  ROCKWELL, 

M.Ed.  Anorexia.  Buirna. 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women.  Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)492-7843 

GREATER  PROVIDENCE  AREA 
Ros  Johnson.  LICSW 
(401)861-6768 
Psychotherapy  &  Consultation 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG. 

M.D.,  PhD 

Child  and  Adult  Psychiatry 
20  yrs.  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  their  children 
(508)  358-7512 
Close  to  Boston 

FOUNDATIONS 
Newton  Centre, Tim  Rodden, 
MDiv  -  547-5338.  Mark 
Crosby,  MDiv  -  944-3341. 
Gay  aflirmative  Pastoral 
counseling/  Psychotherapy 

DEBRA  B.  TRUSKINOFF, 
UCSW 

Indiv,  couples,  groups  -  For 
recovery  from  abuse,  shame. 
Incest,  addictions,  losses 
Belmont/Brighton  484-1553 

ANDOVER 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Gerald  Malison.  LICSW 
Jayna  Klatzker,  LICSW 
(508)  475-6950 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

1368  Beacon  St.,  Suite  109 
Boston.  MA  02146 
(617)739-7860 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
M.A.  6  Bigelow  St. 
Cambridge.  M  A  021 39 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians  &  gay 
men,  individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 

A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Sq. 
Somerville.  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

ROHR  BAUGH  ASSOCIATES 

929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)876-6110 
Insurance  Accepted,  Fees 
Negotiable 

TAPESTRY,  INC 

20  Sacremento  St. 

CAmbridge,  MA 
(617)  661-0248 

WOMEN'S  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 

Psychotherapy  services 
for  Metro- West  Lesbians 
(508)  443-2329 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

DR.  JOHN  BARNA 

581  Boylston  St.  4th  floor 
Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)  353-1500 

ELECTRICIANS 

ELECTRICAL  WIRING  & 
REPAIR  BY  PAULA  Within 
100-mile  radius  of  Boston. 
24-hr.  servicel -800-383-2978 
MA  lie#  A7299  •  NH  lie#  3697 
ME  lic#3269  D/B/A  P.Walach 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square.  MA 
(617)  926-4289 


GAY  COMMUMTY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PUBUSHNG  SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  SL 
Boston,  MA  02116 
call  Wayne:  (617)  353-1925 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 

309  Shawmut  Ave 
Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  106 

UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 

55  Dartmouth  St.,  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair,  Skin 
care  and  Make-up  line 
Tues.  and  Sat.  9-5  Wed.-Fri. 
9-9  Wak-in  or  appt.  247-0202 

HEALTH 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Primary  health  care, 
counseling  HIV  care,  HIV 
testing,  women's  health  care 
7  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-0900 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service  Psychotherapy. 
Bodywork,  Movement. 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  266-8122,  M-Th,  12-7 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 

STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women  Mon.  eves.:  free 
anon.,  HIV  counseling  & 
testing.  (603)436-7588 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 

A  gay  physician  specializing 
in  heallh  care  for  the  gay  & 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  St.  at  Columbus 
Ave.  (617)  247-7555 

HOLISTIC  HEALTH 
SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Acupuncture,  Chiropractic, 
Massage,  Polarity 

7  Haviland  St.  Boston.  MA 
(617)  267-0900  X269 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 

Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly 
and  special  occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INSURANCE 

DAWD  L  COLUNS,  CLU 

Congress  St,  PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 

40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

JOB  COUNSELING 

Help  from  hands-on  public/ 
private  sector  executive- 
business  owner-author-filrrV 
comrttls  actor.  Free  brochure 
&  introductory  session. 
Cambridge/  Boston 
(617)  863-8448 

LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  H. 
MfCKELSON 

8  Faneuil  Hall 
Marketplace  5th  FI.  Loft 
Boston.  MA  (617)367-0414 


Hingham.  Ma.  (617)  740-1001 
(508)  2246060 
Serving  Boston.  South  Shore 
to  Provincetown 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  021 30 
(617)  524-6822 

PROFESSIONAL 

ORGANIZATIONS 

THE  GREATER  BOSTON 
BUSINESS  COUNCIL 
Lesbians  and  gay  men  in 
business  and  the  professions 
'Boston's  Gay  Chamber  of 
Commerce'  24-hour  hotline 
(617)  446-7872 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 

Full  Service  Brokerage: 

Midge  Batelle,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

ERA  PLEASANT  REALTY 

713  Centre  St. 

Boston  ,  MA  02130 

(617)  522-4600 

Trisha  Solio,  Janet  Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  T1KVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11 ,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238  Events  phone: 

(617)  926-2536 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

12  LaGrange  St.  in 
Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 

761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-S  10-7,  Su.  126 

TAXES/  AUDITING/ 
BOOKKEEPING/ 
FINANCIAL  PLANNING 

ULUAN  GONZALEZ 

Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)523-1060 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 

Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130  (617)  524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)482-2900 

PTOWNS  BRADFORD 
GARDENS  INN 

Private  baths.  Fireplaces,  Full 
breakfast.  Cottages,  1  block 
to  beach,  5  min  walk  to  shops 
(508)  487-1616 

WOMEN'S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  (or  Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  M  A  02 139 
(617)497-7200  Til.  4,  PM-2 
AM,  F4PM-2  AM.Sat.  9  PM- 
2  AM 


( Behind  State  House. 

Park  Sl  T-stop.) 

JUNE  7-50  WEEKENDS 

fri  8°°-sat83°sun800 

TICKETS  $  10/rr^'n  c"e 

CR  ONE  S' HARV  EST  BOOKSTORE  JP 


GLAD  DAY .  "  "  BOS 

NEW  WORDS .  . ■  CAMB 

FOR  MORE  INFO  27  7-  2189 


TRAVEL 

VALUES 


Serving  the 
community 


INSURANCE 

■  Rates  quoted  over  the  phone 

■  Flexible  payment  plans 

■  One  day  plate  service 

■  No  service  fees  -  ever! 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 


INSURANCE  AGENCY 


Call  the  agency  you 
know  and  trust. 


Offices  located  at: 

168  Brighton  Avenue  ■  Allston,  MA  ■  782-0400 
4521  Washington  Street  ■  Roslindale,  MA  ■  323-0800 
241  Washington  Street  ■  Brookline,  MA  ■  731-1015 


with  pride 
since  1975 


FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 


Whodunit 


Continued  from  page  9 

The  Lunch  before  that,  Gabow  employs  a 
talented  troupe  of  actresses  who  have  various 
levels  of  acting  experience.  “There’s  eight 
characters  and  it’s  a  diverse  group.  There  are 
some  people  who  have  20  years  of  acting 
experience,  and  others  for  whom  it’s  their 
first  time  acting.  There’s  Black  women, 
white  women,  straight  women  and  lesbians, 
and  a  wide  range  of  ages  represented."  Some 
of  the  cast  members  were  in  the  audience  of 
Knock-Knock  last  year.  Others  have  shifted 
from  technical  positions  to  acting.  Gabow 
maintains  that  this  democratic  approach  to 
casting  does  not  jeopardize  the  professional 
quality  of  the  production.  “I  work  the  cast 
hard,"  she  says  with  assurance.  And  to 
Gabow 's  great  joy,  last  year’s  stage  manager, 
Ema  Hughes,  returned. 

A  unique  part  of  the  play’s  cast  will  be  the 
appearance  of  surprise  “Johns"  playing  the 
part  of  John  Mitchell.  Among  the  more 
famous  Johns  performing  will  be  City 
Councillor  David  Scondras. 

The  Women’s  Theater  Project,  which  has 
produced  all  three  of  Gabow 's  plays,  has 
been  around  since  1986.  Gabow  explains, 
“Every  one  of  us  have  so  many  different 
talents.  We  have  a  fantastic  board  of 
directors  dedicated  to  doing  affordable 
community  theater.  Community  theater 
doesn’t  have  to  mean  just  old  musicals.  It 
can  be  radical,  it  can  be  alternative,  it  can 
take  risks.  I  think  the  idea  of  community 
theater  is  that  you  know  the  audience  that 
would  like  to  come  out  and  see  you  and  you 
work  at  something  that  is  really  different  and 
risk-taking.”  -  □ 

Who  Killed  Martha  Mitchell  (or  The  Day 
the  Laughing  Stopped)  written  by  Michelle 
Gabow  and  produced  by  the  Women's 
Theater  Project  will  run  every  weekend  in 
June,  beginning  June  7.  Performances  are  at 
C.  Walsh  Theater,  Suffolk  University,  Boston. 
Tickets  available  at  New  Words  Bookstore, 
Crone's  Harvest  Bookstore  and  Glad  Day 
Bookstore.  $10.  For  more  information,  call 
277-2189. 

Brother 

Continued  from  page  9 

strives  both  to  present  “our  very  best  literature” 
and  also  to  give  a  forum  to  a  wide  variety  of 
men  with  different  degrees  of  experience  as 
writers.  Consequently,  the  volume’s  literary 
achievement  is  best  embodied  in  the  stories  of 
John  Keene,  Jr.,  Charles  R.  P.  Pouncy  and  Cary 
Alan  Johnson,  and  in  the  poetic  pieces  by 
Hemphill,  Alan  Miller,  and  Marlon  Riggs.  The 
emotional  power  of  the  book,  though,  comes 
primarily  from  the  various  pieces  on  AIDS  that 
make  up  the  volume’s  third  section. 

In  the  Life  was  largely  silent  on  the  AIDS 
epidemic.  This  might  be  attributed  to  the 
relative  newness  of  the  health  crisis  at  the  lime 
of  the  book’s  production.  After  all,  when  Joe 
Beam  began  collecting  manuscripts  for  the 
volume  in  the  spring  of  1984,  the  epidemic  was 
less  than  three  years  old;  it  had  already  brought 
immense  devastation  to  the  black  community 
by  that  time,  but  we  had  hardly  yet  had  the 
chance  to  catch  our  breath  to  respond  to  the 
destruction  we  were  witnessing.  With  Joe 
Beam  among  the  thousands  of  other  black  men 
who  have  died  of  AIDS-related  causes  since 
the  publication  of  In  the  Life,  it  was  inevitable 
that  this  second  anthology  would  address  the 
crisis  head  on.  The  result  is  a  stunning 
collection  of  personal  testimonies  by  black  gay 
men  of  the  effect  of  AIDS  on  their  lives. 
Particularly  powerful  are  the  essays  by  Walter 
Rico  Burrell  and  Rodger  V.  Pamplin,  Jr. — both 
dead  now — in  which  they  discuss  with  crystal- 
clear  precision  and  unsparing  honesty  their 
own  struggles  with  AIDS  and  how  they  came 
to  terms  with  being  ill.  These  pieces,  along 
with  the  other  works  in  the  “Hold  tight,  gently” 
section,  are  in  themselves  worth  the  price  of  the 
book. 

It  is  a  blessed  truth,  however,  that  AIDS  is 
not  the  be-all  and  end-all  of  black  gay  life. 
Accordingly,  the  rest  of  Brother  to  brother 
treats  issues  from  coming  out  to  interracial  lust 
to  love  between  African  and  American  black 
men.  And  while  the  critical  essays  in  the  final 
section  seem  to  me  to  represent  only  the 
beginning  of  some  important  work  on  the 
status  of  gay  men  in  black  culture,  the 
interviews  with  Isaac  Julien  and  Marlon  Riggs 
offer  valuable  insight  on  that  status.  In  carrying 
on  the  work  begun  by  Joe  Beam  with  In  the 
Life,  Brother  to  Brother  expands  the 
possibilities  for  more  such  analysis  in  the 
future.  In  the  meantime,  it  provides  some 
strong  affirmation  of  the  experiences  of  black 
gay  men,  the  need  for  which  only  grows 
greater  as  issues  related  to  racial  and  sexual 
politics  become  the  focus  of  increased  cultural 
conflict  in  this  second  half  of  the  Reagan-Bush 
era.  □ 
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1 99 1  Gay  /Lesbian  Pride 
in  your  living  room? 

2  hour  march  with  floats,  groups  and  fun, 

"  ON  CABLE  CHANNEL  A3,  " 

SATURDAY  JUNE  15TH  BOSTON 

5PM  TO  7PM 

CAMBRIDGE  CHANNEL  19, 
MONDAYJUNE  17TH,  7PM-9PM. 

SUNDAY  (REPEAT),  9PM  JUNE  23RD 

In  Somerville  watch  for  notices 

v _  , _  7 

Tapes  available  for  purchase  $25.95  plus  postage  1-800-338-6550. 


News  about  books  from 


ALYSON 

PUBLICATIONS 


This  sea¬ 
son's 

most  enter¬ 
taining  new 
book  is 
LAVENDER 
LISTS,  by 
Lynne 
Fletcher 
and  Adrien 
Saks  ($9.00). 

These  all- 
new  lists 
capture  many  entertain¬ 
ing  aspects  of  gay  and 
lesbian  lore,  including: 
16  famous  same-sex 
couples  and 
how  they  met, 

10  lesbian 
nuns,  and  15 
cases  of  censor¬ 
ship  where  no 
sex  was 
involved. 


($9.00)  is  out. 
Completely 
updated  and 
greatly 
expanded,  it's 
that  rare  refer¬ 
ence  book 
that's  fun  to 
read.  Here  are 
thumbnail 
biographies  of 
200  lesbians 
and  gay  men 
of  past  and  present,  high¬ 
lights  from  3000  years  of 
our  history,  a  report  card 
for  the  101st  Congress, 
and  more. 

A  big 

flnew 
book  — 
both  in 
size  and  in 
social  im¬ 
pact —  is  . 


BLYSBN 

▲  * 


A  Treasury  of  Information  for 
the  Coy  and  Lesbian  Community 


Speaking  of 
fun  read¬ 
ing,  the  new 
edition  of  the 

ALYSON 

ALMANAC 


BI  ANY 
OTHER 
NAME 

DLMHM  - 

Hutchins 


:  BI  ANY 
OTHER 
NAME 

* 

and  Lani  Kaahu- 
manu  ($12.00). 

In  this  anthol¬ 
ogy,  more  than 
seventy  women 
and  men  from  all 
walks  of  life 
describe  their 
lives  as  bisex¬ 
uals.  Judy  Grahn  writes, 
"These  urgent  testi¬ 
monials  lead  us  to  a 
sexually  whole  society 
where,  with  our  varied 
queernesses,  we  are  all 
welcome." 

Harry  Hay  will 

always  be  best  re¬ 
membered  as  the  man 
who  started  the  Matta- 
chine  Society  in  1950, 
and  thus  founded  the 
modem  gay  movement. 
But  his  colorful  life  has 


encompassed  much 
more:  a  Hollywood  act¬ 
ing  career,  a  stint  in  the 
Communist  Party,  and 
co-founding  of  the 
Radical  Faeries.  Stuart 
Timmons's  widely  ac¬ 
claimed  biography  THE 
TROUBLE  WITH 

HARRY 
HAY 
(cloth, 
$20.00) 
provides, 
in  the 
words  of 
the 

Washington 
Blade,  "a 
fascinating 
account  of 
a  fascinat¬ 
ing  man." 

Two  other  books  are 
in  the  news  these 
days.  t 

daddy's  £  £)addy  s 
room-  jg  Roommate 

MATE 

(cloth, 

$15.00)  is 
the  first 
book  in 
our  new 
Alyson 
Wonder¬ 
land  series 
for  kids 


with  lesbian  or  gay  par¬ 
ents.  This  beautiful  full- 
color  picture  book  was 
intended  for  children 
aged  two  to  six,  but  artist 
Michael  Willhoite  made 
it  so  appealing  that  it's 
also  landing  on  coffee 
tables  in  a  few  homes 
without  kids. 

And  as  the  possibility 
of  war  looms,  the 
question  keeps  arising: 
Why  are  many  of  the 
country's  best  potential 
soldiers  kept  out  of  the 
military  simply  because 
of  their  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion?  The  question  is 
even  more  perplexing 
after  you  read  GAYS  IN 
UNIFORM  (ed.  by  Kate 
Dyer,  $7.00).  This  is  the 
report  that  the  Pentagon 
authorized,  then  tried  to 
hide  when 
officials  didn't 
like  its  conclu¬ 
sions.  We've 
now  made  it 
available  to  the 
public  for  the 
first  time. 

Ask  for 
these 

books  at  your 
local  book¬ 


store.  Or,  to  order  by 
mail,  use  a  bold  marker 
to  circle  the  titles  you 
want,  and  return  this  ad 
to  us. 


Enclosed  is  $ _ for  the 

books  I've  circled.  (Add 
$1.00  postage  if  you  order 
just  one  title;  if  you  order 
two  or  more,  we'll  pay 
postage.)  MasterCard  and 
Visa  accepted:  Enclose  card 
number,  expiration  date, 
and  signature. 


name 


address 


city 


state  zip 

ALYSON  PUBLICATIONS 
Dept.  P-89,  40  Plympton  St. 
Boston,  MA  02118 
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on  tour  with  their  new  album 

Be  Political,  Not  Polite ! 

in  concert  with  Pat  Humphries 


and  comic 

Linda  Moakes 


Hotnanovsk) 

&  Phillips 

Friday,  June  14 

8:00  p.m. 

Paine  Hall, 

Harvard  University 

Tickets  $15  at  Crone's 
Harvest,  Glad  Day,  New 
Words,  Out  of  Town, 
and  at  the  door.  Info.  & 
reservations:  617-497-3019. 

”...  outrageous  fun  and  good,  good  music  can  go  hand-in-hand 
and  can  recharge  political  batteries  better  than  any  number  of 
campaign  speeches....  If  1  can  attend  a  concert  like  this  one  every  few 
months,  life  will  be  much  easier  to  take!" 

—  Bay  Windows  after  the  last  R&P  concert 


as  emcee 

another  gay 
(and  joyful’.) 
eveining  of  music, 
humor  &  pride 
brought  to  you  by 
Birds  of  a  Feather 


CONCERT  SERIES 

^Brovincetown  town  hall 

all  programs  7:30PM 


JULY  26 


JULY  27  JULY  28 


VIC  CHESNUTT 

HARDSOUL  POETS 
MELISSA  FERRICK 
DENISE  McDUFFIE-BENTLEY 


BETTY 

M  USS  CALZARETTA 
BROOKS  WILUAMS 
PATTI  GRIFFIN 


VERY  SPECIAL 
SURPRISE  GUESTS 

KSENIA  MACK 
CHRIS  DE  PINTO 


TIX:  ARBORWAY  VIDEO  (JAMAICA  PLAIN) 

WOOD  AND  STRINGS  (ARLINGTON)  GABRIEL’S  (PROVINCETOWN) 

$12.00  (adv)  $13.00  (day  of)  Weekend  Pass  $30.00  +  .50  handling  fee,  mail  order  only,  SASE 
Mail  Order:  P.O.  Box  199.  Ipswich,  MA  01938 
Charge  by  Phone:  (617)  641-2131 


PARTIAL  PROCEEDS  TO  BENEFIT  THE  MULTI-CULTURAL  AIDS  COALITION  AND  GREENPEACE 
WHEELCHAIR  ACCESSIBLE 
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PRESENTED  BY  BLACK  DIAMOND  PRODUCTIONS 


THE 


CLUB 


FOH 


WOMEN 


INDIGO  IS  BOSTON'S  HOTTEST 
DANCE  CLUB  FOR  WOMEN 

FREE  ADMISSION  EVERY  THURSDAY  •  ALL  SUMMER  LONG!! 

WIN  TICKETS  TO  SEE  DIANA  ROSS,  WHITNEY  HOUSTON,  INDIGO 
GIRLS,  BONNIE  RAIH,  ARETHA  FRANKUN  AND  MORE! 

FUNDRAISING  AUCTION  FOR  INDIGO  SOFTBALL  TEAM  •  JUNE  21 
LOTS  OF  GREAT  ITEMS,  50/50  RAFFLE,  DOOR  PRIZES 
AND  OTHER  COOL  STUFF. 

JOIN  US  IN  CELEBRATING  LESBIAN  &  GAY  PRIDE  DAY! 

JUNE  8  •  VIRGINIA  &  THE  WOLF  (ALL  WOMEN  ROCK  BAND)  •  8PM 
JUNE  16  •  TERESA  TRULL  IN  CONCERT  WITH  JOHN 
BUCCHINO  AND  EXTRA  SPECIAL  GUEST  M'USS  •  7:30  PM 
JULY  6  •  FROM  NY  -  T1GRESSA  AND  ADULT 
CHILDREN  OF  HETEROSEXUALS  •  8  PM 


Thu  4PM-2AM,  Fri  4PM-2AM,  Sat  9PM-2AM 

823  Main  Street.  Cambridge.  MA  617-497-7200 


prtf T  NEIL  6U SH 
■when  hit  6f  ri  oftTA 
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YOU  MUST  BE  18  OR  OLDER 
$1  PER  MIN  •  $2  1st  MIN 
©1990  REAL  PEOPLE,  LTD. 
PRICES  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE 
WITHOUT  NOTICE 


$1  PERlMINFf$'ltC0NNECTI0NlCHARGE{3Y0i3MUST!BE|T8^0R'0LDER] 
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have 


FUNI 

Personals 
Confessions 
Fantasies 


1  -900-FUN 


<Mr  OQ 


©1991  REASPEOPLE*ILTDSjIPRICESISUBJECTirOICHANGEiWITHOUTINOTICEm 


Let  the  Gay  Connection  help  you  find  that  special  man  from  right  here  in  Boston. 
Speak  privately  one-on-one  with  other  gay  men,  and  with  our  rematch  feature, 
you  control  who  you  speak  with  while  maintaining  your  privacy. 

T o  listen  to,  or  leave  a  personal  ad  for  other  men  to  hear, 
try  the  all-male  Gay  Selections. 


T"  GAY 
CONNECTION 


GAY 

SELECTIONS" 


1-900-38-MGA2TKC2H4  1-900-370-2266 

Onlj  98*  e*r  minut>.  *2  firtf  min.,  *1  »arh  a«T  minuta. 


Probability  of  matching  variec.  Most  be  18  gear*  or  older.  eJart»l,  Inc.,  1991 

Try  our  demo  s's:  (617)  262-6954  (one-on-one)  (617)  262-7272  (voice  personal*) 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Personals 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to 
GCN  Box#,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02116.  This  applies  to  GCN 
Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O.  Boxes.  Mail  may  be 
addressed  to  boxes  for  weeks  after  the  issue  in 
which  it  appears.  Check  carefully  to  be  sure  you 
have  the  correct  box  number! 


ALTERNATIVE  LIFESTYLE 


I  -900-740-6600 

Private  mailboxes  $1.39  minute 


ANONYMOUS  COUNTERPART 
AND  LOCAL  LAWYER 

Got  your  letter  too  late.  I  wrote  back,  but  P.O. 
Box  was  closed.  Would  really  like  to  meet  you. 
Please  try  again.  Shy  Physicist,  Box  500  (fr  45) 


DOCTOR  WHO  UKES  TO  BIKE 
AND  WORKS  TOO  MUCH 

Got  your  letter  too  late.  I  called  you,  but  the 
phone  has  been  disconnected.  I  found  this  quite 
disappointing.  1  would  very  much  like  to  meet 
you.  Please  try  to  contact  me  again.  Shy 
Physicist,  Box  500  (fr  45) 


GM  “bear”  29  1/2  wants  photo/video  used  jock- 
underwear/?  exchange.  Write:  Pig  Guy,  GCN  Box 
358 


JUST  FRIENDS 

New  to  the  area  or  just  want  to  meet  some  new 
friends??  We  are  a  discrete  L/couple  40+,  living 
in  a  suburban  family  neighborhood.  We  would 
like  to  meet  some  new  friends  for  light  and  easy 
socializing,  informal  get  togethers.  No  causes,  no 
drugs,  just  discrete,  down  to  earth,  easy  going 
people  with  a  sense  of  humor.  We  would  like  to 
meet  the  same.  Male/female,  singles  or  couples, 
just  people,  just  friends.  Please  drop  us  a  line. 
Reply  Box  637.  (45) 


Warm,  bright,  attractive  JLF,  mid-twenties  seeks 
one  easy-going,  affectionate  woman  for 
conversation,  dining  out,  films,  romance — a 
picnic  by  the  ocean?  GCN  Box  727  (fr47) 

Any  GM  18-30  into  truly  alternative  no  bullshit 

rock  and  roll/general  inspired  insanity  write  GCN 
Box  713.  (46) 


Sassy,  infectiously  energetic  type  seeks  dyke  with 
a  mildly  dry  sense  of  humor  to  discuss  de 
Beauvoir  and  maybe  more?  A  plus  if  you  wear 
leopard  stretch  pants.  GCN  Box  707. 


I  really  only  want  to  be  with  you.  Really. 


Announcements 


Radio/Cable  for/about  us.  Send  SI  &  SASE  for 
program  list  to  John  Zeh,  1455  Chapin  St.  NW, 
Washington.  DC  20009-4510 


VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

The  Foundation  for  Children  with  AIDS  is 
seeking  volunteers  to  commit  to  3  hrs.  per  month. 
For  more  info,  please  call  Loretta  at  625-2121. 


SPIRIT  FEST  1991 

1st  annual  four  day  “Women's  Spirituality”  & 
Cultural  Festival.  Celebrate  fall  with  your 
Southern  Sisters!  North  of  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana,  Nov  7,8,  9,  10.  Henso  Productions, 
1806  Curcor  Drive,  Gulfport,  MS  39507  (601) 
896-3196  (44) 


The  Amherst  based  organization  GALE  (Gay  and 
Lesbian  Educators)  invites  teachers,  counselors, 
administrators  and  other  school  staff  to  walk  with 
us  in  Boston's  Pride  March.  For  more  information 
about  GALE,  write  GALE  Network,  P.O.  Box 
930,  Amherst,  MA  01004-0930.  Look  for  our 
banner  with  the  apple  and  pink  triangle.  We  will 
gather  before  the  march  at  the  Baybank  in 
Government  Center. 


ANY  PURPOSE  LOANS 

Save  hundreds  of  dollars  in  interest  and  closing 
costs.  For  free  details;  write  to  Jerry  Lee;  PO  Box 
3100;  Goodyear,  Arizona  85338.  (45) 


Massage 


MASSAGE 

Great  Massage  Full  Body  Swedish  Massage  For 
the  Relief  of  all  Tensions.  By  Professional 
Gentleman  With  Strong  Caring  Hands.  Beacon 
Hill  “Carlos”  742-2416  (V.  19,1.10) 


Services 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  -Sports  Medicine  -Diagnosis  and 
treatment  or  disease  -Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
Serving  the  community  since  1974  •  Insurance  accepted 
739-7860 


CATS/DOGS  LOW  COST  SPAYING 

Low  cost  spaying  and  neutering  for  cats  and  dogs. 
For  those  who  cannot  afford  regular  vet  fees. 
Performed  by  licensed  vets  in  their  own  clinics. 
For  application  call  899-8523.  (V.19,  i  6) 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  CLASSIFIEDS 

HEADLINE  ( optional) 

BOLD _ 

max.  30  characters 

FLAMER _ 

max.  20  characters 


Gay  and  Lesbian 

Helppine 

267-9001  tty/voice 

6-11  PM  Sunday  -  Friday 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates,  P.C. 

•  David  R.  Lund 

•  Barbara  Macy 

•  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning/ 
Wills  •  Real  Estate  Transactions  • 
Domestic  Relationships  •  Discrimination 
•  Probate  of  Estates  •  Driving  Under  the 
Influence  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  Agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Pracitice  of  Law  • 
Condo  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  266-0760 


Inc. 


Mariagelnent, 


Lowest  Possible  Airfare 

The  Vendome  •  160  Commonwealth  Ave. 

Boston  •  Massachusetts  02116 
617  •  424  •  1908  Fax:617  -  424  -  9350 


General  Dentistry 

John  C.  Barna,  dmd 


GCN  needs  volunteers  to  do 
lots  of  things.  Don't  miss 
this  chance  to  help  out 
your  favorite  weekly.  Call 
426-4469  for  more  details. 


AS  EASY  AS  A  MAC  BUT  RUNS  ON 
YOUR  IBM  AT  OR  COMPATIBLE 

"Bookkeeping  By  Design “ 
Accounting  Software 

>  Runs  under  MS  Windows  (Included) 

•  With  ATP,  A/R.  G/L  Payroll.  Invoicing 

•  Accepts  entries  for  any  period 
•  Installation  available  on  your  hardware 

•  Or  ask  about  our  complete  systems 

Special  introductory  Price:  (SOS 
Demo  Disk:  $10  VISA.  MC 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 
(617)  445-8130 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain. 
Headaches.  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


COPY 


Attach  extra  sheets  as  needed;  each  word  after  25  words  is  25 1,  business  ads  35 1 


BASIC  COSY 

□  Non-business: 

S6  for  1st  25  words;  254  for  each  addtl  word 

□  Business: 

S8  for  1st  25  words;  35#  for  each  addtl  word 
$ _ per  ad  x _ (number  of  runs) 

HEADING 

□  Flamer  $3.00  x _ (number  of  runs) 

□  Bold  $1.50  x _  (number  of  runs) 

DISCOUNTS 

10-20  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10% 

21-30  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15% 

31+  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20% 

BOX  SERVICE 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  six  weeks 

BOXED  DISPLAY  CLASSIFIEDS 

□  $15  per  column  inch, _ inches  x  $15 

TOTAL 


CATEGORY 

□ 

PERSONALS 

$ 

□ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

□ 

HELP  WANTED 

$ 

□ 

HOUSING  WANTED 

s 

□ 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 

s 

□ 

APARTMENTS 

□ 

SUMMER  RENTALS 

$ 

□ 

MASSAGE 

$ 

□ 

FOR  SALE 

□ 

PUBU  CATIONS 

s 

□ 

ORGANIZATIONS 

$ 

□ 

SERVICES 

$ 

□ 

RIDES 

t 

□ 

MOVERS 

Name_ _ 

Address _ 

City _ State _ Zip _ Phone _ 

Deadline  for  Classifieds  is  Friday  at  3  pm.  for  the  next  Friday's  edition.  All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 
No  ads  accepted  over  the  telephone.  Please  clip  and  return  this  ad  form  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA.  02116 


581  Boylston  Street  4th  floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  0211 6 
(617)  353-1500 


"1/ 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS  C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans,  MA  02643 


1-800-339-2006 


Qu 

ial 

jty 

LIMOUSINE  SERVICE 

ymr  Boston 
▼  617-361-1546  ▼ 

Help  Wanted 


UVE-IN  OR  PART-TIME 

Personal  Care  Attendants  to  assist  female 
professional  disabled  activist.  No  experience 
necessary  but  must  have  a  driver’s  license  and  be 
responsible,  mature,  and  energetic.  Live-in 
$200/wk.  Weekends,  $190  Call  731  -6228  (49) 


PERSONAL  CARE  ATTENDANT  FOR  GWM 

Arlington/Somerville  area.  Car  necessary, 
dependability  a  must.  Flex  hours-will  train.  If 
interested,  call  Bill  at  648-0578  after  7:00 
PM-leave  message.  (46) 


GET  DIRTY  FOR  MONEYl 

Is  there  a  studio  assistant  in  Prov.,  RI  for  2 
women  with  fast  dogs  and  too  many  gargoyles? 
Artistically  bent  part-time.  (No  Big  Hair,  please) 
(401)273-1043  (45) 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

Gay  anti  Lesbian  Community 

Center  of  Baltimore 

$25,000  plus  benefits. 

Begin  August  I. 

Send  resume/  references  to: 

Search  GLCCB,  P.O.  Box  22S7S,  Baltimore, 
21203. 


JOBS 

Earn  up  to  $50,000  a  year. 
Over  100  jobs  on  Third  Harbor 
Tunnel  Depression  Of  Artery  Boston 
Harbor  Cleanup. 

Join  Union  Local  88  279  Northern  Ave.  Boston. 
Phone:  426-8801  See  Pat  or  Scott. 

A  denial  of  membership  is  a  violation  of  your  civil  rights. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


GAY  AND  LESBIAN  LIAISON 

City  of  Boston  is  seeking  applicant  with  extensive 
knowledge  of  the  gay  and  lesbian  community. 
Responsibilities  include  providing  staff  assistance 
and  representing  Mayor  of  Boston,  staff  Mayor's 
Committee  on  AIDS,  working  with  individuals 
and  groups  around  issues  of  concern.  Strong 
written  and  verbal  communication  skills  and 
Boston  Residency  required.  Resumes  to  John 
Riordan,  Mayor's  Office  of  Neighborhood 
Services,  Boston  City  Hall,  Boston,  MA  02201  by 
EOE/AA.  (45) 


Roommate 


DON'T  FORGET! 

All  renewal  calls  must  be 
made  by  Friday  at  3  pm. 


3  lesbian  and  1  straight  woman  seek  fifth  to 
complete  friendly  household.  Hardwood  floors, 
fireplace,  pseudoyard,  VCR,  MTV,  PMS.  One 
block  from  Portersquare  T.  No  pets,  non-smoking, 
semi-coop.  Room  $245+.  Call:  Julia,  Tracy, 
Marilyn,  Connie,  Regula  at  625-3314  available 
June  1991. 

(40) 


SUNNY  DOWNTOWN  INMAN  SQUARE 

LF  44,  zany/responsible  seeks  similar  to  share  6- 
room  apt.  I'm  working-class  background 
“professional”  job,  fat  liberation,  ex-hippie,  no 
booze  or  diets.  $400+.  7/1  776-2793.  (45) 


Newton:  Room  available  in  large  beautiful  house 
inc.  pool,  yard,  parking,  D  &  D.  Must  like 
animals,  refs  req.  $400.  Util  inc.  Call  Alice  332- 
5468  (45) 


PORTER  SQUARE 

LF  seeks  reliable  roommate  (25+)  to  share  E-Z 
oing  household.  Washer/Dryer.  Nice  yard. 
250+ util  a  must  seek.  Call  628-1868  (lin) 


VICTORIAN  BRIGHTON 

Own  room  in  spacious  house  with  professional 
lesbian  couple  and  son  age  3.  Near  T  smoke  free, 
amenities.  Available  anytime,  now  or  start 
September  1.  $395/month  or  EXCHANGE 
ROOM  AND  BOARD  for  13  hours/week  help 
with  housework,  errands,  and  childcare.  254-5929 

(41) 


Newtonville.2  LF's  seek  LF  ,  friendly,  responsible 
to  share  large  house  semi-coop,  fireplace,  yard, 
no  smoke  drugs,  alcohol.  $350  plus  including  half 
bath  965-0648.  (46) 


SUMMER  SUBLET  AVAILABLE 

$300  plus  util,  fully  furnished  rm  w /  TV  in  gay 
home  available  May  1st  thru  Sept./Oct.  Full  use 
of  kitchen,  laundry  rm,  living  rm.  On  street 
parking,  1  block  from  T.  Red  line,  Shawmut  stop, 
Dorchester.  Call  Frank,  426-4469  days  10  AM- 
4PM. 


Cleveland  Circle  basement  apartment  seeks 
UNTIDY  female  housemate,  23+.  Independent, 
responsible,  considerate,  respect  privacy.  Near  3 
T  lines!  $240  includes  heat.  Leave  message  739- 
6566  now.  (30) 


LF,  34,  seeks  LF  25+  for  3  bedroom  apt.,  sunny, 
charming  in  Belmont/Camb.  line.  No 
smoking/drugs,  clean,  friendly,  independent. 
Summer  sublet  possible  $350+  utils.  484-1553 

(43) 


Summer  Rentals 


WELLE LEET,  CAPE  COD 

Garden  apartment,  steps  to  bay  beach.  Sleeps  two. 
$400/wk  Please  call  1  -508-349-6947.  (43) 


JP  SUBLET 

May  15-Aug  31.  Great  LF  household-friendly  and 
fun  women  only!!  Pleasant,  furnished  room,  1/2 
bath.  T  convenient-Forest  Hills  $210+  util, 
(negotiable)  522-6148  (43) 


Movers 


Appleton  moving  company,  Inc.  Your  moving 
partner.  Low  rates.  Excellent  service.  Fast, 
efficient,  careful.  Gay  owned  and  operated. 
Packing,  pianos,  hoisting.  Boston:  641-1234 
Suburbs:  246-1905  (V19,i9) 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New 
and  used  boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers. 
Truck  and  equipment  rentals.  We  load/unload 
your  truck  522-0826 


Publications 

*  » 


SOCIALISM  &  SEXUALITY 

Quarterly  newsletter  of  the  Lesbian/Gay /Bisexual 
Commission  of  the  Democratic  Socialists  of 
America.  $8  for  one  year  subscription  (4  issuesO. 
Checks  to  “Chicago  DSA,”  1608  N.  Milwaukee 
#403,  Chicago,  IL  60647  (45) 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation's 
oldest  women's  newsjoumal.  Analysis,  reviews, 
conference  coverage,  and  news-on  health, 
feminist  theory,  reproductive  rights,  civil  rights 
and  political  work  among  working,  disabled, 
incarcerated,  old  and  poor  women,  women  of 
color,  lesbians  and  women  from  every  continent 
$15/11  issues 


THE  OTHER  SIDE  OF  THE  STORY 

That's  what  you  get  inside  every  issue  of  IN 
THESE  TIMES.  We've  built  our  reputation  on 
addressing  the  issues  the  mainstream  media 
ignores,  and  that's  why  our  unique  point  of  view 
has  been  trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for 
fifteen  years.  Experience  the  very  best  in 
alternative  American  journalism  by  ordering  a 
sample  copy  today.  Write:  IN  THESE  TIMES, 
2040  N.  Milwaukee  Ave.,  Chicago,  IL  60647  or 
subscribe  toll  free  from  anywhere  in  the  U.S.: 
(800)  435-0715.  GIVE  US  A  TRY.  WE’LL  GIVE 
YOU  THE  VIEW  FROM  THE  OTHER  SIDE. 

WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since 
1983.  Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
abroad.  Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada, 
$25/institutions.  Free  sample  on  request.  THE 
WOMEN'S  REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women's 
Research  Center,  Wellesley,  MA  021 81.  (ex) 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of 
commentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor 
by  and  for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample 
$1.50sub.  $6  more  if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro, 
No.  236G,  SF,  CA  94114.  (18.35) 


SHREWSBURY 

LF  to  share  4  BR  home  large  yard.  W/D  40  mins 
to  Boston  $275+  util  (508)  842-1020  Lv.  message 


GAYELLOW  m 
^73  PAGES  |AJ 


(45) 


PROVIDENCE 

Moving  to  Providence  or  commuting?  GF  looking 
for  F  to  share  beautiful  7  rm.  apt.,  full  or  part- 
time.  $375.+util.  F.T.  rent;  negotiable  for  P.T.  Lv. 
message.  (401)  751-7781.  (46) 


Apartments 


NEAR  TUFTS— MEDFORD 

5  room  apt.  on  quiet  street  in  2  family  house; 
deck  +  garden,  ceiling  fans,  refrig,  W/D,  storage; 
cals  welcome;  great  owners;  avail  7/1  $750+  util; 
call  617-391-0532  (48) 


All  natural  1  BR  apt,  hdwd,  pkg,  trees  view, 
moonlight,  ecofem  owner  occ  hse  on  hill,  T  & 
Xwy,  $545.  Older  one  $485  inc.  all  436-2583  Dor 

(48) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

2  large,  sunny  2  bedroom  apartments,  quiet  street 
near  park  Washer/Dryer  $800.00+.  Available  7/1 
and  9/1.  522-5417.  (45) 


APARTMENT  FOR  RENT 

4+  rooms,  pels  OK,  yard,  small  woodstove,  nice 
view,  ceiling  fan,  pkg,  near  T,  3-fam,  LF  owner 
occup.  $550+  util,  $250  S.  Dep,  Malden,  324- 
6822  (47) 


MATTAPAN 

4rm  2BR  3rd  floor  of  3  or  bus  1  mi  to  trolley 
$700  ht  incl.  Pets  possible  Kathy/Rebecca  298- 
3989  (46) 


For  Sale 


ROSUNDALE 

11  room  Victorian  with  pocket  doors,  modem 
kitchen,  two  baths,  two  fireplaces,  natural 
woodwork  throughout,  wraparound  porch,  two 
car  garage,  in  excellent  condition  asking  S199K, 
will  accept  reasonable  offer.  Call  617-325-8165. 


Accommodations,  AIDS/HIV  resources,  bant, 
bookstores,  various  businesses,  health  care, 
legal  services,  organizations,  publications, 
religious  groups,  switchboards,  therapists, 
travel  agents,  &  much  more,  for  gay  women 
and  men. 

All  prices  below  INCLUDE  FIRST  CLASS 
POSTAGE  to  USA,  Canada  &  Mexico,  in 
sealed,  discreet  envelopes.  Mailing  lists  are 
strictly  confidential. 

Orders  from  ouside  USA  (including  Canada  & 
Mexico):  payment  must  be  in  US  Funds  payable 
on  a  US  bank,  or  by  Post  Office  or  American 
Express  money  order.  (We  suggest  you  try  a 
local  bookstore  first,  to  avoid  possible  Customs 
problems!) 

US/CANADA.  Canada  and  USA  for  women  & 
men.  City  by  city  information  for  all  US  States, 
Canadian  Provinces,  and  the  US  Virgin  Islands, 
plus  nationwide  resources  including 
headquarters  of  national  organizations  and 
caucuses:  publications:  mail  order  companies, 
etc  $12.00;  outside  N.  America  $17  (airmail) 
NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY.  NY  &  NJ:  separate 
Women's  Section;  Manhattan  bar  notes  by  Jerry 
Fitzpatrick  $5.00;  outside  N.  America  $8 
(airmail) 

SOUTHERN'Southem  Midwest.  64  pages  AL 
AZ.  AR,  FL,  GA,  KS,  KY,  LA,  MS,  MO,  NM.  NC, 
OK.  PR,  SC.  TN.  TX,  US  Virgin  Islands.  V A. 
$5.00;  outside  N.  America  $8  (airmail) 
NORTHEAST.  CT,  DE.  DC.  ME.  MA,  NH,  OH. 
PA.  Rl,  VT,  WV  $5.00;  ouside  N.  America  $8 
(airmail) 

RENAISSANCE  HOUSE,  BOX  292-GCN 
VILLAGE  STATION,  NEW  YORK,  NY 
10014-0292  (212)  674-0120 


The  most  comprehensive  and 
updated  source  of  information  and 
organizations  in  New  England  ! 

Over  200  pages  of  contacts,  businesses  &  non-profits. 


THE  NEW  ENGLAND 
COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


To  Order  in  Mass., 
call  (617)  723-5130 
1  In  the  U.S.,  1-800-338-6550 
MC/V1SA  Welcome 


Or  send  $6.95  to:  Kennedy  Publishing,  105 
Charles  Street,  Suite  283,  Boston,  MA  021 14 
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Vacations 


MERMAID  INN  FT  LAUDERDALE  BEACH 

Guest  rooms  efficiencies,  suites,  heated  pool, 
cable  TV.  725  N.  Birch  Rd.  Ft  Lauderdale  FL. 
33304  1 -800-749-DYKE  Gay  Men  Welcome 

(47) 


A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN! 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  the  pool,  cool  nights  by 
a  crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  With  100 
mountain  acres,  hiking  trails,  yummy  breakfasts, 
peace  &  privacy,  we’re  your  perfect  vacation 
choice!  Golf,  tennis,  antiquing,  summer  theater 
nearby.  Spectacular  fall  colors!  HIGHLANDS 
INN,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem  NH  03574.  (603) 
869-3978.  Grace,  Innkeeper.  (v.l9,i,16) 


WATERSHIP  INN 

Rustic  cozy  inn  one  half  block  from 
Provincetown  harbor,  free  continental  breakfast, 
parking,  most  rooms  w/private  bath  OPEN  YEAR 
ROUND.  7  Winthrop  Street  Provincetown,  MA 
02657.  (508)  487-0094.  TJ 


GAY  TRAVEL 

VIDEO  SERIES 


Now  Available  on  VHS! 

FEATURING: 

•  Key  West 

•  Ft.  Lauderdale 

•  Provincetown 

•  Montreal 

COMING  THIS  SUMMER: 


Palm  Springs, The  Russian  River,  San  Francisco, 
New  York  City,  and  Gay  &  Lesbian  Europe 

Tapes  cost  $19.95  each 
Provincetown  2  part  series  $29.95 


For  information  or  fo  order  a  tape  by  Mastercard  or 
VISA  in  Mass.,  caU 


(617)  723-5130 

Or  in  the  U.S., 

1-800-338-6550 


PRISONERS 

SEEKING 

FRIENDS 

Hi  there,  sailor.  I’m  the  one  you've  been 
looking  for.  I'm  a  young  TS  lady:  mature 
and  full  of  life,  seeking  a  tender  yet 
strong  man.  Write  Starr  Graham,  Box 

600  #57393,  Canon  city  ,  CO  81215. _ 

Lonely  GM  seeking  friends  and 
prisoners.  Lots  of  of  love  and  very 
understanding.  Interested  in  rock  music, 
poems  and  nature.  Please  send  photo. 
Write  Ted  Bamsch  TDC  #499447,  Wynne 

Unite,  Huntsville  TX  77340. _ 

I’ll  be  relseased  in  1992,  looking  to  move 
to  Mass.  area.  I'm  serious-minded  and 
looking  for  someone  to  be  happy  with.  I 
enjoy  cooking,  art  and  life  in  general.  I 
like  older  men.  Write  Donald  Edgar 
Jones,  11249-CA,  RT.  1,  Box  36,  Jackson, 

N.C.  27845 _ 

I'm  looking  for  a  real  gay  lover.  I  get  out 
soon,  love  to  dance,  Fishing  ,  swimming, 
good  sex.  I  want  to  love,  not  play  games. 
Write  James  Robert  Burden,  Ky.  State 
Reformatory,  3001  W  HY  148,  LaGrange 

KY  40032. _ 

Gay  American  Indian,  into  real  people, 
seeking  true  friendship.  Hobbies  are 
weight  lifting,  computers,  reading, 
writing,  all  sports.  Would  like  to  hear 
from  all  who  care.  Write  Jerry  Walker, 
470151,  Rt.  4,  Box  1200,  Rosharon  TX 

77583. _ 

GM  seeks  to  correspond  with  real  people 
who  are  willing  to  share  thoughts,  ideas 
and  laughter  with  a  down-to-earth  but 
lonely  prisoner.  Take  a  chance  and  write 
me:  Stephen  Benwell,  E-25034,  P.O.  Box 

W,  2-A5-26,  Represa  CA  95671. _ 

GBM,  sensitive,  romantic,  political- 
minded,  a  little  bossy  (I'm  told),  who 
enjoys  male  companionship  and  genitals, 
fire  places,  music,  poetry.  Talk  to  me 
baby!  James  W.  Metcalf,  22730,  Ely, 
Nevada  89301.  Can't  write  to 

prisoners. _ 

GM,  fern,  half  Black,  half  white,  looking 
for  friends  and  possible  relationship.  I 
like  to  give  100%and  hope  for  the  same. 
Please  send  photo.  Robert  J.  Davis, 

41603,  Box  2800,  Lincoln,  NE  68502 _ 

Gay  prisoner  serving  a  short  term  and 
seeking  a  man  to  share  thoughts,  feelings 
and  fantasies.  Interested  in  politics,  law, 
body-building  and  sex.  Can’t  write  to 
other  prisoners.  Jerry  D.  Dunham,  E- 
82238,  Bldg  #l-B2-02,  Box  W-E82238, 

Represa  CA  95671 _ 

I  like  chess,  bridge,  all  sports,  and  need  a 
friend  who  wants  and  needs  to  be  special. 
Write  Claude  M.  Rinehart,  441797,  Box 

4500,  Tennessee  Colony,  TX  75886 _ 

West  Indian,  soon  to  be  released,  seeks 
correspondence  with  TV’s  and  real 
feminine  gay  men.  Write  Lewellyn 
George,  87B-0174  C5-17,  CCF  Box  367- 

B,  Dannemora  NY  12929 _ 

TS  seeks  financially  and  emotionally 
secure  men  for  friendship,  possible 
relationship  after  my  rlease  in  3/92. 
Write  Franklin  "Faye"  Frick, 
Northpoint  Training  Ctr,  Box  479-D-6, 

Burgin,  KY  40310 _ 

GM  would  like  to  have  other  gay  people 
write  him.  Will  be  released  in  3/92. 
Thomas  Swafford  EF-148635,  GSP-Star 
Route,  SMU-L-I,  Reidsville  GA  30499_ 


“WALL  THOSE  IN  AND  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE” 

Alexander  Berkman, 

Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


Women  Seeking  Friends 

99 

Kind-Hearted,  loyal,  easy-going  lesbian 
looking  for  a  girl.  I'm  a  stud,  loveable,  into 
weight-lifting,  not  into  game-playing. 
Write  me- and  I'll  send  you  some  photos. 
With  care  and  respect,  Janie  Narvaez, 
37952,  Box  1508,  510  29  2up,  CCWF, 

Chowchilla  CA  93610 _ 

"Gay  but  not  happy"  lonely  woman  seeks 
companionship.  Please  write  Rhonda 
Frazier,  3395-97.  Box  337.  PeWee  Valley, 

KY  40056 _ 

BW  who  loves  to  make  loves  to  make  love 
to  all  the  women  all  over  the  world  wants 
you  to  drop  me  a  line  or  two.  If  you  wnat  to 
do  the  wild  thing  with  me,  please  write. 
Don't  keep  me  waiting.  Angela  Leverett, 
A-625650,  Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines,  FL 
33024. _ 


GM  looking  to  meet  someone  for  an 
honest  relationship  before  I  get  out  in 
Sept.  All  letters  get  a  response.  Sorry, 
can’t  write  other  prisoners.  David  R. 
Childers,  168388,  Box  220,  Hominy  OK 

74035. _ _ 

I'm  looking  for  penpals.  Please  write  to 
Brian  Laviw,  550739,  Coffield  Unit,  RT  1, 

Box  150,  Tenn.  Colony,  TX  75884 _ 

BM  seeks  Les,  TS,  TV  or  Gays  for 
correspondence  and  friendship.  I'm  a 
caring  and  affectionate  Virgo.  I  like  to  do 
anything  romantic  or  creative.  Steven  A. 
Rhem,  D-37635,  101-47,  Box  3535,  Norco 

CA  91760 _ 

I,  Santiago  Hernandez,  leader  of  Atlanta 
Pen  riot,  held  by  immigration  for  loving 
youngster  and  writer  in  Piers  Anthony 
"Firefly",  pray  you  to  request  my  release 
in  CV  90-4586/5883  Kn  (B)  (which  is  my 
case  in  court),  from:  Lourdes  G.  Baird 
Jr.,  Us  Attorney,  Office  of  US  Attorney, 
300  N.  Los  Angeles,  L.A.  ,  CA  90012. 

Thank  you _ 

Lonely  GM  looking  for  Mr.  Right.  I  have 
no  one  to  write  to  at  all  and  I'm 
searching  for  a  special  lover.  James  W. 
O’Bannon,  TDCJ  #466984,  12-E-82,  9601 

N.E.  24th  Ave,  Amarillo  TX  79101 _ 

Bisexual  male  looking  for  a  sincere 
friend.  I'll  be  released  soon,  am  very 
lonely  and  need  someone  to  put  alittle 
sunshine  in  my  life.  Write  David  Miller 

058699,  Box  578,  Crestvlew  FL  32536 _ 

I'm  looking  for  a  penpal  and  a  friend 
who  will  be  my  friend  when  I  get  out  in  3 
years.  I  will  be  more  than  thankful  if  you 
write  to  me.  Ray  Stevens,  94289,  Camp- 
H-D-Down,  La.  STate  Prison,  Angola  LA 
70712 


I'm  seeking  a  mature  man  interested  in  a 

lasting  relationship.  No  headgames, 
please.  Write  Thomas  Fulton,  207-639, 

Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699 _ 

Bisexual  man  into  crossdressers  and  TVs 
hoping  to  find  someone  I  might  marry. 
I'm  looking  only  for  love  and 
understanding.  Penpals  welcome,  will 
answer  all.  Write  Leslie  Hattey,  RT  1, 
Box  36,  Jackson  N.C. _ 


Boston  ♦  "Who  Killed  Martha  Mitchell,  or  The  Day  The  Laughing  Stopped." 

Feminist  murder  mystery  " exploring  the  fear  of  honesty  in  a  society  that  perpetuates  deniaL” 
Fri,  Sat  Sun.  evenings,  6/7  through  6/30.  Tickets  $10  at  Crone’s  Harvest,  Glad  Day,  and 

New  Words.  Info:  277-2189.  ( I -r)  D.  Richardson,  Nancy  Williams 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the  Monday 
before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos  encouraged! 
Please  specify  if  event  is  or  is  not  wheelchair  accessible 
and/or  sign  language  interpreted.  Please  use  our  format 
as  a  guide  for  listings.  All  listings  must  be  typed.  Please 
note  that  listings  are  printed  only  as  space  allows;  we 
regret  that  we  cannot  print  every  submission.  No 
phone  calls,  please! 

Phone  numbers  listed  are  in  the  617  area  code,  and 
non-major  cities  are  in  Massachusetts,  unless 
otherwise  noted. 

8  Saturday 

Boston  ♦  LESBIAN  AND  GAY  PRIDE  MARCH  AND 
RALLY.  10  am.:  festivities  begin  on  City  Hall  Plaza.  1 1 
am.:  flag  raising.  11:58:  balloon  release.  Noon:  March 
begins.  2  p.m.:  rally  on  Boston  Common;  live  radio 
broadcast.  3:30:  Softball  tournament  734-7337. 

Boston  ♦  "Who  Killed  Martha  Mitchell,  or  The  Day 
The  Laughing  Stopped.”  Feminist  murder  mystery 
"exploring  the  fear  of  honesty  in  a  society  that 
perpetuates  deniaL”  Fri,  Sat.  Sun.  evenings,  6/7 
through  6/30.  Tickets  $10  at  Crone’s  Harvest  Glad 
Day,  and  New  Words.  Info:  277-2189. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Network  Pre- 
Pride  March  Brunch.  9  to  1 1:30  am.  Comm.  Church  of 
Boston,  565  Boylston  (Copley  Sq.).  $4. 

Boston  ♦  Greater  Boston  Business  Council  Pride  Day 
Breakfast.  Cherrystone’s,  1 00  Atlantic  Ave  $5.  9  am. 
446-7871 

Watertown  ♦  DOB  Women’s  Tennis.  All  abilities. 
Free-  Courts  behind  Arsenal  Mall,  Arsenal  St  9  am. 
628-1038. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lavender  Pride  Brunch  with  Mayor  Alice 
Wolf.  10  am.  City  Hall,  Central  Sq.  March  from  Gty 
Hall  to  Kendall  Sq.  at  11:15,  convening  there  at  noon 
for  march  across  Bridge  to  Boston  L/C  mde  March. 
868-1693. 

Provincetown  ♦  P’town  Positive  /  PWA  Coalition 
Singles  Tea.  Second  Saturday  each  month.  3:30  to  6:30 
p.m.  St  Mary’s  of  the  Harbor. 

Waltham  ♦  Way  Out  in  Waltham  After-Pride 
Barbecue  Potluck.  6:30  p.m.  Info:  893-0742  or  893- 
0361. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Singles  Discuss  “Single  on  Pride 
Day.”  7  p.m.  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1 1 5 1 
Mass.  Ave.  $1,661-3633. 

Cambridge  ♦  “Virginia  and  the  Wolves”  in  Concert 
7:30  p.m.  Indigo,  823  Main  St  497-7200. 

Boston  ♦  Pride  Dance.  Two  dance  floors  in  City  Hall, 
with  more  entertainment  outside.  8  p.m.  to  I  a.m. 
Tickets  $  1 2  advance,  $  1 5  day  of  event  All  proceeds 
benefit  AAC.  Tickets:  266-6906. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Jaime  Anderson  in  Concert  8  p.m. 
Crone’s  Harvest  761  Centre  St  983-9530. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  L/G  Contra/Square  Dancing:  Gay  Pride 
Day  Dance.  Smoke  /  drug  free.  8  to  1 1  p.m.;  beginners' 
lessons  7:30  p.m.  First  Church  of  J.P.,  corner  Centre 
and  Eliot  Sts.  Band:  $6.  $5.  Info  and  directions:  Janet 
522-2216,  Phil  729-9206,  or  Scott  536-2014. 

Boston  ♦  East  Coast  Bisexual  Network  Pride  Dance: 
“Everything  that  Moves.”  9  p.m.  to  I  a.m.  Walker 
Memorial,  MIT,  1 42  Mem.  Dr.  Smoke  /  alcohol  free 
$S 

Cambridge  ♦  Amethyst  Women  Gay  Pride  Dance  9 
p.m.  to  I  am.  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave  $7.  Drug  /  alcohol  /  smoke  free.  Lesbians  and 
women  friends.  49 1  -0348. 

9  Sunday 

Boston  ♦  Third  Annual  Lesbian  Health  Day  at  FCHC 
Free  walk-in  screenings  and  education  workshops.  7 
Havihnd  St  Screenings  10  am.  to  I  p.m.;  workshops 
1 1  am.  to  4  p.m.  267-0900  x209. 

Cambridge  ♦  East  Coast  Bisexual  Network  Bagel 
Madness  Brunch.  10:30  a.m.  to  noon.  Walker 
Memorial,  MIT,  142  Mem.  Drive.  Bagels  and  hot 
beverages.  Donations  requested. 

Boston  ♦  Bill  Alberts’s  Final  Service  at  Community 
Church  of  Boston.  Always  G/L/B  positive  and 
provocative.  565  Boylston  St  (Copley  Plaza).  1 1  am. 
266-6710. 

Cambridge  ♦  East  Coast  Bisexual  Network 
Workshops  Walker  Memorial,  MIT,  142  Mem.  Drive. 
Noon  to  1:15  p.m.:  Coming  Out'  Sexual  Radicals.  1:30 
to  135  p.m.  Bisexual  Women  in  the  Lesbian  Comm,' 
Bisexual  Men  in  the  Gay  Comm;  Bisexual  People  of 
Color.  3  to  4  p.m.:  Closing  Discussion  and 
Announcements.  Info:  247-6683. 

Boston  ♦  Men  of  All  Colors  Together  llth 
Anniversary  Brunch.  Qub  Cafe,  321  Columbus  Ave  2 
p.m.  Info:  George  266-4378. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Softball  and  Volleyball.  4  to  6 
p.m.  Magazine  Field,  Memorial  Dr.  DOB.  Info:  Steph 
625-9551. 

Boston  ♦  1st  Festival  de  Teatro  Rodante  Hispano 
Experimental.  Rec.  Hall,  Tobin  Comm.  Schl,  1481 
Tremont  St  6  p.m. 

Braintree  ♦  GLASS:  G/L  Alliance  of  South  Shore. 


Second  Sunday  each  month  at  Unitarian  Church  6-8 
p.m.  Info:  Brett  471-7939  or  Lisa  335-6085. 

Dorchester  ♦  Dorchester  GALA  /  G/L  Alliance  of  S. 
Shore  Joint  Potluck.  6  to  8  p.m.  Info:  Barry  288- 1 847 
or  Hodine  825-3737. 

Boston  ♦  Philip  Gambone  reads  from  “The  Language 
We  Use  Up  Here,”  his  new  collection  of  short  stories. 
7  p.m.  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  673  Boylston  (across  from 
Boston  Public  Lbrary).  267-3010. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  Pride  Concert.  8 
p.m.  Jordan  Hall.  Special  guest  Carol  O'Shaughnessy. 
Tickets  and  info:  247-BGMC  or  any  Ticketron  outlet. 

1 0  Monday 

Boston  ♦  Greater  Boston  L/G  Political  Alliance  GALA 
Pride  Season  Reception.  With  Governor  Weld  and  Lt. 
Gov.  Cellucci.  Harvard  Club  of  Boston,  374  Comm. 
Ave.  5  to  7  p.m.  $25  min.  contribution.  RSVP  247- 
0099. 

Boston  ♦  Discussion  Group  for  HIV  Negative  Gay 
Men.  Spons  by  AAC  and  FCHC  Living  Well  Series. 
Peer-led  small-group  discussion.  7  to  9  p.m.  Old  South 
Church,  645  Boylston.  267-0900  x287. 

Cambridge  ♦  “The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Question.” 
Center  for  Marxist  Education,  550  Mass.  Ave,  Central 
Sq.  7:30  p.m.  $4.  868-5620. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap:  “What  Do  We  Want  To 
Get  Out  of  the  Rap.”  Women’s  Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St  8 
to  10  p.m.  354-8807. 

Boston  (and  other)  Cable  TV  ♦  Between  Takes:  “The 
Artist's  Touch.”  Pride  Month  G/L  focus.  9:30  p.m.  on 
Boston  cable  A3.  Many  other  cable  access  channels, 
week  of  6/9  to  6/15  (Cambridge  CCTV  6/13  8:30  p.m.) 

I  I  Tuesday 

Greater  Boston  ♦  Star  Share  for  Boston  Gay  Men’s 
Chorus.  Your  purchases  at  Star  Market  can  be 
contributions  to  BGMG  Get  a  form  (247-BGMC)  and 
shop  ‘til  you  drop.  6/1 1  to  6/1 3. 

Boston  ♦  Coalition  for  L/G  Civil  Rights  Pride  Rally  for 
G/L  Families.  Noon  on  State  House  steps  (inside  if 
rain);  legislative  lobbying  to  follow.  Info:  David  828- 
3039  or  Amy  577-83 1 8. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Professional  Alliance.  Guest 
speakers:  health  and  fitness  professionals.  6  p.m. 
cocktails,  7:30  buffet  dinner.  Tremont  Hs,  Tremont  St 
(across  from  Wang  Ctr.).  Send  $15  check  asap  to  BP  A, 
POB  1323,  Boston  021 17-1 323. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Coalition  for  Black  L/G’s.  Second 
Tuesday  each  month.  Harriet  Tubman  House,  566 
Columbus  Ave.  (Mass.  Ave.  &  Columbus).  6:30  p.m. 
Info:  David  424-6989. 

Boston  ♦  Support  group  for  lesbian  and  single  women 
interested  or  involved  in  alternative  insemination.  First 
second,  and  third  Tuesdays  each  month.  Today:  those 
who  have  inseminated  1-8  times.  7  to  8:30  p.m.  Second 
fir.  conf.  rm.,  FCHC,  7  Haviland  St.  Info:  Jenifer 
Firestone  267-0900. 

Cambridge  ♦  30+  Lesbian  Rap:  “Sex  &  Spirituality.” 
Women’s  Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St.  7  to  8:30  p.m.  354- 
8807. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Mary  Morrell  reads  from  “Final 
Session,”  winner  of  1990  Lesbian  Fiction  Contest.  7 
p.m.  Crone's  Harvest  761  Centre  St  983-9530. 

Arlington  ♦  Parents  and  Friends  of  L/G’s.  Second 
Tuesday  each  month  at  First  Parish  Unitarian  Church, 
630  Mass.  Ave.  7:15  p.m.  Info:  547-2440  or  (508)562- 
5807. 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Women's  Rap:  “Race  and  Class 
Identity.”  Women’s  Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St  7:30  to  9:30 
p.m.  354-8807. 

N.  Quincy  ♦  Healing  Services  For  All  Affected  By 
AIDS.  7:30  p.m.  Sacred  Heart  Church.  386  Hancock  St 
628-7665. 

1 2  Wednesday 

Boston  ♦  Mass.  G/L  Political  Caucus  Monthly 
Membership  Mtg.  6:30  p.m.  Arlington  Street  Church 
(use  the  Boylston  St  entrance). 

Boston  ♦  “Medical  Consent  Who  Decides?”  Forum 
sponsored  by  G/L  Advocates  and  Defenders.  7  p.m. 
John  Hancock  Conf.  Ctr,  40  Trinity  PI.  Info:  Craig 
Bailey,  GLAD  426-1350. 

Boston  ♦  Am  Tikva  goes  to  see  “Bent”  at  the  Triangle 
Theater.  $9.50  (special  price).  Reserve  a  ticket  with 
Jen:  648-0618. 

Boston  ♦  Coming  Out  Support  Group.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St  Second  and  fourth  Wednesday  each 
month.  8  p.m.  Info:  247-2927. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbians  35+  Discuss  “Body  Image.”  8 
p.m.  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  $1,661-3633. 

I  3  Thursday 

Boston  ♦  The  Coalition  for  L/G  Civil  Rights.  Meets 
every  other  Thursday.  The  Center,  rm  202K.  338 
Newbury  St  6:30  to  8p.m.  Info:  David  828-3039. 

Dorchester  ♦  G/L  Concerns  Committee  of  SEIU  Local 
509.  Second  Thursday  each  month.  Union  office,  5 


Howard  Johnson  Plaza.  6:30  p.m  Info:  282-2509. 

Boston  ♦  “Should  PWAs  Have  Access  to  Unapproved 
Drugs?”  Open  discussion  about  buyers'  clubs  and  use 
of  non-FDA  approved  drugs.  Spons.  by  ACT  UP/ 
Boston,  Boston  Living  Ctr,  FCHC,  PWA  Coalition, 
and  Positive  Directions.  7  to  9  p.m.  John  Hancock 
Conf.  Ctr,  40  T rinity  Place.  267-0900  x287. 

Cambridge  ♦  Cambridge  Lavender  Alliance  General 
Mtg.  7  to  9  p.m  Graham  &  Parks  School,  1 5  Upton  St 
868-1693. 

Cambridge  ♦  Drop  in  at  DOB  Coffee  Night  7  to  9:30 
p.m.  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave  $1. 
661-3633. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbians  Choosing  Children.  Women's 
Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St  1 1  am  to  I  p.m  354-8807. 

Waltham  ♦  Way  Out  in  Waltham  Business  Mtg.  and 
Dairy  Joy  Excursion  7:30  p.m.  Info:  893-0742  or  893- 
0361. 

Boston  ♦  GLAAD:  Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
Against  Defamation.  General  meeting  second  Thursday 
each  month.  The  Center  rm.  201  338  Newbury  St.  8 
p.m.  Info:  492-4639. 

1 4  Friday 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  Video  Series:  “Desert  Hearts.” 
7  p.m.  L/G  Comm.  Ctr,  338  Newbury  St  $2.  247- 
2927. 

Boston  ♦  Men  of  All  Colors  Together  Fourth  Sexual 
Fantasies  Rap  Session  7:30  to  9:30  p.m.  4  Longfellow 
Place  #3201.  Info:  George  266-4378  or  Tom  536- 
3392 

Boston  ♦  “Why  Haters  Bash  —  Searching  for 
Answers.”  8  p.m.  Arlington  St  Church.  Spons.  by 
Greater  Boston  L/G  Political  Alliance.  247-0099. 

Cambridge  ♦  Romanovsky  &  Phillips.  8  p.m  Paine  Hall, 
Harvard  U.  Tickets  $  1 5  at  Crone’s  Harvest  New 
Words,  Glad  Day,  Out  of  Town  Tickets,  and  door. 
497-3019. 

1 5  Saturday 

Boston  ♦  Lesbian  Coming-Out  Group  Walks  Freedom 
Trail  and  Picnics.  DOB.  Info:  Laura  (508)  376-1983. 

Boston  ♦  Moving  Violations  Motor  Club  hosts  its  6th 
annual  benefit  run,  a  fundraiser  for  the  Mass.  Coalition 
of  Battered  Women’s  Service  Groups.  MVMC  is  a 
forum  for  women  motorcyclists.  To  sponsor  a  rider  or 
for  info:  524-8355. 

Boston  ♦  “Once  Upon  Our  Time”:  Multicultural  Story 
Hour  for  Children  (3-8)  of  G/L  Parents  and  Friends. 
Third  Saturday  each  month.  J.P.  Library,  12  Sedgwick 
St  10  to  11:15  am.  Limited  space.  Sign  up:  Marian  or 
Jenifer  267-0900. 

Boston  ♦  BBiWN/BBiMN  Bi  Brunch.  10:45  a.m. 
Location  to  be  announced.  Info:  247-6683. 

Boston  ♦  Lesbian  Fun  and  Games.  Smoke  and  alcohol- 
free.  338  Newbury  St  7  to  1 0p.m.  Third  Saturday  each 
month.  $2  donation. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Jeanette  Muzima  Trio  in  Concert  8 
p.m.  Crone’s  Harvest  761  Centre  St  983-9530. 

1 6  Sunday 

Gloucester/Cape  Ann  Area  ♦  Am  Tikva  Bike  Trip. 
Novices  and  experts  welcome.  Time,  location, 
carpooling:  Laity  926-2536.  Raindate  6/30. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Writers'  Group.  I  to  3  p.m. 
DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $1. 
661-3633. 

Boston  ♦  Dykes  Dialogue:  "Eradicating  Biphobia.” 
Jenifer  Firestone.  4  p.m.  L/G  Comm.  Ctr,  338 
Newbury  St  247-  2927. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Softball  and  Volleyball.  4  to  6 
p.m.  Magazine  Field,  Memorial  Dr.  DOB.  Info:  Steph 
625-9551. 

SE  Mass  ♦  SMUUGLe:  S.E.  Mass  Unitarian  Universalist 
G/L/etc.  Third  Sunday  each  month  in  various  south-of- 
Boston  Iocs.  344-7030. 

1 7  Monday 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Partners  and  Ex-Partners  of 
Incest  Survivors.  Women’s  Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St  7  to 
8:30  p.m.  354-8807. 

Hanover,  NH  ♦  Panelmaking  Workshops  for  the  AIDS 
Memorial  Quilt  First  and  third  Mondays  each  month. 
Lutheran  Church,  5  Summer  St  7  p.m.  Info:  Thom 
(603)  632-4145. 

Boston  ♦  Queer  Nation  /  Boston.  Community  Church 
of  Boston,  Copley  Square  above  Back  Bay  Bistro.  7:30 
p.m,  first  and  third  Mondays  each  month.  Info:  577- 
8123. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap:  “Reviving  Old  Interests.” 
Women’s  Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St  8  to  10  p.m.  354-8807. 
Boston  (and  other)  Cable  TV  ♦  Between  Takes:  “No 


Excuses,  No  Escape.”  Gay  bashing  in  the  historical 
context  of  non-mainstream  groups  as  scapegoats.  Pride 
Month  g/l  focus.  9:30  p.m.  on  Boston  cable  A3.  Many 
other  cable  access  channels,  week  of  6/16  to  6/22 
(Cambridge  CCTV  6/20  8:30  p.m.) 

1 8  Tuesday 

Boston  ♦  East  Coast  Bisexual  Network:  Open  Comm. 
Forum.  The  Center,  rm.  203.  Mtg.  to  discuss  potential 
formation  of  a  Co-Ed  Bisexual  Network.  247-6683. 

Framingham  ♦  Framingham  G/L  Youth  Group.  People 
22  and  under,  meets  first  and  third  Tuesdays  each 
month.  Civic  League  Bldg,  214  Concord  St.  6  to  7:30 
p.m.  Info:  write  P.O.  Box  426,  S.  Framingham,  MA 
01701. 

Boston  ♦  Support  group  for  lesbian  and  single  women 
interested  or  involved  in  alternative  insemination.  First, 
second,  and  third  Tuesdays  each  month.  Today:  those 
who  have  inseminated  9+  times.  7  to  8:30  p.m.  Second 
fir.  conf.  rm,  FCHC,  7  Haviland  St.  Info:  Jenifer 
Firestone  267-0900. 

Cambridge  ♦  30+  Lesbian  Rap:  "Intensity:  Positive  or 
Negative.”  Women’s  Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St.  7  to  8:30 
p.m.  354-8807. 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Women's  Rap:  “Potluck  / 
Coming  Out  Stories.”  Women's  Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St 
7:30  to  9:30  p.m.  354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston:  Open 
Discussion.  First  and  third  Tuesday  each  month. 
Lindemann  Center,  2nd  fl.  8  to  10  p.m.  Info  742-7897. 

1 9  Wednesday 

Boston  ♦  Boston  NOW  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force  7 
p.m.  NOW  offices,  97 1  Comm.  Ave  782- 1 056. 

Worcester  ♦  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  G/L 
Youth.  Open  to  g/l/b  youth  21  and  under.  First  and 
third  Wednesday  each  month.  United  Congregational 
Church,  6  Institute  Rd.  7p.m.  Info:  (508)755-0005. 
Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Swing  Dance  Practice  8  p.m. 
DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $1. 
661-3633. 

20  Thursday 

Boston  ♦  "Beyond  AIDS  101,”  an  overview  of  AIDS 
and  HIV.  Third  Thursday  each  month.  AAC  Rm.  401, 

1 3 1  Clarendon  St.  Info:  437-6200  *264. 

Cambridge  ♦  Drop  in  at  DOB  Coffee  Night  7  to  9:30 
p.m.  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave  $  I . 
661-3633. 

Waltham  ♦  Way  Out  in  Waltham  Goes  to  the  Movies. 
893-0741 

Northampton  ♦  Valley  Gay  Alliance  First  and  third 
Thursdays  each  month.  Basement  of  the  Unitarian 
Church,  22  Main  St  7:30p.m.  (413)  527-5310. 

21  Friday 

Worcester  ♦  Lavender  Lunch  for  Downtown 
Worcester  G/L/B.  Third  Friday  each  month.  Thai 
Orchid,  144  Commercial  St  I  p.m. 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  Video  Series:  "Pee  Wee’s  Big 
Adventure"  7  p.m.  L/G  Comm.  Ctr,  338  Newbury  St 
$2  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  “Meeting  Men  and  ...  (in  the  *90’$),”  a 
workshop  for  gay  and  bisexual  men.  AAC  and  FCHC 
Living  Well  Series.  8  to  1 1  p.m.  AAC  131  Clarendon 
St,  4th  fir.  Free,  but  limited  space.  Register  437-6200 
x499. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Ballroom  Dance  for  L/GM  and  Friends. 
8:30  to  1 1:30  p.m.  First  Church  of  J.P,  Centre  and 
Eliot  Sts.  Beginner’s  fox  trot  lesson  at  8  p.m.  Smoke 
free.  $5.  Info:  Jason  Thomas  859-9455. 

Saturdays 

Boston  ♦  Frontrunners.  Meet  at  Metropolitan  Health 
Club  for  2  to  5-mL  run  along  Charles.  Lockers  and 
showers  complimentary.  10  am.  Also:  Tues.  1115  p.m. 
at  MHC  Wed.  6:45  p.m.  at  Hatch  Shell.  282-00 1 3. 

Cambridge  ♦  Single  Mothers’  Support  Group.  Free 
drop-in  group  with  child  care,  alternate  Saturdays. 
Women’s  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  1 1  am- 1 230  p.m. 
354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Pink  Flamingos.  TV/TS  of  New  England.  4  to 
6p.m.  338  Newbury  St,  2nd  fir.  247-2927. 

Boston  TV  ♦  PrideTime  —  Boston  G/L  TV,  with 
Cynthia  Pape.  7:30  p.m.  Boston  Neighborhood 
Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  Also  on  Cambridge 
Cable  Channel  19,  7  p.m.  Tuesdays,  and  on  other 
systems;  check  your  listings 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Women’s  Coffeehouse.  Musical 
entertainment,  usually.  8  p.m.  Crone’s  Harvest,  761 
Centre  St.  $5  suggested  donatioa  983-9530. 


LAURA  WULF 


A  Celebration  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 


She’s  gotta  have  it 

Linda! Les  and  Annie  is  the  first  female-to-male 
transsexual  love  story  on  video 


Diagram  showing  how  Les'  penis  was  to  be  constructed 


Linda  /Les  and  Annie 

A  video-documentary  by  At  Jaccoma, 
Johnny  Armstrong  and  Annie  Sprinkle 
$47.  Available  through:  Linda/Les  and 
Annie  P.O.B  1024,  Long  Island  City,  NY 
11101. 

Reviewed  by  Wickie  Stamps 

ecently  I  did  a  quickie  dyke  survey. 
“Have  you  ever  thought  about  a  sex 
change  or  wished  you  were  a  man?”  The 
responses  ranged  from  a  simple  “yes,”  to  one 
dyke  who  said  “no,”  before  adding  that  as  a 
child  she  thought  she  was  a  boy — until 
puberty.  I  also  have  two  leather  dyke  friends 
who  are  in  the  process  of  female-to-male  sex 
changes.  Another  dyke  I  know  just 
completed  the  entire  process.  All  three  are 
opting  for  gay  male  identities.  Their  choices 
have  left  me  confused,  challenged  and  fearful 
of  losing  my  friends.  These  visceral 
responses  in  myself  help  me  understand  how 
the  mere  topic  of  transsexualization 
sometimes  causes  controversy  in  the  broader 
lesbian  and  gay  community. 

Linda/Les  and  Annie,  a  video  documentary 
love  story,  zeroes  right  in  on  our  onus: 
lesbians  and  transsexualism.  The  main 
character,  Les  Nichols  used  to  be  Linda,  a 
hot-looking  butch  separatist  leatherdyke. 

Ladies,  we  aren’t  in  Kansas  anymore. 

The  love  story  portion  of  Linda/Les  and 
Annie  is  an  examination  of  the  relationship 
between  Les,  who  has  a  brand-spanking  new 
two-week-old-surgically-attached  penis  and 
pom  star/performance  artist  Annie  Sprinkle. 
The  tightly  wrought  video  opens  with 
tattooed,  muscular  Les  cruising  about  on  his 
motorcycle  and  then  posing  on  the  docks  of 
Boston,  his  home  town.  Sprinkle,  who 
acquired  her  name  for  her  prowess  as  a  gold 
shower  queen,  describes  Les  as  a  “cross 
between  Elvis  Presley,  a  leather  dyke  on  a 
bike  and  a  circus  performer.”  All  are  apt 
descriptions  of  this  very  tough-looking  male. 

Through  “Dear  diary"  entries.  Sprinkle 
uses  an  inimitable  tongue-in-cheek  style  to 
detail  her  love  affair  with  Les.  She  wistfully 
chats  about  meeting  Les,  and  then  goes  into 
his  background.  Throughout  the  video, 
Annie,  dressed  in  a  little-orphan-you-know- 
who  dress,  wanders  through  the  woods,  birds 
chirping  in  the  background.  Laced 


throughout  ho-  intimate  sharings  with  us  are 
graphic  verbal  details  of  Les’s  surgical 
procedures— (as  well  as  stills  from  the  two 
different  types  of  surgery  available) 
information  made  digestible  by  Sprinkle’s 
bucolic  chattiness. 

Accompanying  Sprinkle’s  narration  are 
photos  of  the  gorgeous  dyke  identity  of  Linda 
Nichols.  Les,  (who,  unlike  most  female-to- 
male  transsexuals,  has  retained  his  vaginal 
opening  and  clitoris),  was  originally  a 
“femmy  lesbian  woman  with  long  brown 
hair,  and  a  curvy  body  with  large  breasts, 
who  wore  Frederick’s  of  Holly  wood-style 
clothes.”  After  entering  the  army,  Linda  cut 
off  all  her  hair  and  turned  stone-butch. 

The  video  features  interview  segments 
with  Les,  in  which  he  gloats  over  the 
privilege  he  gained  through  his  sex  change. 
“As  a  man  I  get  more  respect,  as  a  man  I  get 
what  I  want.”  He  intersperses  these  self¬ 


revelations  with  jingoistic  statements  along 
the  lines  of  “Choice  is  the  American  way.” 
Les  is  clear  that  “the  best  part  of  being  a  male 
is  male  privilege.  I  am  favored  by  everyone." 
But  later  he  reveals  deeper  currents  that 
swept  him  into  his  sex  change.  When  Linda 
was  in  women’s  clothes  she  felt  like  she  was 
in  drag.”  Also,  when  dating  she  was  under  a 
great  deal  of  pressure  to  be  feminine.  Later, 
after  coming  out  as  a  butch  dyke,  straight 
women  would  come  on  to  her.  She  gradually 
realized  that  she  was  more  attracted  to 
straight  women  than  to  lesbians  and  she  felt 
that  without  a  phallus,  “I  was  sort  of  a  fraud.” 
Linda  had  assumed  she  would  have  to  be  a 
boy  to  marry  a  girl,  in  order  to  express  her 
lesbianism.  As  a  lesbian  she  was  also 
extremely  sexually  active,  a  behavior 
frowned  upon  for  women  but  more 
acceptable  for  men.  Childhood  sexual,  verbal 
and  physical  abuse  were  also  crucial  pieces 


to  the  Linda/Les  puzzle.  According  to 
Sprinkle,  Linda  “thought  she’d  be  safer  as  a 
guy.” 

Les  then  highlights  the  oppression  he  faced 
as  a  woman,  oppression  that  lead  to  her 
decision  to  switch  sexes.  “I  was  frustrated  as 
a  girl  and  I  saw  boys  getting  everything,” 
says  Les,  who  sees  the  difference  between  a 
woman’s  world  and  a  man’s  like  “night  and 
day.”  He  says,  “The  older  I  got,  the  more 
frustrated  I  got.  I  made  a  choice.” 

In  her  interview  with  Les,  Sprinkle 
explains  how  she  found  it  confusing  that 
somewhat  who  stated  she  hated  men  as  much 
as  Linda  did  would  want  to  become  one.  But 
according  to  Sprinkle,  Les  felt  a  sex  change, 
“made  perfect  sense,  a  classic  case  of  the 
oppressed  becoming  the  oppressor  and  that 
by  forced  integration  he  could  get  along 
better  with  men.” 

“I  am  no  longer  a  lesbian  separatist,”  says 
Les.  “I  was  so  separatist  I  couldn’t  sit  in  the 
same  room  with  a  male.  I  am  no  longer 
radical.  I  am  rehabilitated.  I  like  men  a  lot 
more.  I  could  never  stand  men  for  some 
reason.  Now  I  like  men.  I  prefer  straight 
women  and  I  would  love  to  be  with  gay 
women  but  they  hate  my  guts  just  like  I  used 
to  feel."  Les  still  feels  a  strong  affinity  for 
women  and  says  he  still  has  the  “sentiment  of 
a  woman.”  He  says  he  often  feels  like  a  spy 
when  travelling  in  the  male  world. 

After  unveiling  who  Les  was  and  the 
choices  he  has  made.  Sprinkle  then  leads  us 
to  the  moment  when  Les  drops  his  drawers 
and  presents  his  virgin  penis  to  the  world, 
complete  with  a  red  bow  tied  to  it.  Referring 
to  Les’s  keeping  his  clit  but  adding  a  penis. 
Sprinkle  quips,  “What  more  could  a  bisexual 
girl  want?” 

Sprinkle’s  continuous  humorous  one-liners 
throughout  Linda/Les  lightens  the  intense  tale 
and  disorientating  sex  scenes.  Vivid  footage 
of  Les  and  Annie  fucking  follows.  At  one 
point,  the  pair  has  to  make  adjustments  when 
the  plastic  rod  that  keeps  Les’s  penis  erect 
falls  out.  Sprinkle  curiously  explores  Les’s 
genitalia  during  the  sex  scenes,  stimulating 
his  clit  and  sucking  his  cock — sometimes  all 
at  the  same  time. 

“I  was  fascinated,  turned  on  and  interested 
in  the  whole  idea,”  Sprinkle  told  GCN.  In 
discussing  her  true-life  affair  with  Les,  she 
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